
Santa Fe Indian School

“Home of the Braves 
and the Lady Braves.”



History and Governance
• 1890’s: Established as a federal 

off-reservation boarding school. 

• 1976: SFIS became a tribally controlled 
grant school under P.L. 100-297. 

• Owned and operated by the 19 Pueblos 
of New Mexico.

• Transfer of 115.5 acres in trust to the 19 
Pueblos, SFIS School Act. 

• Board of Trustees 
• Howie D. Aguino; Craig Quanchello; Wendell 

Chino; Camilio Calabaza; Wilfred Herrera; 
Thurman Loretto; Dr. Curtis Chavez  

SFIS Feast Day
October 12, 2026



SFIS Mission: The Ideal Graduate

They will participate in the culture of their 
communities and will have the skills to pursue the 
education or careers that will benefit them, their 

families, and their people. 

SFIS Graduates will understand the issues facing 
tribes in the Southwest and will be committed to 

maintaining Native American cultural values. 



Who We Are:
SFIS Core Values

Healing the Past, Present and Future: The Effects of Historical 
Trauma From Boarding School. Nilynn M. Pino, SFIS Alumni ‘25



Athletics 

Middle School
• Football
• Volleyball
• Basketball
• Cross Country
• Soccer (8)
• Track & Field
• Baseball
• Softball
• Golf (8)
• e-Sports

High School
• Football
• Volleyball
• Basketball
• Cross Country
• Soccer
• Track
• Baseball
• Softball
• Golf
• e-Sports

Eligibility: Must have passed (4) 
subjects, not failed any classes, and 
have a 2.0 or higher for the previous 
grading period.

We are student athletes! 

SFIS Competes in 3-A District 2



● Football
● Softball
● Volleyball
● Baseball
● Basketball
● Track
● Cross Country
● Golf (8th B & G) 
● Soccer (8th G)
● Chess

Middle School Sports



Go Braves 
& Lady Braves!



Middle School: Core Courses 
7th Grade Core

• Reading 
• Language Arts (Grammar)
• Mathematics -7 
• Life Science
• NM History/ 

World Geography

• 8th Grade Core
• Reading 
• Language Arts  8 (Grammar) 
• Mathematics -8
• Earth Science
• US History 
• 7th/8th: Algebra I-HS credit



Experiential Learning

Seventh Grade 
Interdisciplinary 
Glorietta - Science 
and Team Building



Middle School Academics at a Glance

Enrollment

Staff

7th Grade 8th Grade

115 115

● 25 Full Time Staff
● 10 Part time (shared with 

HS-teaching electives)
● 15 Native American Staff
● 5 Alumni

● 9 = 25+ Years 
● 13 = 10-20 Years
● 3 = 3-5 Years

Student-Teacher ratio
24:1*

Courses:
● 5 Core Content
● 6 Native Language 

Classes (Tewa, Kewa 
Keres, Cochiti Keres, 
Katishtya Keres, Zia 
Language, Tesuque Tewa)

● Physical Education
● Health
● Computer Literacy
● Modern Music
● Creative Writing
● Computer Science
● Audio Production
● SPED & G&T
● Career Explorations
● Brave Connections
● Consumer Science
● Introduction to Art
● Sports Nutrition

Clubs:
● National Junior 

Honor Society
● Student Council
● Battle of the 

Books
● Ski Club
● Chess
● Art Club
● Craft Club

Sports:
● Volleyball
● Cross Country
● Football
● Basketball
● Track & Field
● Baseball
● Softball
● Soccer (8th)
● Golf (8th)
● Esports (8th)
● Chess

*7 periods w/inclusion teachers 
and 1 Educational Assistant



MS Academics 
Bell Schedule

8:00 AM School Starts

3:35 PM School Ends
Monday-Thursday 

2:35 Early Release
Fridays



Middle School Life 



8th Grade 
Promotion



Middle School Activities



High School 



Academ
ics: 

Curriculum

• Core Values
• Foundational Topics
• Ideal Graduate Skills
• Content Standards

SFIS 
Curriculum



Recognitions Faculty & Staff Programs Directed by HSA Courses Clubs

81* 15 107 12

Superintendent’s Honor Roll 

Principal’s Honor Roll

Significant Increase Award

Perfect Attendance Award

Excellent Attendance Award 

35
Native 

American Staff

72 
Full time

25 
10+ Years 

*Includes dual 
credit teachers, 
part time teachers 
and language 
teachers working 
in other SFIS 
departments. Does 
not include 
substitute 
teachers. 

● Brave Connections
● College and Career Plaza 
● Community Based 

Education (CBE)
● Dual Credit 
● Extended Learning 
● Gifted and Talented 
● Health Careers
● Internship
● Library Media Services 
● Native American 

Languages Program
● Partnership for Alternative 

Students Success (PASS)
● Senior Honors Project
● Special Education 
● 21st Century Learning

5 
Advanced 

Placement Courses

26
Dual Credit Courses

5 
Native Language 

Courses

1 
Foreign Language 

Course

5 
College Certification 

Programs

● National Honor 
Society

● Student Council
● Green Team
● Born Braves
● Cafe Scientifique
● Ski Club
● Chess
● Close Up
● Pep Club
● Robotics
● Drone Club
● E-Sports

High School Academics at a Glance



HS Academics 
Bell Schedule

8:00 AM School 
Starts

3:35 PM School Ends
Monday-Thursday 

2:35 Early Release
Fridays



Community Based Education (CBE)
The goal of CBE is to teach science, math, economic development, and computer technology in a practical, hands on 
environment where students do field work to help the Pueblo communities. CBE’s curriculum is developed to meet 
each community’s needs as identified by the various Pueblos involved in the program. During community visits, 
students conduct various field studies. When they return to class, the students enter the data into computers to inform 
current studies and to provide a database for future students. They present their research findings to the communities 
and throughout the country at special events.

Current Partnerships include:

• Jemez Natural Resources Department
• Tesuque Pueblo 
• Santa Clara Forestry Department 
• River Source
• Tewa Women United



Dual Credit 
The Concurrent Enrollment and Dual Credit Programs allow High School students to take college 
courses, earning college credit, while still in High School. In order to participate in the program, 
students must meet requirements set by SFIS and the colleges. Outside of the Medical Careers, 
certificates include Early Childhood Education and Computer Architectural design.

Courses

FILM 1210 Video Production I 
FILM 1220 Digital Video Editing I 

FUND 101 2-D Fundamentals 
FUND 111 Drawing I 

ARCH 1135 AutoCAD I 
ARCH 1140 Revit I 
ARCH 1160 Revit II 
ARCH 1170 AutoCAD II 

NAVJ 101 Elementary Navajo I 
NAVJ 102 Elementary Navajo II 
SPAN 1110 Beginning Spanish I 
SPAN 1120 Beginning Spanish II 

ECED 1122 Guiding Young Children
ECED 1110 Child Growth, Development, and Learning 

IDST 101 Indigenous Studies



Health Careers Program (UNM/MD) 
20 Students Completed Certification 

The purpose of the SFIS/UNM Health Careers Program is to engage SFIS students, grades 9-12, in community based, action-oriented, 
contextual education experiences that encourage students to enter into the health professions that will ultimately improve the health 
and well-being of their communities. This year we have partnered with Molina Healthcare to place students in clinicals and provide 
them a stipend during the school year.  

Certificates Available

● Nurses Aid Certificate
● Community Health Worker Certificate
● Phlebotomy Certificates



Native Language Immersion
Our SFIS Native Language Program seeks to collaborate with our tribes to offer language instruction to student on 

campus for high school/dual credit and/or obtain Tribal Bilingual/Biliteracy Seals for graduation.

Languages Offered

● Kewa Keres 
● Cochiti Keres 
● San Felipe Keres 
● Zia Keres 
● Santa Clara Tewa
● Tesuque Tewa
● Jemez Towa 
● Ohkay Owingeh Tewa
● San Ildefonso Tewa
● Zuni (Dual-Credit) 
● Navajo (Dual-Credit) 



College & Career Plaza 
SFIS Partnered with College and Career Plaza to open the first Tribally Controlled School site in 
January 2023 to provide visual resources, a safe and comfortable place to “be,” alongside 1:1 
future transitions services open to all 9-12th graders and their families during the day and 
evenings.

Program Coordinator: Joanne Lewis

• Career Coaching and Mentoring
• Job & Internship Connections
• Resume Development
• Career Exploration Events
• College Applications
• Tech School Enrollment
• Private Scholarship Applications
• NM Opportunities Scholarship
• FAFSA Support for Families
• ACT/SAT Testing Resources
• College Fairs
• College Visits



Extended Learning Program 
The primary service offered through the Extended Learning Program is after-school and evening study hall. 
We serve both the middle school and high school programs. SFIS high school dorm students are required to 
complete one hour and a half of study hall time daily, while the middle school program requires one hour. A 
late bus is available for day students who stay after school for tutoring/study hall.
The program offers one-on-one and group tutoring to students in need of academic assistance. Tutors 
include teachers, current and former SFIS students, Santa Fe community members and retired professionals. 

• After school tutoring
• Sports Study Hall 
• Guided Study Hall
• PASS Study Hall
• One-on-one tutoring



High School Graduation Requirements

24 Credits 
• 4 – Language Arts
• 1 – *Reading (*optional)
• 4 – Social Studies
• 3 – Science 
• 4- Mathematics 
• 1.5 – Physical Education/Health
• 2 – Fine and Practical Arts 
• 4.5 – Electives 

• 2-yrs. language other than English 
• 1 – SFIS Senior Honors Project 



Scholarships
Class of 2026

$4.0 Million in scholarships

45 
Post-secondary institutions across 
the country

$50,000/Annually 
SFIS Scholarships: 
Board of Trustees
Francis L. Abeyta Memorial 



A Look to the Future at SFIS

SFIS Amphitheater - a dedicated space for 
student performing arts, storytelling, dance, 
performances, ceremonies, and educational 
opportunities rooted in culture and tradition.



Welcome To 
SFIS Student Living



Student Living Statement

“The goal of the Student Living 
Program is to provide a safe, healthy 

and comfortable environment that 
guides students to become 

self-reliant, responsible young 
adults prepared for independent 

living.”
Pg. 25, Partnership for Student Success Handbook

 
 

2nd Floor MSSL Boys Flying The Caseload Flag Proudly 10/2026



What Do SFIS Students Learn Through the Dorm Experience?

➢ Independent Living
➢ Self-Discipline and Schedule 

Keeping
➢ Living In and Contributing to our 

SFIS Community
➢ Building Long Lasting Relationships
➢ Life Skills
➢ Personal Responsibility
➢ Bonding With Home / Other 

Community Members

2nd Floor HSSL Boys Hiking in Pecos 10/2026



What’s All There? 
Middle School and High School Dorms

➢ 7th-12th Grade Dorms
○ 5 Day & 7 Day

➢ Suite-style rooms
○ With shared bathrooms

➢ Free Laundry Facilities 
➢ Kitchen(s) in Common Areas 
➢ Study Rooms (HS Only) 
➢ Residential Guidance Program 

○ Therapeutic support 
➢ Evening Program 

○ Classes and Workshops 
➢ Evening Study Hall Program 

○ Mandatory for All Students 
➢ Dorm Groups and Clubs
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Example of Dorm Living Room Area - HSSL Pod C

Dorm Room Vanity Area

Dorm Spaces

HSSL 1st Girls Laundry Room



The Daily Dorm Schedule 
+ Important Times

First Wake Up Call 5:30AM
Final Wake Up Call 6:30AM

HS Exit Dorms 7:15AM
MS Exit Dorms 7:30AM

Daily Study Hall (Mandatory) 4:00PM-5:00PM
Dinner 5:00PM-6:00PM

Activities / Curfew / 6:00PM-8:30PM
Guided Study Hall, etc.

MS Lights Out 9:00PM
HS Lights Out 9:30PM (9th Grade)

10:00PM (All Others)



Student Living in SY 2025-26 & 
Now - Highlight #1

Health and Wellness 
Assemblies

Student Living’s Recreation & Prevention Specialists 
organize monthly assemblies that align with the 
school’s Core Values, Foundational Topics, and the 
Health & Wellness Program.

Award Winning Native Chef Pyet Despain working with SFIS students in-class & sample assembly flyers.

Homecoming Pep Rally 2026 Photos



Use community partner connections for 
school programming (during & after), i.e. EP 
Classes, caseload activities, etc.

Student Living in SY 2025-26 & Now - Highlight #2
Evening Programming

MSSL Land & Culture Painting Night SY 2025-26

Pod C Girls Bowling & Pizza Party →

SL Open House Family Bingo Event 9/2026

← Social Post

LEGO 

EP Class 

Photos



The Dorm Olympics, a 
school-wide game tourney 

for all caseloads with 
student voice for activities.

Student Living in SY 2025-26 
& Now - Highlight #3
Dorm Olympics

Dorm Olympics Mummy Run 10/2026The Rez Boys (8th Grade) watching the basketball tourney (SY 2025-26)

Q
ue

en
 G

O
AT

 M
ay

be
 H

ad
 T

oo
 M

uc
h 

Fu
n

HSSL 3rd Floor Girls Painted Pumpkin →

MSSL Girls Team Huddle for Homecoming 

Powder Puff Football Game 9/2026



Evening Activity Center / Canteen 
The Hottest Spot On Campus! We have:
➢ Ping Pong, Pool Tables, Foosball
➢ Snack Bar (Now Accepts Credit Cards)
➢ Basketballs, Footballs, Volleyballs 
➢ Video Games, Board Games
➢ Lounge Area
➢ And MUCH MORE!



Student Living Staff 
All Native

Communities Represented

We are focused on being sure our students feel 
connected to their communities while at the dorm. 

That’s why we hire from our communities. 

23+ ALUMNI STAFF!

Acoma Pueblo
Jemez Pueblo
Cochiti Pueblo

Diné   
Kewa Pueblo

Hopi
Ohkay Owingeh

Santa Ana Pueblo
Santa Clara Pueblo
San Felipe Pueblo

San Ildefonso Pueblo
Tesuque Pueblo

Three Affiliated Tribes (ND)



The Dorms Provide Traditional & Cultural Connection
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Community Laguna Feast Day Visit
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Pod C Girls Bonding Over a Campfire and Marshmallows 

MSSL Therapy Dogs Visit



Taking Trips 
To New Spots!

HSSL 1st Floor Girls Pumpkin Patch Visit 10/2026

HSSL Weekend Kids Visit To 

Mortensen Eaves Movie Ranch 

10/2026

Dorm Olympics Winners “Sweet Things” Trip To Red Lobster SY 2025-26



Our Home 
& MSSL 

Kids

Boys All Dressed Up For Winter Ball

MSSL Incentive Trip To Isotopes Park

MS Girls Having 
Fun At “Uncle 

Cliff’s”



A. Am I able to pick my student’s own roommate?
B. Is my student required to have a roommate?
C. What happens if my student gets sick while at the dorm?
D. Why does my student have to be out of the dorm by a certain time every 

school day?
E. Can my student stay during one of the Breaks?
F. Is there a process for if my student needs to be at home for cultural reasons?

G. Why do I need to “Check-In” any medication my student brings in to the dorm?
H. What should my student bring to the dorm? What should my student not bring 

to the dorm?
I. What is “Scrub Night?”
J. Explain how the Rail Runner Privilege works?

Frequently Asked Questions: F.A.Q.S



Supporting our SFIS Family 

Counseling Center
(6) licensed Clinical & (1) LADAC 

Individual therapy; family therapy; 
social/emotional support; crisis 
intervention; groups & telehealth 
services

Health Center
Supervisory School Nurse, Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Medical Clerk & 
School Health Assistants
M-Th, 7am-6:30pm; Fri., 7am-430pm



Bus Transportation and Student Fees

• Buses for Day Students:
• Ohkay Owingeh
• Santa Clara
• San Ildefonso/Tesuque 
• Cochiti 
• Santo Domingo 
• San Felipe

• Annual Student Fees 
• $50.00 
• Reduced for each sibling attending



Safety and Security

On-Campus Security Officers 
Campus-wide Badge Access 
Campus-wide camera system* 
Say Something: Anonymous Reporting System
Closed campus secured with fencing and a security station at the 
entrance/exit. 
Security Guard Station: All visitors are required to show identification and 
secure a visitor pass. 
*SFIS is committed to the deployment of best practices of safety and security. SFIS acknowledges that the use of video 
surveillance technology is a part of the SFIS EOP and overall campus safety plan. 



Want to know more?
Question & Answer 

- Raise your SFIS fan -



Admissions Process
1. Create a Blackbaud account at 

sfis.k12.nm.us/admissions/apply-now
2. Access the application and checklist
3. Check the status of your required documents in your account 
4. Attend an Admissions Session in January 
5. Complete application requirements by 2/1/27
6. Admissions Committee reviews applications completed by 2/1/27
7. Decisions emailed to parents by the first week of April 
8. Acceptance of admissions offers due by 3rd week of April.

• Accepted or Standby

Admissions Review / # of Spaces Available / School Resources

http://sfis.k12.nm.us/admissions/apply-now


2027-2028 SFIS Admission Application

•Available Nov. 1, 2026 to Feb. 1, 2027 
• 27-28 SFIS Admission Application

•Open for application to grades 7-12 
•Required Admissions Session: January

•Office of Admissions 
• 505-989-6370 
• admissions@sfis.k12.nm.us  

Alissa Chavez Lowe, Admissions Director
Leona Chavez, Admissions Assistant 
Kianna Lovato, Family Engagement Coordinator

https://www.sfis.k12.nm.us/admissions/apply-now
mailto:admissions@sfis.k12.nm.us


Raffle Time
Future students-take out your red 
raffle ticket from your goodie bag.



Thank you for joining us. 

Travel safely and be well.


