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Brief Note on Data
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The enrollment data in this report comes from October P223 enrollment counts reported to the 
State. The numbers may have changed since originally reported, since Districts do periodically update 
and correct past enrollment reporting. 

We have not updated the historical data with these corrections. The changes are typically quite small 
and insignificant in terms of the overall trends. 

Birth data comes from the Washington State Department of Health. We report births for the calendar 
year (Jan-Dec).

Beginning with the 2019 school year we have included the Muckleshoot Tribal School in the King 
County enrollment trends. We have excluded it in previous reports but decided to add it to the 
present and historical data to be consistent with our data reporting across counties (e.g., Chief Leschi 
has been reported along with the districts in Pierce County since it split off from the Puyallup School 
District). For this reason, the King County and overall historical numbers for the Puget Sound are 
slightly different from past reports The trends, however, remain the same.



K-12 Enrollment Trend in the Puget Sound
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Public school enrollment in the four-county region (King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish counties) 
declined by over 8,500 students between October 2025 and October 2026. This is the second 
straight year that enrollment has declined in the region, and it is the largest decline we have seen 
since the 2020 pandemic year, outpacing last year’s net loss. All four counties saw a large net decline 
in enrollment over the past year with only a few districts reporting modest enrollment gains. The 
demographic conditions for the region have changed substantially from the trends we were seeing 
prior to the pandemic with fewer births, slower population growth, and slower sales of new and 
existing homes. 

Over the past year, there was a net loss of 4,703 students in King County, a net loss of 534 students 
in Kitsap County, a net loss of 1,956 students in Pierce County, and a net loss of 1,384 students in 
Snohomish County. There are a handful of districts in King, Pierce and Snohomish County where 
enrollment is higher than it was before the pandemic. 

In Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish County fertility rates remain at about the same level they were at 
before the pandemic. In those counties fertility rate averages range between 1.7 and 2 kids per 
female. King County is a different story with women in the county having fewer children and waiting 
longer to start their families. Fertility rates in recent years have settled to about 1.2 to 1.3 kids per 
female. Market share at kindergarten continues to be low. Percentages in all four counties this year 
are lower than the averages we were seeing before the pandemic. People with pre-school-age 
children are pursuing other options or moving out of the area prior to their children reaching 
kindergarten age. 
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Population growth also slowed over the past year according to data estimates from the Office 
of Financial Management for the State of Washington, and home sales continue to trend below 
the averages we were seeing before the pandemic. 

There needs to be a substantial change in the demographics – better population growth, a turn-
around in the real estate market, and an increase in births to help reverse the trends that are in 
place. The overall size of the K-12 market in the Puget Sound is shrinking annually, and the 
other parts of the State are not doing well either. 

Births are by far the biggest driver of enrollment trends. Until we see a change in the birth 
trends in King County it is likely that kindergarten and elementary enrollment will continue to 
decline. The lower kindergarten market share is notable as well. Even when the number of 
births is comparable to past years (as they are in Snohomish County), the number of children 
enrolled in kindergarten has dropped since the pandemic. The data suggests that many families 
with preschool children have left the Puget Sound prior to their children reaching school age 
and are not being replaced by new families with similar-aged children. There may also be some 
losses to private schools (see below).

Home sales also continue to lag trends we were seeing leading up to the pandemic. The recent 
rise in interest rates is likely to exacerbate that trend. Until we see a significant change in prices 
and/or interest rates, these lower sales trends are likely to remain in place. 
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Private school enrollment in all four counties declined between 2022 and 2023, suggesting that some 
of the migration to private schools during the pandemic subsided during this time. But private school 
enrollment increased between 2023 and 2025 in all four counties. The fact that public schools are 
declining and private schools growing suggests that some families (perhaps new residents) are now 
choosing private schools over public schools.

Home-schooling numbers have moderated somewhat over the past four years after rising during the 
pandemic. We do not yet have homeschooling data for 2026, so we do not know how much this 
year’s trends were influenced by this educational option.

We should also not underestimate the potential effect of immigration policies and practices on 
enrollment. If the United States takes in fewer immigrants, this can also impact enrollment. 
Population growth in the region is driven by births, by migration from other states, and by migration 
from other countries around the world. A change in the latter can affect the overall population 
growth we are likely to see in the region. Some of the districts with the largest percentage of 
immigrant children in South King County saw net declines or very little gains in those enrollments 
over the past year. There are also other large districts in the region where the percentage of 
immigrant children (as a portion of the overall population) is low, which also saw net declines or very 
little growth in these populations over the past year. These figures are for one year, however, so we 
cannot speak to whether this is the beginning of a trend or a one- year anomaly. 
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Given the demographic conditions in the region, it seems likely that enrollment will continue to decline 
over the next one to two years, and possibly beyond that. A quick look at forecasts around the region 
show many districts are predicting a ten-year decline in enrollment. Although there may be good 
reasons for this, it is important to remember that these forecasts often extrapolate current trends 
indefinitely into the future. 

Prior to the pandemic, for example, many districts were predicting that enrollment would grow for the 
foreseeable future. A realistic look at the past twenty-five years suggest that enrollment often shifts and 
changes as the demographic conditions change. Forecasts of job and population growth for the region 
from State and regional agencies show continuing population gains in the Puget Sound with an eventual 
return to increasing births and better economic prospects over the next two decades. These forecasts 
may turn out to be wrong, of course, but given our knowledge of history, it seems likely that 
demographic conditions will eventually shift leading to enrollment increasing once again in at least 
some parts of the Puget Sound. 

Finally, it would not be surprising to see some districts growing in the next few years while others are 
declining, based on differences in the demographic conditions. Although regional trends are important, 
a district may buck that trend due to unique conditions that are happening within a boundary area (e.g., 
specific types of housing development, or a clustering of people who have higher fertility rates 
compared to other regions). In Snohomish County, for example, both Lake Stevens and Monroe saw 
enrollment grow this year. Tracking the unique conditions and trends of a district is always critical.
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Annual Net Change in Enrollment by County Since 2012
(Numbers may have changed since the original reporting date)
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King County Public Schools
Change in Enrollment Between Oct 2025 and Oct 2026
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Kitsap County Public Schools
Change in Enrollment Between Oct 2025 and Oct 2026
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Pierce County Public Schools
Change in Enrollment Between Oct 2025 and Oct 2026
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Snohomish County Public School Districts
Change in Enrollment Between Oct 2025 and Oct 2026
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Kindergarten Enrollment Trends
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Kindergarten Enrollment Trends
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Kindergarten Enrollment Trends

Puget Sound K-12 -- Fall 2026 17



Kindergarten Enrollment Trends
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Private School Data
Note: Data not available for 2019
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County Population


