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There are four seasons in a year: spring, summer, fall, and winter. Each season
has th'mgs people enjog, but theg also have downsides. In my op'mion, fall is the
best season because of the cool weather, colorful leaves, and fun activities.

Spr'mg is nice because ﬂower“s bloom, trees turmn green, and the weather gets
warmer. However, sp'r“'mg can be 'r“a'mlj and muddg, mak'mg it harder to enjog
the outdoors.

Summer is popular because school is out, the weather is warm, and people can
go swimming, camping, and go on vacations. However, it can get extremely hot,
and bugs can be annoying.

Fall is my favorite season because the weather is cooler, the leaves chcmge colors,
and there are fun activities. I enjoy wearing hoodies and celebrating Halloween
by dressing up, trick-or-treating, and carving pumpkins. One downside is that
the dags 9et shorter as winter app'r“oaches.

Winter is fun because people can go sledding and ice skating and build snowmen.
The holidal:js and snow make winter special. However, the cold weather and icg
roads can be dcmger“ous, and spend'mg time outside becomes harder.

In conclusion, every season has good and bad things. Spring has flowers,
summer has vacations, and winter has snow and holidags. However, I think fall is
the best because of its comfortable weather, beautiful leaves, and fun activities.
Even though mo season is perfect, fall is the one I enjoy the most.




é(? .. Thanksgiving Traditions
>, By: Tristin Hill

Thcmksgiv'mg traditions: Ever"g one has their own favorite foocls and traditions that make
the holiday special. WWhen asking people about their favorite Thanksgiving foods, family
activities, and traditions, there were some fun answers! Mr. Awender said his favorite
Thanksgiving food is mashed potatoes and gravy because, in his opinion, they are easily
the best food on the buﬁet. Mrs. Gramlow said she looks fo*r‘wa"r"d to pumpk'm pie with
Cool VVhifl or sweet potatoes with marshmallows. Families also have cliﬂ:er“ent ways of

ak'mg T cmksgiv'mg flm.

Mr. Awender shared that his ]ca'milg alwags has a Farkle tournament, and one year he
even won an ancient Roman coin from 200A.D.asa p’r“ize! Mrs. Gramlow said her
amily likes to play games together, bringing new games each year and mixing them in
with their old favorites. VWhen it comes to favorite traditions, both agreed that spending
time with ]tamilg is the best part. Mr. Awender en'ogs 9o'm9 to his 9randpa and
Grandma Awender’s house because hav'mg a bi }amilg makes evergth'mg more {lm and
lively. Mrs. Gramlow's favorite tradition is simpq getting together with her Laml y and
spending quality time with everyone. Even thou E everyone celebrates Thanksgiving a
little dif e'r“e'ntlg, it is clear that the best part oft e hol'u?al:] is be'mg with fa'mlll:], eating
9ood food, hav'mg fu'n, and mak'mg memonries together!

With Thanksgiving around the corner, I thought it would be the ect time to
ask for Thanksgiving hot takes. Some people, jo*rv example, Mrs. ?—raa ke doesn't
even make any food for Thanksgiving! Instead of making a traditional food she
“cooked a g'ozen pizza instead.” She says that's because she is picky, and so are her
children. But the biggest hot take about Thanksgiving is really, Turkey or Ham. I
asked O';fl]ticer“ Sitzler this question; without hesitation, he chose Turkey. When I
asked why, he said, Tve never liked the texture of Ham."

Mr. Sell had a big take himself; he thinks the best day is after Thanksgiving. When
I got his explanation, he had a great take. He said it's because his mom 'mcies a
vegetable dip spread and makes a sandwich with the leftovers. From experience,
this is a super good take; this is one of the best things to do during Thanksgiving.
Mr. Awender says he might not have a take, but he usually reaches for the
pumpkin pie first. If there's none left, he is usually disappointed. This makes me
curious; all my teachers and staff have their takes. Now I would like to hear some
of yours, what are your Thanksgiving hot takes?




Black Friday

By: Lewis Nava

Black Friday is one of the biggest and most popular shopping days o{ the year. It
happens every year on the Fgridag after Thanksgiving. Many people look forward to
this day because stores offer huge sales, exclusive deals, cmc? cllscou'nts on many
assorted products. People shop or th'mgs like clothes, shoes, TVs, phones,
computers, video games, toys, and many other items. Some people even wake u
'mcrecliblg ea'r“lg in the mom'mg or wait in long lines outside stores to get the best
deals before everything sells out. Black Friday is known as a day when shoppers can
find some of the lowest prices of the year.

Ome reason Black Friday is so popular is because people have the chance to save
money. Mang stores lower their prices bg a lot, mala'mg expensive items more
affordable. For example, someone who has been wanting amew TV or phone might
wait until Black F'rViclag to bug it ]tor a lower p'r“ice. Mcmg ](amilies also use

This dag to start their Christmas shopp'mg. Since Christmas can be an expensive
holiday, Black Friday helps people buy gifts for their friends and family.

without spencl'mg as much money. It can also help people ]c'md p'r“esents ]co*r“
everyone on ther list while staying within their budget.

Even though Black Friday can be exciting and fun, it can also be stressful. Stores
can become ext'remell:] crowded, and people sometimes must wait in long lines Just to
Pag for their items. Populcrr p'rvoducts may sell out uicklg, which can

disappoint shoppe’rs who were hop'mg to buy them. Sometimes people even argue.

over p'r“oducts

ecause somany s
with

oppers want the same th'mg. Another p’r"oblem

Black Friday is when people may spend more money than they planned. When
Sho pers see so many discounts and advertisements, the mig ht feel like thel:J
neetl)to bug evergth'mg, even 'Lf they do mot reallg need it. This is whg it is

It's important to make a shopping Hst and set a budget before going shopping.
Over the years, Black F’r”iclag has changecl qu'Lte a bit. In the past, most people went
to phgsicagl stores to shop for deals. They would wake up early, drive to shopping
malls, and wait outside stores until the opened. Toclalj, many people p'r"e]cer"
shopping online using their phones, tablets, or computers. Online shopping makes it
easier to compare p'rV'Lces and fmcl deals without hav'mg to leave home. eople

can also avoid crowded stores and long lines. Some stores even beg'm their

Black Friday sales several days be{o*r“e hanksgiving, and others continue their
deals th'rvouﬂhout the weekend. Cyber Mondag has also become popula'r", giving

people another opportunity to ]c'mcl discounts online.




v #rom Decorations to Christmas Day
By: Dani Lee
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The Christmas season is app'r"oach'mg, and for some, the holidag excitement
has alreadg beg un. While some mig ht arque it is too ea'r“lg to br'mg out the
decorations or turn on the Christmas music, others know that the holidag
spirit does not ]tollow a calendar. I asked Emma Rodine how she gets into the
holidag spirit and how she preps fo*r the most wonder*ful time of year.

For many, decorating is one of the ]ti'r"st sig'ns that Christmas is on its way.
Some ]tamilies start ecorat'mg the da afterv Halloween; others wait l,m’ciiJ late
November. Emma is one of the ones who waits. Whether peo le p”r"efer“ a real
or cn*’ti]ticial tree, putt'mg up decorations is a favorite part of the holidag
season. For Emma, it's putting ornaments on the tree with Mom.

When it comes to the Christmas favorites, Emma has a few that stand out.
Her favo*r“ite Christmas movies are The First Home Alone, and her favorite
Christmas songs include "Rock'mg Around the Christmas Tree" and “Let It
Snowl!" Let It Snow! Let It Snow!” When it comes to holidaH food, ham makes
the top o]t her list. She also enjogs mak'mg snowmen, open'mg presents, and
plag'mg cards or board games with ]tamilg.

Although she does not have any specific Christmas traditions, she still has
Plentg of memories and activities that make the season special. Her favo*rite
part o]c the holidag is Christmas Eve. One 9i]ct she will never forget is her ]c'n“st
phone she received. Emma states that she enjoys having her whole family
come over to watch a movie together. If she could spen Christmas a'ngwher“e,
it would be New York Citg or Paris.

No matter how many people celebrate or when theg start decorat'mg, the
holidag season is about enjoyin the little th'mgs and mak'mg memories with
the people who matter most. W?le'n asked to describe her Christmas sp'rrit in
three words, Emma chose "]tamilg," "laug hter," and "cozg." A]tter all, there is mo
such th'mg as too much Christmas Spirit.




Looking Ahead: Boys and Girls N
Basketball g
Author: Aliyoh Friedt b

Football and voiiegbaii have come to an end, but that brings a mew season.
basketball. Last season, the bogs won the district championship against
Hankinson and uiti'mateig ended their season in the fi'r“st round o? regio*nais.
The 9i'r“is' team, however, lost after double elimination in districts. This year,
both teams are iooki'ng for a di ]tervent end.

The 9i'r"i's team had 3 9i'r"is 9raduate from last gea'r"'s roster but still have an
experienced team 'r“etu'r“ning. Head coach Shaun Kouraj lan says the team
has a 9ood oundation and is iooking ]tO’T"W(l’T"d. to seei'ng returnin piagervs
cieveiop and take on new roles. The team’s biggest str"engths will Ee its

chemistrg, e'J;fowvt, and abiiitg to compete. With smaller numbers, more
layers will have o portunities to heip at both JV and va"rvsitg level. Senior
ii/l ?iorg Harris is i)

a ooking fo*rvwa'rvci to another season. "M':J favo*r“ite par‘t LS
team bonciing and when we win 9ames." She is also excited fo*r the home
games.

On the bogs' side, theg have 11 ”rvetwr“ni’ng seniors, bring in ieadership and
experie'nce to the team. Head coach Je'r“emg Sitzler says e]te'nse and team
depth will be impoﬁcmt strengths this season. The team has to compete at a
championship level while focusing on culture, toughness, defense, execution,
and ieadership. Senior Dgicm Quandt is excited to see the team imp'r“ove.
“T'm excited to see us 9et better every dag and see how 9ood we can reaiig
be.” His ]tavorite part of be'mg on the team is the road trips and fooci.

Both teams are iooking fo*rvwa”rd to the season, with gooci 9oais,
competitiveness, and team chemist'r“g th'r“oug hout the season.

e00®0®0®O®O




The Favorite Christmas Movie
By: Matvei

Ever“g ear when Christmas rolls around, one of the biggest debates is
which Christmas movie is best. Eve'r"g one has their Lavorites, whether it's a
fu'rmg movie, an old classic, or someth'mg you watc gea'r“lg with your
]camilg. I decided to f'md out what our school thinks bg putt'mg together a
poll and sha'r”'mg the results.

Tak'mg frr“st place was Home Alone, with 24% of the votes! I would say Kevin
McCallister won because of his sillg but creative traps, captuﬂng an all-
time favo*r"ite. Com'mg in second was Elf, with 16% of the votes. Buddg's
fwrmg per“sonalitg and love fo*r Christmas must have won over cLu'Lte a few

people.

The Grinch movies came third with 13% of the votes. The rest included The
Polar Exp*r"ess and The Christmas Chronicles, which both received 9%. The
N'Lg htmare Be]core Christmas got 8%, while National Lampoon's Christmas
Vacation received 7%. The Santa Clause earned 6%, and Klaus and the
other movies each received 3%. Lastlg, A Bog Called Christmas and Arthur
Christmas each received 1%.

From these results, it's interest'mg to see how diﬁerent the choices are in
Christmas movies that people enjoy. Some enjoy comedg like in Elf and
Home Alone, while others may want to watch someth'mg chill and
hea'r'twa’r"m'mg like The Polar Exp'r"ess.

To top it off, Home Alone is our school's favorite Christmas movie. Even 'Lf
your favo*r'tte didn't make ﬁ'r“st place, there's 'noth'mg wrong with stick'mg
with your own holidag classic. After all, Christmas is the perjtect holidag to

9rab some snacks, get com]cow**table, and watch your favorite ]testive moviel




Make-A-Wigh

By: Danna

On October 30th, the Oakes community came together to make a little bog's
dreams come true. Kelli Just works for the North Ebako’ca Make-A-Wish, and
she was this little boy's grantor. While he spent time at the Mayo Clinic, he
always watched PA atrol. Kelli thought that since he liked it’'so much, he
should watch it at the movie theater. Kelli knew how important his colon

was, so she made sure they were able to go. Kelli started askin people ifgtheg
had any more ideas, and she asked the right person! Vickie Keﬂg knew that
the Oages commlmitg would 'r“allg around this little bou, and she was able to
help set up a dag o) fwn. Bg the end of the pla'rm'mg, this little bog's clag was

going to be more t chust amovlte.

The da oE]:, the little boy and his colon 9ot on a bus that brought them to
Oakes Public School. The Honor Socie y and Student Council?lad made a
huge Halloween-themed carnival. I asked Student Council advisor Mrs.
Metrotto about the activities that took place there, and she responded, “Our
members worked in groups of 3-4 to find ideas fo*r“ Halloween
ames/activities." They worked together to make Hot Wheels Racing, Plinko,
%piderv Rac'mg, Dinosaur-Theme Bea'nbag Toss, Tetris Tumble XL, "and

Elalloween bowl'mg. Theg also b’r“oug ht Marshall from PAW Patrol and
uey.

After all those excit'mg activities, theg got to relax a little in the PAW Patrol
movie. Choice Financial and LaMoure Hardware were dqene'r“ous enough to

donate to the movie theater to give the kids popcorn an ccmclg. Just to show
how much this meant to them, %he little 9i’1’"l had said she never thought she
would be at the movie theater with all her friends watching PAW Patrol.
After the movie ended, the staff gave the little boy a PAW E?’a’c'r“ol poster-

But they still weren't done. The Oakes business decided to make the bog's dag
better. heg all handed out ccmdg to the kids. Next stop was to visit the
elementary school and participate in Halloween Parties. The Eleme'nta'rvg
students welcomed the group with their costumes to allow them to experlence
the excitement o]C Halloween.




MAKE-A-WISH CONTINUED... POEOBE

After that, they went to the hospital, where theg had decorated it to look like
PAW Patrol. TL‘Len, when they were leaving, the fire department escorted
them thro ug hout town with tEe lig hts and sirens on. Then, when the

thoag ht it was over, Dakota Imp’r"ove'ment made sure he was able to see all

his ]tavorite th'mgs. He was filled with oy when see'mg these big excavators.

To f'mish out the amazin dag, Tate Jacobson gave the little bog and his
familg aride in a limo. That dag, the Oakes Commwnitg came togethe'r“ and

gave that little bog the best dag o]c his li]te.

This did 'notjust make an impact on his life, Kagla Meierotto said, ‘I think
this expe'r"ience gave our students an incredible oppo*r’tlmitg. Expe"r"iences like
this put th'mgs Into erspective and remind us just how forttmate and blessed
we are.” Swaye JacEson also said, “It’s so easy to change someone’s life.

Be'mg a kind and compassionate Perso*n IS SO easy, an I hope I can keep

do'mg mean'mgful th'mgs like this.”

October 30th is when that little boy's wish came true. It all came together
with the help of the Oakes Commu'nitg, some LaMoure businesses, Kelii
Just, and Tate Jacobson. TheH all came together to 9ive that little bog a dag
to remember-.
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\ Senior Spoth%ht 7
By: Mrs. Haaf

If youve watched this se'ruor throughout her
- htgh school years, gou ve p"rvobablg seen
\ ¥ her domg one o]c three thmgs plagmg a
' ' sport t'ravelmg toa competLtLon or makin
Imemories with her friends. She has certainly
‘made the most of her time in |’1L9|’1 school
and there has never been a shortage of

thmgs keepmg her busg
(\‘ ' MSpoﬁs have been a huge E/vwvt of her ltfe

since eleme'nta'r“g school. With older sisters
‘and cousins who played, she grew up going
to volleyball games and playing sports
outSLde so it was onlg natural that vollegball

= and basketball became a btg pcn*’c of her own
high school experience.

But her high school'r“esume goes far beyond the gym. She joined DECA as a
eshman and eventually made it to nationals, traveling to Florida and

Atlanta along the way. he Jomed HOSA as a sophomore and qualtfted fo*rv

nationals both in her sophomore and Jwruor years. Her recommendation to

futwr“e students is si Jile om DECA and HOSA. You learn a lot make 9reat

memonries, and get a free trip with your fmends out of it. Honestlg that is a
prettg convmcmg sales pttch

Some o]t her ]tavortte htgh school memories come ]Crom her sophomore year,
which is the year she would choose to freeze in time | l she could. A bi part of
making those years memorable has been her cousin and best friend, ({GXL who

she says made hlgh school better srrnplg bl:] bemg there.




Senior. Spotlight. Continued...

While she'll miss Ple'ntg o[f th'mgs about high school, she has a very realistic
idea of what she is actual y go'mg to miss most. It's not the homework, tests,
or earl mornings. It's not hav'mg to bug her own groceries or pay her own
rent. SEe’ll also miss coming home to a delicious meal made by her mom or
dad. A[)pa'r“entlg, adulthood is just high school without the homework, but

with bills and grocery shopp'mg. Seems like a questionable upg'r“acle.

Her school opinions are also worth remembering. Her controversial take is
that students shouldn't have to come to class on wo*r“kdags when theg aren't
actuallg leam'mg cmgth'mg from the teacher. And 'Lf the teacher is 9one? In
her opinion, you should p'r“obablg be allowed to be gone, too. She may have
missed her calling as a school policymaker-.

I{Ll’le'l"’ hlgl’l SC|’100|. expe'r“ie"nce h.CI.CI. a SOLl"I"lCI.t’T“CLCIQ, he'r“ WCL“Q‘LLP song WOLLI.CI. be
t

e Pitch Perfect 2 riﬁ—? . If she could have dinmer with anyone, living or

dead, she would choose Jesus. And if she could freeze one moment from

high school, she'd go Tig ht back to sophomore year.

As she 9ets readg {O’T" what comes mext, her advice to underclassmen is
short and sweet: “Live in the present.” It's advice that fits her high school
experience well. Between sports, competitions, trips, iendships, and
eve*r“gth'mg in between, she has made the most of Eler time at OHS.

As ]tor the Class of 2027 she hopes theg will be remembered as a class that
was hardworking, always down jor a challenge, but still knew how to have a
good time.

And as she heads into her next chapte'r“, she'll take ple'ntg o]c memories with
her. She'll just have to remember that from now on, the free DECA and
HOSA t’T"iPS mig ht be 'rveplaced bg someth'mg a little less excit'mg.

elGICIGICICICIeC)®,
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Job shadowing PSR-l G
By: Bode Andersen f, :F—‘SKL 3 ‘
et m-
Job shadow'mg at Oakes School is a way for students to learn whatjob theg
want to do after school and see what a'r"ealjob is like.

Mallorg Harris is job shadow'mg at Cooter Dental on Tuesdays and
Thu'rsdags. From their experience, theg have learmed theg do not want to
be a dental hygienist. Mallo*rvg also does job shadow'mg at a dagca're on
Mondays and Wednesdays, and a plus omjob shadowing at the dagca'r“e
is that EMallo*rvgj ets paiéj to do it. ‘T like job shadowin %ecause I would
rather work or learn what I want to do ‘or don't want to do than do a
random class that won't benefit me." Mallo*rvg also e'njogs job shadow'mg
because she meets new people; meet'mg new people also helps her decide
what career she wants to go into.

Addie Umbreit's job shadows fo*r“ Mrs. Gebhardt's f'rrvst_—gfr"ade class. Addie

helps the students with reading, math, and other learning activities. Addie
does enjo work'mg with the kias and see'mg them learn. She chose this job
because she wanted to see if she would like to be a teacher in the future.
Addie has also learned that every student thinks cliﬁerentlg. And that it is
very interesting to see how each student has their own ways of do'mg
th'mgs. Also, Agdie has not had any bad experiences while job shadow'mg
and would not rather take another class.

Another student, chu:je Jackson, has beenjob shadow'mg Mr. Schneider's
algeb'ra class. She has been help'mg pr'mt apers and “work with other
students and teach'mg some lessons to the c?ass; o) ]ta'r“, the lessons have
gome very well. Swage enjoys job shadow'mg; she plcms to qo to schoolfo*r" a
seco*nda'rvg math education: "Jl_his is the career I'm pwrvsumg." Swage also
needs the hours from iob shadow'mg fo*r“ her introduction to education
class. Swaye has learned. “Classroom mcmagement strategies, what to look
{O'r" in the students when teach'mg new content, and how toqqelp students 9et
o the answer without do'mg the problem fo*rv them.”

Job shadowing is a 9ood waj fo*r“ students to meet people and learn at

cliﬁe'r"e'nt jobs. heg may also find a career. I th'mkjob shadowing is better
than another class that will do nothin fo*rv me in the futu'r“e. T%I'LS allows
students to make better career choices; ?hat way, theg can decide what theg
want to do 'L]t theg don't like their f'rr“st option o]c a career.

CIelCICIGICICICIeC]®,




Student Advisory Council
By: Jase Peters

A mnew council at OHS has been c*r“eated and I would love to tell you all
about it! The person who kicked this oﬁ LS afO'r"mer teacher of OPS, Kath'rvg'n
Warren. She 9ot this idea ]Cr”om a "Visible Lea'r“nmg workshop But it was
not Just Mrs. Warren who put this together her ]Cmend Lori Phtlltps a
“Personalized Lea’r“nmg Gwr“u was also instrumental to the council. The
main goal of this council, in Mrs. Warren's words, is to have a voice bg
collaboratmg sharmg ideas, and shapmg lea'r“nmg expemences together

All the students on the council are j:rom dtﬁervent g”rvades one j:rvom each
g'rade ]Crom 4th to 11th. At each meetmg theg work togethe'r" to t'rvg to
p'r"oduce ways to help teachers and help the students. This is also a wa ]cor
teachers to get a cﬁ)ser look at a student's perspecttve to try and ?mpe
lea'r“nmg fo*rv them. Kath'rvg'n also said that " my hope is that the group is able
to stick to their commitments and collaborate to create cm even better
educational expe'mence fo*r all OPS learners and instructors.” This is the
ft'r“st year o]c the Student Ad_VlSO"r"H CownCLl o) theg are Just pla'ntmg seeds
”mght now. With, hopefullg more years of this council to come, who knows
how btg a dtfference it can make? O'nlg time can tell fo*rv sure, so let's see it,
Student Adwsorg Council!
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