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    Candace  
     Gonnella
      Waidl ‘12  
      has always  
     been a 
    creator. 

Now, the former standout art  
and music student is bringing her  
talents full circle, returning to her  

alma mater as an Interior Designer  
for the VCS Capital Project.
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A Q&A with Candace Gonnella Waidl...

What did you do  
after graduating 
from VCS?

After I graduated from 
Victor Central Schools 
I attended Mercyhurst 

University from 2012-2016, graduating with a Bachelor 
of Science in Interior Architecture. My main inspiration 
for pursuing Interior Design originated on Victor 
Schools Campus. At the end of junior year, discussions 
about the Victor pool house addition started. I was 
able to see renderings and plans for the new addition, 
and it introduced the concept of designing for schools. 
After Mercyhurst I had the unique opportunity to start 
working for the design firm responsible for that very 
pool house, SWBR.

At SWBR I specialize in interior design for education, 
specifically K-12. Designing for schools has been a very 
rewarding career because I help shape the spaces 
that support students, educators, and community 
members for generations to come. I am very thankful 
that my passion for design and shaping educational 
spaces has led to designing at Victor Central Schools.

What classes/activities and/or  
teachers at VCS most inspired you?

David Denner was a huge inspiration for me.  
I was focused mainly on music classes for my 

extracurriculars until discovering Interior Design early 
in my Senior year. I worked with Mr. Denner to create 
an independent study allowing me to make a college 
application portfolio. He never once made me feel 
like my dreams were out of reach even with the quick 
timeline and seemingly impossible list of details I 
needed to square away to apply for college. I will be 
forever grateful for his encouragement and dedication 
to me as a student. His influence truly shaped my 
journey.

How did your VCS education prepare you 
for work and life in general?

I was highly involved in the music program at VCS. 
My involvement in field band and orchestra allowed 
me to build collaborative relationships with my peers 
that was very important when entering the workforce. 
Nothing is done on an island in a design firm. Everyone 
has a part the play and no part is too small. This lesson 
applies to life in general; Everyone has a story, and 
every story has a purpose.

What advice would you give to VCS  
graduates today?

No dream is ever too big. Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions and always show up as your true self. Keep 
pursuing what excites and inspires you. It is important 
to celebrate every win and trust that even your 
setbacks are shaping you for what’s ahead.
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Candace Gonnella, ‘12

Candace Gonnella Waidl
(continued from front cover)

Candace recently visited teacher and 
mentor David Denner, (near right) 
and the pool house that inspired her 
interior design career (far right).



Victor takes pride in the excellence of its schools and 
the unique advantage of having all district buildings 
together on one campus. Generations of students, 
families, and alumni have helped shape this tradition 
of excellence. As our campus continues to evolve, 
the capital project is modernizing our facilities to 
meet today’s needs, including accommodating the 
enrollment growth experienced over the years while 
serving a student population that remains steady 
today.

Phase 1 Highlights

• �Career and Technical Education (CTE): Interior and
exterior work is nearing completion, with the project
expected to wrap up in November.

• �Learning Center: Renovations are nearing
completion.

• ��Soccer and Lacrosse Turf Field: Complete, with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony planned for spring 2027.

• �Intermediate School Parking Lot and Campus
PA System: Complete.

• �Senior High School Roof: Approximately 70%
complete.

Phase 2 began in September and includes 17 new 
classrooms at the Junior and Senior High Schools, 
renovations to existing rooms, air conditioning in new 
additions and gymnasiums and cafeterias across all 
district buildings, and additional parking. 

Phase 3 will focus on expanding and renovating the 
Intermediate School and creating additional parking. 

Approved by voters in October 2024 with 73% 
support, this community investment prioritizes safety, 
modern facilities, and spaces that support student 
learning for generations to come, building on the 
strong foundation established by those who came 
before us.
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The VCS Educational Foundation held its 
annual Devil Dash 5K/Family Walk on Saturday 
September 26 with 120 runners and walkers 
joining in. Funds raised help the Foundation 
in providing teacher grants, field trips, literacy 
support and other projects throughout the 
District.Delivers !

Capital Project Update: Building on Victor’s Legacy

Happy 85th Birthday!

VECS (right) pictured  
in 1964.

The original school 
building on campus 
(now the Victor Early 
Childhood School) 
turns 85 this year!



The Class of 2026 – A night to remember!
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Resilience is a quality that VCS students are known 
for. Whether they are taking challenging courses, 
competing in top tier athletic games, or performing 
the most difficult music selections, our students 
always persevere and prevail! 

Not even a little rain could dampen the spirits of 
the Class of 2026 as they crossed the “stage” to 
accept their diplomas at ESL Ballpark on Monday, 
June 22. Despite a weather forecast that showed 
clearing skies, Mother Nature decided otherwise 
and challenged 311 graduates and their families 
and friends with a mist for the memories all night 
long. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2026 for showing us 
once more what we have always known, and the 
rest of world will soon discover. You are resilient. 
You are ready for anything!



More Graduation 
photos on back 
cover 5



Celebrating the 2026 Victor Athletic Hall of Fame Class

Alumni Update
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(Pictured from left) TD Ierlan ‘16, Tom Underhill ‘85, Barbara Lord Lucas ‘83, and Coach Shelly Collins.

The Victor Central School District proudly welcomed 
four outstanding individuals into the Victor Athletic 
Hall of Fame on September 24. The Class of 2026 
includes Coach Shelly Collins, TD Ierlan ’16, Barbara 
Lord Lucas ’83 and Tom Underhill ’85.

Congratulations to our newest Victor  
Athletic Hall of Fame inductees!



Congratulations to our newest Victor  
Athletic Hall of Fame inductees!

Coach Shelly Collins 
A legendary Victor coach and 
educator, Collins coached 
volleyball from 1987–2009 and 
softball from 1990–2021, earning 
more than 900 career victories 
and 21 Section V championships. 
Her teams captured four 
NYSPHSAA championships, 
including Victor’s first team state 
title in volleyball in 2003 and 
a state softball championship in 2018. Among her many 
honors, Collins was named 2018 NYS Coach of the Year and 
2020 AGR Coach of the Decade. She was inducted into the 
New York State Softball Hall of Fame in 2023. Her greatest 
legacy, however, may be the generations of student-
athletes she inspired and mentored.

TD Ierlan ‘16 
A standout three-sport athlete in 
football, wrestling and lacrosse, 
Ierlan went on to become one 
of the most accomplished 
lacrosse players in the country. 
At Victor, he was a two-time 
state champion in lacrosse and 
earned numerous All-State 
and All-Greater Rochester 
honors. Collegiately, he became 
a five-time All-American, Tewaaraton Award finalist and 
holder of 10 NCAA records. He has continued his success 
professionally, earning 2025 PLL First Team All-Pro and five 
All-Star honors, along with a World Championship with 
Team USA.

Barbara Lord Lucas ’83 
Lucas was an exceptional three-
sport athlete in soccer, basketball 
and softball, earning the 1983 
Barney Lynaugh Female Athlete 
Award. A team captain and 
MVP in multiple sports, she 
earned All-Star recognition and 
helped lead her teams to league 
championships. She continued 
playing basketball at Nazareth 
College before beginning a 31-year career as an art 
educator at Hilton Central School. Her leadership, versatility 
and competitive spirit made her a standout member of the 
Victor athletic tradition.

Tom Underhill ’85 
Underhill excelled in soccer, 
basketball and baseball, earning 
the 1985 Barney Lynaugh Senior 
Male Athlete Award. He was 
a team captain and MVP in 
all three sports and set Victor 
soccer records for career points, 
career goals, season goals and 
game goals. After Victor, he built 
a career of more than 30 years 
as an educator and coach, including being named 2020 
Davidson K-8 Teacher of the Year.
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Athletic Hall of Fame continued

The Class of 2026 represents the very best of the 
Victor athletic tradition. Their accomplishments on 
the field, in the classroom and in their communities 
continue to inspire generations of Victor students.

Athletic Hall of Fame

Victor Central School District is seeking nominations for 
the Athletic Hall of Fame Program. Any individual can 
nominate a potential candidate by completing a Hall of 
Fame nomination application.

Coach Shelly Collins

TD Ierlan

Barbara Lord Lucas

Tom Underhill 

https://www.victorschools.org/alumni/hall-of-fame


(submitted by his daughter, Deb)

Dr. William A Guiffre’ at VHS,  
AKA: Mr. G, Mr. Guiffre’, Bill, 
and some Dad 
My Father was born November 15, 1934, and 
passed on January 26, 2026. He lived a life defined 
by devotion, purpose, and an unwavering faith that 
carried him and everyone around him through every 
season. He passed away surrounded by the love of the 
family he cherished, leaving behind a legacy as deep 
and enduring as the roots he planted over his 91 years. 

For 69 years, William shared a remarkable marriage 
with his beloved wife, Ann. Together they built a 
family grounded in love, resilience, and faith. Their 
seven children were the pride of his life: Patty (John), 
Beth (Stan), Deb (Steve), Billy (Ellen), Amy (Paul), 
Mary (Bob), Jennifer (Matt), and daughter in law, Ann 
Marie. His joy multiplied with each new generation, 
culminating in 23 grandchildren and 27 great 
grandchildren. William is survived by siblings Joe, Tony, 
David, and Marie, as well as his brother and sister-in-
law, Denny and Peggy VerDow, numerous nieces, and 
nephews. He leaves a vast family who adored him 
and will carry his memory forward with warmth and 
gratitude.

A man of service and conviction, William proudly 
served as Lieutenant in the United States Navy for 
three years. His time in the Navy shaped his sense of 
duty, leadership, and honor qualities that remained 
central to who he was throughout his life. It was 
education that was both his calling and his gift. William 
earned his doctorate in education from the University 
of Rochester, a milestone that reflected his deep 
commitment to learning and to helping others grow. 
Over the course of his career, he served as a teacher, 
guidance counselor, vice principal, and principal at 
Victor Central High School until his retirement in 
1990. He shaped countless young lives with patience, 
compassion, and a belief in every child’s potential. His 

influence extended far beyond the classroom: he was 
a steady presence, a trusted mentor, and a man whose 
quiet wisdom left a lasting imprint. In retirement, 
William embraced a new creative chapter, writing 
children’s books that reflected his gentle spirit and 
love of storytelling. His words will continue to inspire 
young readers, just as he inspired generations of 
students.

Above all, William was a devoted Catholic with 
“the faith of a mountain.”  It guided his decisions, 
comforted him in hardship, and illuminated his path. 
His life was a testament to service, humanity, and 
grace. 

William’s legacy lives on in the family he raised, the 
students he guided, the stories he wrote, and the 
countless lives he touched simply by being who he 
was. May Dr. William Guiffre’’s memory be a blessing 
and may the wonderful life he lived continue to shine 
through all who loved him. 
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A Tribute to Dr. William A. Guiffre’

Dr. William Guiffre,  
‘79 Yearbook

Alumni Update



Dollars for Scholars Holds 
38th Annual Awards Night 
The Victor Scholarship Program Dollars for Scholars 
(VSP-DFS) held its 38th annual awards ceremony this 
May in the Junior-Senior High Arts Center, or at least 
half of it! An issue in a science classroom triggered a 
fire alarm mid-ceremony causing half of the awards 
to be postponed. But not even an electrical glitch 
stopped DFS from awarding 112 students from the 
Class of 2026 more than $168,000! Remaining awards 
were given virtually to students and the five families 
who were unable to present their “In Memoriam” 
scholarships did so at the Senior High Awards night the 
following week.

The VSP-DFS is a chapter of the national organization 
Scholarship America. The ceremony celebrated and 
recognized the accomplishments of many gifted and 
talented students from the VCS Class of 2026. 

Seniors are requested to complete an online 
scholarship application which covers all scholarships. 
While the criteria for some scholarships emphasize 
scholastic aptitude, many do not. The criteria may 
be as specific as the college the graduate plans to 
attend or the student’s anticipated field of study such 
as education, health related and vocational. Some 
scholarships are specific to sports participation, school 
activities, and community service.

All awards are chosen by a committee comprised of 
guidance counselors, administrators and teachers 
representing all departments. The selection 
process takes a considerable amount of time, and 
the committee is extremely diligent in reviewing 
candidates and making sure the scholarship criteria 
are met.

Members of the VCS Class of 2027 will be able to 
complete the online scholarship application between 
October 30th, 2026, and January 29th, 2027. Students 
will be given additional information and instructions 
from Co-Presidents, Mrs. Laurie Fiorito and Mrs. 
Allison Baker.

Since its initial awards night in 1989 the VSP-DFS has 
awarded $2.7 million to over 3,400 VCS graduates. 
Anyone interested in learning more about the VSP-
DFS program may contact Laurie Fiorito at fioritol@
victorschools.org or bakera@victorschools.org

A Celebration to  
Remember 
On Saturday March 28th, more than 200 friends and 
family stopped by The Butler Cottage in Victor to 
celebrate and remember Dr. Guiffre. The coffee and 
cookies celebration not only marked a meaningful day 
of remembrance, but it also paved the way for a new 
memorial scholarship in honor of Dr. Guiffre. The first 
Dollars for Scholars Memorial Scholarship in memory 
of Dr. Guiffre was awarded this spring to Yamalihelys 
Viera Rabell.
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Please consider donating to the “Dr. William A Guiffre’ 
Memorial Scholarship set up by his children. Donations 
can be payable to “The Victor Dollars for Scholars 
Program and mailed to:

Victor Central High School 
Scholarship Program
953 High Street
Victor, NY  14564

Dr. William Guiffre

Dr. William Guiffre

mailto:fioritol%40victorschools.org?subject=VSP-DFS%20Program
mailto:fioritol%40victorschools.org?subject=VSP-DFS%20Program
mailto:bakera%40victorschools.org?subject=VSP-DFS%20Program


Alumni Update
Jim Acquilano 
(‘77) – Owner, 
Acquilano 
Wine Cellars, 
Canandaigua, 
NY
After a rewarding 40-year 
career as a psychologist 
in the mental health field, 
Jim Acquilano successfully 

transitioned his passion for community into a passion 
for winemaking. He returned to the classroom at the 
FLCC Viticulture and Wine Center in Geneva, honing 
his craft through hands-on internships at Heron Hill 
Winery and Song Hill Winery. Today, he is the proud 
owner of Acquilano Wine Cellars on Main Street in 
Canandaigua. Jim’s unique journey and dedication to 
the craft were recently spotlighted on Andy Garcia’s 
educational and inspiring program, All Access.

Al Pezzimenti 
(‘65) – Owner  
of Al’s Barber 
Shop, Navy 
Veteran, & 
Former Victor 
Mayor
Since 1970, Al’s Barber 
Shop has been a Main 
Street staple, serving 

generations of Victor residents. As a lifelong resident, 
business owner, and former public servant, Al has had 
a front-row seat to our town’s growth while preserving 
its rich history.

Past Democrat and Chronicle profiles have called his 
shop a “throwback to past times” where the “barber’s 
attention is sharp as his shears.”

Click here to read the full story.

Jon Mead (‘04) Launches 
PartnerBridge in Scotland

Congratulations to Jon Mead (’04) on the launch of his 
new venture, PartnerBridge, and his recent move to 
Edinburgh, Scotland!

Founded in July 2025, PartnerBridge is a platform 
built to help SaaS and growth-stage companies scale 
and strengthen their partner ecosystems without 
guesswork. The platform specifically empowers 
early-stage MarTech and Product Tech startups to 
establish high-impact partner programs without 
heavy in-house development. By offering curated 
lists of ideal partners, verified contact info, tailored 
outreach templates, and proven go-to-market and 
legal frameworks, PartnerBridge allows startups to 
boost their market presence and client retention with 
minimal resource investment.

Jon’s extensive background in technology, partner 
ecosystems, and sales engineering—honed at 
companies like Paychex, Simcorp, and Glance 
Networks—ideally positions him for this next chapter. 
We wish Jon the best of luck with PartnerBridge and 
his exciting move abroad!
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Jim Acquilano, ‘77

Al Pezzimenti, ‘65

Jon Mead, ‘04

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/local/rocroots/2015/03/04/victor-als-barber-shop/24372789/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=false&gca-epti=z1176xxe1176xxv000003&gca-ft=152&gca-ds=sophi


Bernie Talty (‘89) –  
Making Beautiful Music
From fine craftsmanship to musical composition, Bernie Talty 
(VCS ‘89) is proving that art and engineering go hand in hand.

Bernie currently brings his unique talents to the team at 
Parsons Pipe Organ Builders in Canandaigua, NY, where he 
works in fabrication and design. Parsons recently shared a 
tribute to the dedicated artisans behind their world-class 
instruments, highlighting the passion, precision, and artistry 
their team brings to every build.

A true multi-hyphenate, Bernie is also a multi-instrumentalist 
music teacher (tutoring everything from drums and guitar to 
violin and piano) and a handcrafted pizza maker.

Check out the incredible craftsmanship at Parsons Pipe Organ 
Builders, and head over to Bernie’s YouTube Channel to hear 
his music!

Jeff Kiddie (‘89) Captures  
2026 Philadelphia Senior PGA  
Professional Championship
Jeff Kiddie has come a long way since his days working and 
playing golf at Victor Hills.

In June, this Director of Golf and Head Professional at the 
Aronimink Golf Club in Newtown Square, Pennsylvania took 
home the top prize at the Philadelphia Senior PGA Professional 
Championship. He also recently played in the Senior PGA 
championship in Arizona this October! 

Another great story about Jeff!
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Bernie Talty, ‘89

Jeff Kiddie, ‘89

VCS Seeks Distinguished Graduates

Do you know a VCS alumnus who has made  
a significant contribution to society?

Please visit our website for more information  
and to fill out the nomination form.

https://www.victorschools.org/alumni/graduate-of-distinction
http://philadelphia.pga.com/pga-of-america-golf-professional-jeff-kiddie-captures-2026-philadelphia-senior-pga-professional-championship/
https://www.youtube.com/@BernieTalty
https://www.pga.com/story/family-man-times-four-the-story-of-jeff-kiddie-pga?srsltid=AfmBOoozGepovl_jSc4_ucTvbiJYU04g4haBJYikLtO03UX2Sle_mFii
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12

On Saturday, June 13, alumni of the Victor Central 
School District’s Suzuki strings program gathered to 
celebrate its 60th anniversary. The reunion brought 
together former students spanning generations, with 
alumni from 1989 through 2025 returning to celebrate 
the program’s lasting impact and reconnect through 
their shared musical experiences. 

The summer reunion was the culmination of a year 
of celebrations honoring six decades of Suzuki music 
education in Victor. As part of the anniversary, the 
district’s music department commissioned a new 
musical piece entitled “The Journey,” by Michael 
Thomas McLean. This work was unveiled by VCS 
musicians of all ages at the 2026 District Orchestras 
Concert to the delight of a standing-room only crowd. 
In addition to the District Orchestras concert during 
Music in Our Schools Month in March, elementary 
students marked the milestone with a special Suzuki 
concert featuring performances of the program’s most 
beloved favorites. 

Victor Central Schools was one of the first public 
school districts in the nation to incorporate the 
Suzuki violin method into its curriculum. The program 
began in 1966 after veteran strings teacher Betty 
Kocher attended the National Suzuki Conference at 
the Eastman School of Music that summer. Inspired 
after seeing Shinichi Suzuki demonstrate his teaching 
method, Kocher successfully convinced the Victor 
Central Schools Board of Education to establish a 
Suzuki program for 80 first, second, and third grade 
students. 

The program received an extraordinary visit the 
following year when Dr. Suzuki traveled to Victor 
Primary School four times in 1967 to work with 
Mrs. Kocher and her students. His visits helped 
establish a special connection between Victor and 
the internationally recognized approach to music 
education. 

Over the past six decades, the Suzuki program has 
continued to grow, at times serving as many as 
180 beginning second and third-grade students. 
Its longevity reflects the district’s longstanding 
commitment to music education and the dedication of 
the teachers who have helped generations of students 
discover the joy of playing a string instrument. 

     Celebrating 60 Years of Suzuki Strings in Victor

Betty Kocher, VCS 
Suzuki program 
founder, 1968



Victor Marching Blue Devils 
Celebrate 45th Season with 
“Bottom of the Ninth”

There’s nothing quite like baseball. The traditions, 
the energy, and the memories made under the 
lights all come together in a game that brings people 
together. This fall, the Victor Marching Blue Devils is 
bringing that same spirit to the field with their 2026 
production, Bottom of the Ninth, as they celebrate 
their 45th season.

Inspired by America’s pastime, Bottom of the Ninth 
captures the excitement and drama of baseball’s final 
inning through music, movement, and precision. The 
production showcases the dedication, creativity, and 
teamwork that have been hallmarks of the Victor 
Marching Blue Devils for more than four decades.

That spirit was on full display Saturday, October 10, 
during the annual Victor Marching Blue Devils Home 
Show. Fourteen marching bands took the field for an 
unforgettable evening of music, precision, and passion. 
Beautiful weather and an enthusiastic crowd created 
the perfect setting as performers shared their talents 
and celebrated the marching arts.

The Home Show is more than an opportunity to 
perform. It is a celebration of the hard work and 
commitment of student musicians, the support of 
their families, and the community that helps make the 
program thrive. From the volunteers working behind 
the scenes to the fans cheering from the stands, each 
person plays a part in making the event special.

As the Victor Marching Blue Devils mark their 45th 
season, Bottom of the Ninth serves as another exciting 
chapter in the program’s history. The district extends 
its sincere thanks to the community, volunteers, 
families, and fans whose continued support makes 
opportunities like this possible.

Here’s to 45 seasons of music, memories, and Blue 
Devil pride, and to the many more still to come!
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Do you know a VCS alumnus who has made  
a significant contribution to the arts?

The Visual and Performing Arts Hall of Fame  
honors such individuals. Please visit our website for  

more information and to fill out the nomination form.

The Victor Marching Blue Devils, 1981

https://www.victorschools.org/alumni/arts-hall-of-fame


Alumni Update
Alumni Association Holds 
129th Annual Banquet
The Victor Central School Alumni Association held its 
129th annual banquet on June 14th at the Ravenwood 
Golf Course in Victor, NY. President Jim Exton, VCS 
class of 1975, welcomed the 140 attendees.

The VCS Alumni Association sponsors two scholarships 
to graduating Victor seniors and promotes comradery 
among Victor graduates. The scholarship recipients 
from the Class of 2026 are Gianna Arnitz and Kiley 
Brooks. 

Frances “Fran” Carra Bowe represented the class 
of 1949 and celebrated 77 years since her Victor 
graduation. The 1949 yearbook listed her participation 
of 4 years: Cheerleading, Band and Intramurals and 
her senior year included: Bagel Staff, Sr. Play, Librarian 
and Woodwind Ensemble. 

Special recognition was also given to the classes 
of 1956 (70 yrs), 1966 (60 yrs), and 1976 (50 yrs). 
Celebrating 60 years since graduating the Class of 
1966 had 36 members attend. The Class of 1976 had 
10 members attend.

Two videos created by Keith Partington entitled 
“VCS Yearbook Time Machine” and “VCS E-Alumni 
Newsletter Highlight Reel” were shown. The first video 
contained pictures from many yearbooks beginning 
with the first VCS yearbook from 1948. It included 
background songs sung by Chuck Berry, The Beach 
Boys and Green Day. The second video showed a host 
of articles that have appeared in the VCS E-Alumni 
Newsletters.

Additionally, a 300-plus picture PowerPoint cycled 
during the evening showed old and new campus 
pictures as well as many pictures from past yearbooks. 
Pictures of class officers going back in five-year 
intervals were included. 

Attendees did their best to answer trivia questions 
about VCS years including top songs at the time and 
best motion picture winners. Local businesses donated 
a plethora of door prizes.

Current officers are: Jim Exton, President, class of 
1975, Keith Partington, Vice President, class of 1979 
and Jean Bandemer Rioch, Treasurer, class of 1983.
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Anyone interested in learning more about the VCS Alumni  
Association, should contact Jim Exton at 585-545-5457  
or jexton@rochester.rr.com and on Facebook-Victor  
Central School Alumni Association, Victor, NY. 

mailto:jexton%40rochester.rr.com?subject=VCS%20Alumni%20Association


Anyone interested in learning more about the VCS Alumni  
Association, should contact Jim Exton at 585-545-5457  
or jexton@rochester.rr.com and on Facebook-Victor  
Central School Alumni Association, Victor, NY. 
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S AV E  T H E  D AT E 

130TH BANQUET
Sunday, June 13th, 2027  
at Ravenwood Golf Course

mailto:jexton%40rochester.rr.com?subject=VCS%20Alumni%20Association
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VCS class of 1976 holds 50th class reunion | Submitted by Donna Rugg ‘76

On August 21st and 22nd the VCS class of 76 held 
its 50th class reunion. On Friday, we had an informal 
drop in at the Victor Village Inn. Classmates came to 
reconnect, have some pizza, wings and a few drinks. 
We had approximately 50 attendees. Some came 
because they couldn’t attend the Saturday dinner and 
others came because it gave them an extra day to 
connect with more classmates. 

As you might expect, the Victor High School has 
changed quite a bit since 1976 so with class President 
Dave Condon as our guide, about 25 people met at the 
high school for a tour. Back in 1976 the current junior/
senior high school building included only grades 9-12. 
Everyone on the tour was able to see the renovated/
updated auditorium, new high school gymnasium, 
multi-use athletic rooms/dance studios, cafeteria, 
media center and many new classrooms. 

The tour wrapped up in the new aquatic center. 

On Saturday evening, August 22nd, a reunion dinner 
was held at the Finger Lakes Racino in Farmington 
where everyone enjoyed the buffet and a wonderful 
powerpoint presentation put together by Pat Henehan 
Coleman that included many picture memories as 
we all talked and caught up. There was a total of 90 
in attendance - approximately 60 members of the 
class of 76 and about 30 guests. This was probably 
our best attended reunion since graduation in 1976. 
The members of the class of 76 are spread all over 
the country and for this reunion came from – Hawaii, 
Washington, California, Florida, Virginia, Illinois, 
Connecticut, Montana, New Hampshire, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania, and Arizona, as well as NY including 
many who are still in the Victor area. 

It was a great couple of days, sharing memories, 
reconnecting with old friends and making new ones. 
Hopefully we will gather again in about 5 years.



60th Reunion
When We Graduated
Submitted by Susan Whitney Masseth ‘66

When we graduated in 1966, we were a  
class of only 108 students, so everybody knew 
everybody and many of those friendships  
have continued through 60 years.

In fact we had classmates here from Florida, 
Georgia, Colorado, Oklahoma, North Carolina and New Jersey…proof that our friendships have endured.

When we were seniors in High School, the expectation was that the graduating class would attend the Alumni 
Banquet. We obeyed that directive, and as we sat there, we were astonished that so many old people attended 
that annual banquet. Now we understand why: old friends are great friends, and our “Do You Remember 
“stories still make us laugh. 

33 of our classmates have passed away. We met informally at the Village Inn to get reacquainted with old friends 
on Saturday night and over 50 percent of the remaining classmates attended. We also attended the Alumni 
Banquet remembering those that were not with us and celebrated that we still have each other. Even though 
it’s been 60 years since we graduated, we still have fond memories that we treasure. Here’s hoping that Mr. 
Palumbo knows that we still value our time at VCS. 

Class of ‘71 Holds 55th Reunion
On Sunday, September 27, around 35 members of the 
Class of 1971 gathered at Mertensia Park to celebrate 
their 55th reunion! Alumna Linda Armstrong said 
classmates shared great food, played a dueling color 
game with prizes, and played a trivia game featuring 
questions from the three decades they attended school. 
Best of all, everyone had a wonderful time catching up 
on each other’s lives. 
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Our VCS Alumni Association has active 
FB and LinkedIn groups. Join them  
to share memories, participate in  
discussions, and share life updates!

Victor Central Schools

The VCS Alumni  
Association

Victor Central School  
Alumni and Staff

STAY CONNECTED

https://www.victorschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/812853279306280
https://www.facebook.com/groups/812853279306280
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8828159/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8828159/
https://www.victorschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/812853279306280
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8828159/


we're hiring. 
VICTOR CENTRAL SCHOOLS 

Bus Monitors 
Bus Drivers 
(paid training program offered year round) 
Teacher Aides 
Food Service Helpers 
Food Service Supervisor
Teacher Substitutes  
Interested applicants should apply through the Victor Central 
School Job Opportunities page. 

The Class of 2026!

Do you know a VCS alum who has made  
a significant contribution to the arts?

Do you know a VCS alum who has made  
a significant contribution to society?

Bus Drivers
(paid training program offered year round) 
Bus Monitors
Cleaners
Teacher Aides
Teacher Substitutes

Athletic Hall of Fame
Victor Central School District  
is seeking nominations for the  
Athletic Hall of Fame Program.  
Any individual can nominate  
a potential candidate by  
completing a Hall of Fame  
nomination application.

Holiday Homecoming Luncheon
for the Class of 2026
Friday, January 8, 2027
12:00-1:30 PM
Cost: FREE! Find out  
more and RSVP today!




