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Dear High School Students and Families,

As the school year heads into the second quarter, our theme, “Building Tomorrow, Together,”
continues to remind us that building a future is a team effort. The blueprints for a student’s
future are shaped by the relationships between teachers, students, families, academia, service
organizations, and our broader community.

For our soon-to-be graduates, this is a season to prepare for the transition ahead and to finalize
the blueprints that will help guide your next steps after high school. Graduation is an important
milestone, but it is not the final step in your learning journey, and your high school diploma is
not a terminal transcript. As you consider what comes next, explore opportunities such as dual
credit, internships and pre-apprenticeships, certificates, and stackable credentials. These
experiences can help you connect what you have learned in school with the skills and
knowledge you will continue to build in college, careers, and your community.

For underclassmen, this is also a time to explore interests, polish work-ready skills, and think
about the paths you may want to pursue. Ask questions, try something new, and take advantage
of opportunities that help you understand what energizes you and where you can grow. The
choices you make now do not have to determine every step of your future; they can help you
build a strong foundation and stay open to new possibilities. 

If you are facing academic or personal challenges, you do not have to navigate them alone.
Great Falls Public Schools is here to help connect you with support and resources, including:

Academic Support: Connect with your counselor, teachers, and Associate Principal to
explore resources, academic options, and pathways that align with your goals.
Wellness and Connection: L.I.F.T. peer mentors and professional mental health specialists
are available to support your well-being, because feeling connected and supported is an
important part of success.

As you prepare for what comes next, remember to make room for the present, too. Some high
school experiences happen only once. You will not have another last homecoming game, senior
prom, or beautiful fall weekend spent serving others with your favorite high school service
organization. Embrace all that “is,” celebrate the people beside you, and recognize the
memories and relationships you are building along the way.

Sincerely,
Heather S. Hoyer, Superintendent, Great Falls Public Schools 2

A Message From Superintendant, Heather Hoyer
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Counselors’ Corner
The Visions Newsletter keeps families informed about counseling activities
that support students throughout high school and prepare them for life after
graduation. For more information, contact CMR Counseling at 406-268-6159
or GFH Counseling at 406-268-6330.

Important Date for All Juniors and Sophomores
April 6, 2026: ACT for all juniors, Pre ACT is optional for sophomores

Great Falls High Counselors’ Corner
GFHS counselors provide grade-specific activities and individualized support to help
students explore interests, plan coursework, and prepare for their futures.
Freshmen: Counselors meet individually with students to complete career interest
inventories, discuss future courses and postsecondary goals, and establish supportive
relationships.

Sophomores: Students may take the PSAT in October, participate in the new World of
Work event at Great Falls College MSU and the University of Providence, and apply for
the spring Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Seminar (HOBY).

Juniors: Students can take the PSAT for potential National Merit recognition, explore AP
courses, and take the ASVAB for military career planning. Spring activities include
individual counseling conferences and Junior Parent Night, covering college applications,
financial aid, and scholarships. All juniors will take the ACT on April 6, 2027.

Seniors: Counselors provide scholarship information, college application assistance, and
financial aid guidance through classroom visits and Senior Parent Night. Students can also
explore military and workforce opportunities. Counselors monitor academic progress
throughout the year to support successful graduation.

Great Falls High Counselor Student Assignment 2026-2027 
Counseling Office 268-6330

A-C Chad Getten
406-268-6334

D-G Amy Schoenen
406-268-6338

H-L Clint Houston
406-268-6336

M-R Rosie Rossberg
406-268-6333

R-Z Dana Freshly
406-268-6335



CMR Counselors’ Corner
CMR counselors provide grade-specific activities and individualized support to help
students explore career interests, plan coursework, and prepare for life after high
school.

Freshmen: Counselors visit Health classes to introduce counseling services and meet
individually with students to build relationships and explore future goals.

Sophomores: Students participate in the World of Work event, gaining hands-on
experience with career opportunities and industry professionals. Counselors also help
students develop educational plans aligned with their career goals.

Juniors: Counselors provide information about college entrance exams, scholarships,
and postsecondary planning. Students receive guidance on exploring college, career,
and military options. ACT preparation is incorporated into classroom instruction, and all
juniors will take the ACT on April 6. 

Seniors: Counselors provide information on college applications, financial aid,
scholarships, career opportunities, internships, and military options. Individual
conferences help students finalize their postsecondary plans.

Our counseling team is available throughout the year to support students with
academic, personal, and postsecondary planning needs. We encourage students to
reach out whenever they need guidance or assistance.

Please visit our website at: http://cmrcounseling.weebly.com/
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Counselors are assigned alphabetically by your child’s last name.
Counseling Office 406-268-6159

A-C Nick Budeski 406-268-6160

D-G Patty Pace 406-268-6162

H-L Jacie Schoenen 406-268-6112

M-R Courtnee Douglas 406-268-6111

S-Z Riki Johnson 406-268-6110

http://cmrcounseling.weebly.com/


Paris Gibson Education Center
 welcomed enthusiastic new and returning students for
the school year. We look forward to helping students
thrive through alternative education opportunities.

Seniors are encouraged to prepare for college by
completing applications, monitoring deadlines, and
submitting the FAFSA to determine eligibility for grants,
loans, and work-study opportunities. FAFSA assistance is
available year-round through the counseling office.

Juniors will take the computer-based ACT in the spring,
with additional information provided as testing
approaches.

Paris students can also earn college credit at little to no
cost through dual enrollment at Great Falls College MSU
while continuing their high school coursework. Spring
semester opportunities are available. Interested
students should contact Mr. Kornick.
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PGEC Counselor for all students is 
Brittany Light 406-268-6672
brittany_light@gfps.k12.mt.us 
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JUNIOR YEAR CHECKLIST

Winter of Junior Year
1.Continue to Look at colleges and check their websites for information
2.  Attend your individual Planning Conference with your counselor.
3.  Learn as much as you can about career feilds that interest you.
4.  Attend appropriate college representative visits.
5.  Take the practice ACT

Spring of Junior Year
1.  Take a college entrance exam for practice.
2.  Take the State paid ACT (FREE!)
3.  As you receive information from schools, start to narrow your list.
4.  Begin the application process if you are interested in Academies or ROTC
5. Keep working on Grades!!!

Summer before Senior Year
1.  Visit Colleges if you can.
2.  Continue to narrow your list of colleges

Fall of Junior Year
1.  Take the PSAT, If applicable
2.  Begin making a college list 
3.  Don’t forget Grades!!!!
4.Take the ASVAB to explore career choices, including Military.
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SENIOR YEAR CHECKLIST

Fall of Senior Year
1.  Take the earliest possible entrance exams for College.
2.  Attend the College Fair in September.
3.  Attend college, career and tech school, and military rep visits.
4.Take the ASVAB if you haven’t already & are still undecided about a career field.
5.  Make a college list (Dream, Probable, Sure Thing).
6.Check college websites for application, financial aid, & scholarship information.
7.  Meet with your counselor for the Individual Planning Conference.
8.Check the Scholarship opportunities from the GFPS Foundation.
9.GRADES!!!

10.Finalize academies, ROTC, or early decision applications, if applicable.
11.Fill out the FAFSA after October 1st

Winter Break of Senior Year
1.  Apply to out-of-state- schools

January/February of Senior Year
1.Pick up financial aid information in the Counseling center.
2.Attend a Financial Aid Workshop with your parents.
3.Finals!!
4.Apply for MUS Honor Scholarship by March 15 if you qualify & plan to go in-

state.

March of Senior Year
1.  Apply in-state.
2.  Application for Financial Aid should be in.  May be earlier for out-of-state. 
3.  Continue to apply for scholarships.

The following checklist is designed to help you organize your approach to selecting and applying for post-
secondary education and training after high school. The deadlines mentioned are general in nature, so you
should be aware of the specific deadlines required by the schools you plan to attend or apply.



Statewide ACT Testing
All juniors at CMR, GFH, and PGEC will take the online ACT on April 6, 2027, during
regular school hours. The test is administered by the Montana Office of Public
Instruction (OPI) and funded through a Montana University System grant.

Make-up testing is scheduled for April 7, April 13-15, and April 20-22. Results are
typically emailed to students in late May or early June.

Seniors wishing to retake the ACT or who missed testing during their junior year
may register at www.act.org at their own expense.

For testing information, registration, and test center updates, visit ACT.org

Students should check college admission requirements to determine whether the
optional ACT Writing section is recommended.

National ACT test dates are generally held on Saturdays unless otherwise noted.
For current testing schedules, locations, and cancellations, visit www.act.org.

Testing Dates Location Registration Deadline

December 12, 2026 CMR High School November 6. 2026

February, 27, 2027 CMR High School January 22, 2027

April 10, 2027 CMR High School March 5, 2027

June 12, 2027 CMR High School May 7, 2027
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Testing Information 2026/2027

https://www.act.org/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-day.html
https://www.act.org/
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SAT and PSAT Testing for Juniors and Seniors

SAT – College Entrance Exam
The SAT is a digital college entrance exam that assesses reading, writing, and math skills.
Students should review admission requirements for colleges they are considering to
determine testing expectations.

The SAT is offered on select Saturdays throughout the year. Students are responsible for
registering online and paying applicable fees. For current test dates, registration deadlines,
fees, and locations, visit www.collegeboard.org/sat.

              The test is administered on the followingdates at CMR High School

TEST DATES                                                REGISTRATION DEADLINES
October 4, 2025                                                 September 19, 2025
November 8, 2025                                             October 24, 2025
December 6, 2025                                             November 25, 2025
May 2, 2026                                                     April 21, 2026

Free Test Preparation Resources
SAT Practice Tests

ACT Test Preparation
ACCUPLACER Practice

Misc. Tools and Resources for Students

EdReady Montana: Math & English Readiness tools for ALL Montanans.  http://edreadymontana.org
COMPASS Test preparation sites:www.math.com, www.4tests.com, www.khanacademy.org,
www.coolmath.com 
Colleges that Match your Preference: www.collegeboard.com
Montana University System (MUS) Transferable General Ed: http://mus.edu/transfer/MUScore.asp 
Reach HigherMontana: reachhighermontana.org,  https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships/ 
Advice about College from First-Generation Students for First Generation Students:
https://www.firstinthefamily.org/highschool/Introduction.html 
RaiseMe: https://www.raise.me/scholarship/locations/montana
Great FallsCollege MSU “CareerCoach” info: https://students.gfcmsu.edu/careerservices/
College Scholarships: http://www.collegescholarships.org/states.montana.htm

https://www.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/practice-preparation
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students/prepare-for-accuplacer/practice
http://edreadymontana.org/
http://www.math.com/
http://www.4tests.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://mus.edu/transfer/MUScore.asp
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships/
https://www.firstinthefamily.org/highschool/Introduction.html
https://www.raise.me/scholarship/locations/montana
https://students.gfcmsu.edu/careerservices/
http://www.collegescholarships.org/states.montana.htm
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State Seminarsare three-to-four-day residential programs typically held on a university
campus.Virtual Seminars are two-to-three day live online programs that allow students to

participate from home. This year’s HOBY program will be June 3-6, 2027 at a to-be-
determined location. Registration opens September 2026. See your counselor to register.

Registration fee to be determined by HOBY. Visit hoby.org for more information.

NCAA Eligibility for College Athletics
Students planning to compete in NCAA Division I or II athletics must register
with the NCAA Eligibility Center and meet academic eligibility requirements.

Students must graduate from high school 
Complete 16 NCAA-approved core courses (The Great Falls Public Schools
minimum graduation requirements exceed those of the NCAA.)
Earn a minimum core-course GPA of 2.3 for Division I or 2.2 for Division II
SAT and ACT scores are no longer required for initial NCAA eligibility

Students should work with their school counselor to ensure their courses meet
NCAA requirements and to complete the registration process. For detailed
eligibility requirements and registration, visit www.eligibilitycenter.org.

Hugh O’Brien 
Youth Leadership (HOBY)

Each spring, 10,000 high school sophomores from across the
country to participate in one of HOBY’s 70+ State and Virtual

Leadership Seminars to develop their leadership skills and learn
how to apply to become effective, ethical leaders in their home,

school, workplace, and community.

Montana College Applications
Seniors can apply to participating Montana colleges through Apply

Montana.
Students may need additional information to establish Montana

residency, including dates of residency, driver's license issuance, voter
registration, vehicle registration, and extended absences.

Visit your school counselor for assistance with college applications,
financial aid, and planning resources.

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://applymontana.org/
https://applymontana.org/


Week 1 8:00 AM- 12:00 PM 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

MON. MAY 3 Physics C: Mechanics Biology

TUES. MAY 4 U.S. Government & Politics

WED. MAY 5 English Literature & Comp
Physics 1: Algebra-Based

Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism

THURS. MAY 6 Physics 2: Algebra-Based Chemistry

FRI. MAY 7 U.S. History

Art Portfolios due online by Wednesday, May 5, 2027 by 6PM

Week 2 8:00 AM- 12:00 PM 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Mon. May 10 Calculus AB or BC

Tues. May 11 Statistics

Wed. May 12 English Language & Comp Computer Science A

Thurs. May 13 Environmental Sciences

Fri. May 14 Psychology 11

2027 ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEST INFORMATION

The College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Program allows high school students to take
challenging, college-level courses and potentially earn college credit.
AP exams are administered each May and typically include multiple-choice and free-
response questions. Some courses require portfolios or performance-based assessments.
Scores range from 1 to 5 and are released in July. Many colleges and universities award
college credit or advanced placement for scores of 3 or higher, depending on institutional
policies.
The Exam schedule for the may AP Exams are listed below.  If you are not registered yet for
one of your AP course exams, speak with your counselor today to get registered.
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 Taxpayers are the primary supporters of public schools. The Great Falls Public
Schools(GFPS) Foundation exists to build upon the taxpayers' commitment with
private funding to enhance education in unique and impactful ways. Through the

generosity of donors, the Foundation provides educator grants, student
scholarships, building enhancements, and student and teacher recognition
opportunities. The Foundation partners with families, businesses, and the

community to positively impact the learning experience for students and teachers.

Foundation Scholarships
 In 2026, the GFPS Foundation awarded over 150 scholarships totaling more than
$550,000 to graduates pursuing a wide array of post-secondary education plans.
Similar opportunities exist for current seniors. There is one application session for

Foundation scholarships, it is Oct. I - Jan. 7.
Online Application - Apply online at https://gfp foundation.org/scholarships/ ,

contact our office if you need assistance or have questions about the scholarship
program.

Award Notifications -Students who are selected to receive scholarships are notified
by mail from the Foundation office.

Scholarship Disbursements -Once recipients have provided all the necessary
information, scholarships are disbursed directly to the educational institutions in

July or August unless specified otherwise.

Additional Financial Support for Juniors and Seniors
 In addition to post-secondary scholarships, the Foundation offers financial

assistance for other areas of learning. If your student needs assistance in any of the
following areas, please contact the counseling office at their school for more

information:
 Advanced Placement (AP) exam fees, Dual credit course fees

 Accuplacer Exam fees, or Virtual Academy class fees

Contact Us
 If you have questions about Foundation scholarships, please contact our

Scholarship Coordinator Joan Dailey at 406-268-7849 or 
joan_dailey@gfps.k12.mt.us.

https://gfpfoundation.org/scholarships/
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Great Falls High Senior Scholarship News
GFH Seniors with questions about scholarships or any other information
pertinent to their senior year, look no further than your senior English class.
A copy of Senior News, the monthly publication information about
scholarships, graduation, upcoming events, etc. is available to GFH seniors,
is uploaded every month, beginning in September, to the counseling
website and the graduating class’s Google Classroom. Counselors visit
English classes every month to go over information in Senior news and
answer any questions students have about the information or graduation.
Parents: the GFH Counseling office and the GFPS Foundation hosted a
Scholarship Information Night Sept 18th. You can talk to your students
counselor or the GFPS Foundation for information if you missed the
Scholarship night. You can also view the Scholarship info by visiting
https://gfhcounseling.weebly.com/ and clicking on Senior Year Icon or the
Post-Secondary Planning Tabs.

CMR Senior Scholarship News
CMR Seniors looking for scholarship: The Scholarship Scoop is a monthly
publication of all scholarships available to CMR seniors and published at
the beginning of each month, beginning in October. Mrs. Johnson, our
scholarship coordinator, will publish the scoop. The Scoop can be
accessed on line on our counseling website
cmrhs.gfps.k12.mt.us/departments/counseling-center or hard copies are
also available in the counseling center. A Scholarship Information Night
that is sponsored by the Great Falls Public Schools Foundation and the
CMR counseling staff, was held in the middle of September, if you missed
the Scholarship night, you can talk to your Counselor, check your google
classroom (for a recording of the presentation), or visit the website listed
above and click on the Scholarships Tab. Seniors should plan to review the
Scholarship Scoop each month and apply for any scholarships for which
they are eligible. The GFPS Foundation Scholarships will only have one
session this year. It will open October 1st and close January 7th. We also
encourage seniors to investigate scholarship opportunities available at
universities/colleges to which they are applying. Counselors are available
to assist any seniors in the college and scholarship search process.



Dual Credit Opportunities

Get a head start on college while still in high school!
Dual credit courses allow students to earn high school and
college credit simultaneously, saving time and money. Great Falls
Public Schools partners with colleges and universities to offer
courses at reduced tuition rates. Opportunities vary by school.

One-Two-Free Program
The Montana University System's One-Two-Free program
provides eligible students with their first two dual enrollment
courses (up to six credits) FREE! Additional financial assistance
may be available for students experiencing hardship.
Learn more at mus.edu/one-two-free.

Additional Opportunities
Great Falls College MSU offers online and on-campus dual
enrollment courses. Students may also take college-level
courses at their high school with qualified instructors.
Contact your school counselor to explore available courses,
eligibility requirements, and enrollment options.

Dual Enrollment Quick Facts
Eligibility: Students must be at least 16 years old or a junior.
Students under 18 need parent/guardian permission.
College Credit: Credits generally transfer to other colleges,
although how they apply toward a degree varies. Montana
University System schools use common course numbering to
simplify transfers.
Registration: Students typically register through their high school
class at the beginning of each semester.
Tuition: Costs vary by college and program.
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https://mus.edu/one-two-free/
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GFPS Courses that offer a Dual Credit option
 from one of our College partnerships include:

Courses Available at CMR and GFH

Accounting I & II                                      AP English
AP Government                                       AP Psychology/Psych 100x
AP Statistics                                              AP US History                                        
 Automotive ASE                                     Build Montana
High School House                                 Interior Design 1-2
Intro to Education                                   Math 121-College Algebra
Math 151-Pre-Calculus                          Medical Terminology
Sign Language                                           Welding Cohort 

Courses that are only
available at CMR 

Humanities
Criminal Justice 

Courses that are only
available at GFHS 

AP Physics        AP Biology
Welding 1-2       Music Theory



16



17

WORKFORCE
TRAINING
GREAT FALLS COLLEGE

Short-term (10 weeks or less) 
training programs

Boiler Training
Commercial Drivers License (CDL)
Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA)
CPR Certification
Electrical Grid Operator
Flagger Training
Structural Welding

Great Falls College offers more than academic
degree programs. We partner with businesses to

respond to workforce needs and prepare workers.
Workforce trainings are affordable and hands-on.

(406) 268-3734 cet@gfcmsu.edu

gfcmsu.edu/cet/
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Great Falls

Career & College Readiness Center

Connections 101 
Offered in fall and spring,  Connections 101 presents

 a holistic approachto learning by providing a framework
for students to develop and build their:  Academic knowledge,

Technical expertise, and  Self-management skills.

At the completion of this program, students will be confident in their purpose, 
plan, and path to transition or continue in: Higher Education, Apprenticeship, 

              Short-Term Training, and Immediate Job Placement.                                                                       

Connections 101 was nationally recognized by the Department of Education
  Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) as an innovative bridge

 program. It is a collaborative program between Department of Labor, 
 Great Falls Job Service office, Great Falls College, and the

 Great  Falls Career & College Readiness Center.
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The Career & College Readiness Center plays a key role in developing our current
and future workforce by collaborating with our education& training partners,
various business sectors,and multiple service organizations. It’s through these
joint efforts; we are able to create multiple pathway opportunities

Connecting Education  to Your Goals

ADULT DRIVER EDUCATION
For those 18 years and older and

NOT enrolled in high school.
· Permit & Driving Training

· Permit Only Training

May you honor your roots,
celebrate your growthand let the
branches of your future blossom.



Additional Opportunities

Short-Term Training: CNA Program (partner w/GFC)
English Learner (EL) Program:  
Language Skill building
Community Awareness

College Preparation
Skill building in Reading, Writing, and Math

Career Preparation
Skill building for ASVAB
Skill building for Apprentice Aptitude tests Work Ethics
Resume, Cover Letter, Interviewing skills Employment search /
application process
Digital Literacy-Microsoft Office & Computer Basics
(partner w/GF Job Service and GF Public Library)
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Great Falls

Career & College Readiness Center

 We offer free instruction to help you build your
skills to meet your goals!

For Information: 
(406) 771-5108

To make an appointment to start attending
 the CCRC   Go to:
start.gfccrc.com
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