
A message from your Principal

Dear Sumner Families,

As the season changes and we enter the month of November, it is

great practice to focus on GRATITUDE. This month our students

will be focusing on the values of gratitude, togetherness,

generosity, and family traditions. Take a moment to talk with your

child about people, places, and things they may feel grateful for and

why. In addition, enjoy a read aloud titled, The Thank You Book by

Mo Willems. Look for the book at the Austin Public Library or watch it together below.

Our school family is grateful we get to serve your child at Sumner school. Lucky Us!

Sincerely,

Ms. Rollie

Dad Reads - The Thank You Book (Read Aloud)



Your Feedback Matters!

As always, please take a moment to provide us feedback by

clicking on the link below.

November 2026 Family Feedback – Fill out form

1. Support and resources to ensure a safe and welcoming learning environment.

We hosted a highly successful Fall Conference session, with 88% of families attending. During

conferences, we highlighted points of pride and areas for growth, provided actionable steps

families can take to support student learning, and shared next steps for school-based instruction.

Families received data from the Fall Benchmark assessment along with student goals for the

Winter Benchmark, reinforcing our commitment to strong partnerships between home and school.

We love partnering with our families.

We continue to encourage families to support All Day, Every Day attendance. Research is clear—

consistent attendance is one of the most important factors in ensuring student success.

We’re encouraging students to aim for zero unexcused absences or tardies each month.

To qualify for monthly attendance recognition:

✅ Zero unexcused absences or tardies

✅ No more than two excused absences

(Three or more excused absences will disqualify students for that month)

Currently, at Sumner we have on average 95% of students in attendance each day. In the month of

October we had 270 students who earned Star Attendance.

Let’s continue to work together to make every day count—on time, all day, every day!

2. Packer Profile for all learners

At Sumner Elementary, we are helping students understand their strengths, take ownership of their

learning, and celebrate their growth.

Using Seesaw, students and teachers collect examples of learning in reading, writing, math, and

specialist classes. These learning samples show what students have accomplished and how they

are improving over time.

We are also helping students recognize their personal strengths. During fall conferences, teachers

shared a special strength they see in each child. Students are now reflecting on those strengths

and learning more about what makes them unique.

This work helps students:

Build confidence

Feel a greater sense of belonging

Recognize their strengths

Take pride in their learning

Our goal is not only for students to know what they are learning, but also to understand how they

are growing as learners.

By reflecting on their learning, setting goals, and celebrating their strengths, students are building

skills that will help them succeed now and in the future.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/1TUQWky3wX


Together, we are helping every student discover their potential and grow with confidence!

3. District-wide multi-tiered systems of support.

Our Sumner staff engaged in professional development targeting Fall Benchmark Data to inform

class wide interventions with our students! Teachers created SMART goals and action steps to

accelerate learning based on the findings in the data. In addition, our Supplemental Support Team

meets every two weeks to support students who may need extra help with reading or behavior. The

team is made up of a diverse group of staff, including our reading and behavior specialists,

instructional coach, special education teacher, English language teacher, and special education

coach. Together, they review student progress, identify areas of need, and create targeted support

plans to help every student succeed and reach grade-level expectations. Through this team,

adjustments to services are made as needed based on the team’s collaboration and ongoing

review of student progress.

4. Excellence in resource management.

Our goal is to provide a welcoming, efficient, and well-organized breakfast experience for all

students. To ensure students have plenty of time to enjoy breakfast and start their day feeling

nourished and ready to learn, we encourage families to have their children arrive between 7:30–

7:45 AM. This allows students time to eat breakfast and transition smoothly into their classrooms

before the school day begins at 8:00 AM. Thank you for helping us start each school day strong!

To learn more about the Packer Profile and the district’s long-term strategic plan, please visit

AccelerateAustin.org.

Every Student Deserves to Feel They Belong at Sumner!

At Sumner Elementary, we want every student to feel safe, valued, and connected. When students

feel like they belong, they are more excited to come to school every day.

One way we support belonging is through our Belonging Survey. Students answer three simple

questions:

Do you have an adult at Sumner you can talk to if you need help?

Do you have a close friend at Sumner?

Do you feel safe at school?

We do more than collect answers. We use student feedback to take action.

Our staff works to:

Build strong relationships with students

Check in with students who may need extra support

Create opportunities for friendships

Connect students with trusted adults

These efforts help students feel more connected and supported at school.

Belonging and attendance are connected. When students feel welcome and included, they are

more likely to come to school, join in, and succeed. Every school day gives students a chance to

learn, build friendships, and grow.

Together, we are creating a school where every student knows:

You Belong Here! ❤️

http://accelerateaustin.org/


Sumner Walkathon Success — We Did It!

Our Sumner Stars had so much to celebrate! Thanks to the

incredible support of our students, families, and community, we

reached our elementary Walkathon fundraising goal of $40,000

AND exceeded our goal of 4,000 miles walked!

And because our students crushed their walking goal, they earned a

special Rockband Recess on Friday, October 30th! Students rocked

out to music with Ms. Rollie as the DJ, complete with bubbles,

dancing, and plenty of Sumner Star energy!

To celebrate our fundraising success, our elementary principals

competed in a hilarious inflatable race on Thursday, October 22nd!

Ms. Rollie proudly represented Sumner in her inflatable squirrel

costume and kept the squirrelly fun going with a victory lap

through the Sumner hallways on Friday, October 23rd!

A HUGE thank-you to our families and community for supporting

our students and schools. Your generosity makes incredible

opportunities and experiences possible for our students!

Walkathon 2026: Inflatable Race



Important Dates to Remember

November 3rd - No School Day (Professional Development Day)

November 25th-27th - No School (Holiday Break)

Make Sure You are Ready for Cold Weather

The weather is getting colder, so it is important that your child comes to school with appropriate

outdoor clothing. We go outside every day! Please make sure your child has a warm coat, hat and

gloves every day.

Dressing Warmly For Winter



Toys at School

We kindly ask that students leave their toys at home unless it is for a special, designated occasion

at school. Bringing toys can be distracting during learning time, and we want to ensure all students

are able to focus and make the most of their day.

If there is an upcoming special event or occasion where toys will be allowed, we’ll be sure to let

you know in advance. Thank you for your support in helping us create a focused and productive

learning environment!

📞 Keep Emergency Contacts Up to Date!

To help us ensure your child’s safety, please take a moment to review and update your emergency

contact information. If your phone number, address, or emergency contacts have changed recently,

let us know as soon as possible. Accurate contact details help us reach you quickly in case of

illness, injury, or other urgent situations.

You can update your information by logging into the parent portal.

Thank you for helping us keep our records current!

As we embrace the month of November at Sumner, we focus on two powerful themes: Gratitude

and a Growth Mindset. This is a wonderful time to reflect on what we are thankful for and to

encourage our student to embrace challenges as opportunities for growth. Here at Sumner, we are

encouraging students to tackle a new challenge this month! Whether it's learning a new skill, trying

a new sport, or tackling a tough puzzle. Remember, mistakes are part of learning. Celebrate the

efforts, not just the outcome!



Greta Curtis- Reading Corps Tutor

What are you most looking forward to this school year?

This school year I’m looking forward to meeting the staff and

students and helping kids learn!

What is your favorite thing to learn about?

My favorite thing to learn about is history but my favorite subject

is language arts.

What is your favorite hobby outside of school?

My favorite hobby is going to the gym and doing crafts.





Sumner Elementary School
https://sumner.austin.k12.mn.us

805 8th Avenue NW
Austin, MN 55912
507-460-1100

School Hours:
8:00AM - 2:30PM

https://www.facebook.com/SumnerElementarySchool

