
Hello Sumner Families!

Your child can be successful when we all work together. When

caregivers join with their child's teacher(s), we can make great

things happen! Getting involved, continually learning about what

your child is doing in school, being open to trying things at home,

and having fun learning and engaging together gives your child what

they need. You! Your attention. Your energy. Your focus. Together

we can!

We LOVED seeing you at our Fall Family Night, the Homecoming

Parade and we are looking forward to our Elementary Walkathon. It

was wonderful to spend time together, enjoying delicious food, and

celebrating our school pride. These moments remind us how

special it is to learn, play, and grow alongside one another.

As we look ahead, we’re excited for more opportunities to connect and celebrate our Sumner story.

Thank you for showing up, for partnering with us, and for sharing in the joy of your child’s learning

journey. As always, please take a moment to provide us feedback by clicking on the link below.

October 2026 Family Feedback – Fill out form

Wishing you well,

Jill Rollie

1. Support and resources to ensure a safe and welcoming learning environment.

We enjoyed spending time and connecting with our families at our Welcome Family Night on

September 3rd. We served 200 meals on this night and enjoyed great family fun and

connection. It was pure JOY!

We issued 271 stickers to students who showed STAR Attendance in the month of September!

Students are able to earn these monthly stickers by achieving zero unexcused absences or

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/cndAvf40dv


tardies during the month and no more than two excused absences (three or more excused

absences will disqualify them for that month). Remember to call the Sumner office if your

child is going to be absent or tardy. Attendance Matters!

2. Packer Profile for all learners

Our Elementary Packer Profile is Growing! Our Elementary Packer Profile is growing with

fantastic artifacts that tell the story of your child’s learning and growth! This year, your child

will showcase artifacts demonstrating progress in math, reading, and writing, along with

learning from music, art, physical education, and science!

Each student will also highlight a one-word strength their teacher has noticed shining brightly

in them. ❤️
You’ll find these special snapshots of learning and growth in your child’s Seesaw throughout

the year. We hope you enjoy watching your child learn, grow, and shine at Sumner! ⭐
Third grade classrooms enjoyed A Day on the Farm and a trip to the Nature Center

First grade classrooms went to the Apple Orchard and were able to bring back apples.

3. District-wide multi-tiered systems of support.

Our student body has earned 21 Starbucks, which means classrooms have earned 210 Tokens,

which means the adults in our building have given 5,250 Start Tickets to students showing the

Sumner Cool Rules! AWESOME! When we reach 50 Starbucks we will enjoy a schoolwide

celebration! More to come!

4. Excellence in resource management.

Our para educators are supporting students in grades K-4. These incredible educators support

early childhood developmental needs and provide targeted interventions and supports for

small groups of students, as well as individual student needs.

To learn more about the Packer Profile and the district’s long-term strategic plan, please visit

AccelerateAustin.org.

Elementary Walkathon Fundraiser

We’re excited to kick off this year’s district-wide PTC fundraiser,

the Austin Elementary Schools Walkathon! Students from all four

public elementary schools will be walking to raise funds that

directly support positive behavior (PBIS) celebrations, family

engagement nights, outdoor learning, spirit wear, and much more.

Donations can be collected easily and securely online through

FundHub, making it simple for family and friends near and far to

participate. This fun and active event is a great way for our

community to come together in support of every child in our schools! For details on how to

register your child and start fundraising, please view video attached. You are welcome to join your

child at the schoolwide walk beginning at 10:00-10:20 on October 7th. You may wait by the flagpole

on the North side of Sumner to meet up with your child.

http://accelerateaustin.org/


Attendance Matters

We are thrilled to have your child here at Sumner! Your child is

extremely important to us, and attendance is extremely important

to your child's education and future success. The information

below brings awareness that absences add up. Even when excused,

absences still impact your child's learning. We want to partner with

you to provide the best education and support for your child and

your family. No matter the reason your child is absent, please

report on the Parent Portal or call the Sumner office at 1-507-460-

1100 so we can best support you. We are celebrating students each

month who have zero unexcused tardies and absences. Attendance Matters!

Star Attendance

Each month, your student has the opportunity to earn a Sumner STAR Attendance Sticker as

recognition for their commitment to being present and on time for school. To qualify, students

must meet the following criteria:

Zero unexcused absences or tardies during the month.

No more than two excused absences (three or more excused absences will disqualify them

for that month).

Earning a Sumner STAR Attendance Sticker is a special way to celebrate students who make

school a priority. Each sticker shows that your child is building great habits—like responsibility,

time management, and perseverance—that will help them succeed both inside and outside the

classroom.



At the end of the year, students who collect multiple stickers will be recognized for their

outstanding dedication to attendance and punctuality. Every day matters, and this is a fun way for

our students to shine as Sumner STARS!

PBIS Classroom Celebrations

Our students are earning A LOT of Star Tickets showing the Sumner Cool Rules. When a

classroom earns 25 Star Tickets, they earn a class Token. Once the classroom has earned 10

Tokens, they celebrate! Teachers and students are having all kinds of fun celebrations like painting

parties, popcorn parties, extra recess and much more! During this season our classroom

celebrations may focus on the things fall brings to us in Minnesota; changing leaves, harvesting of

apples, corn, beans, pumpkins. We will not be allowing students to wear costumes/masks at

school.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Our school family always enjoys opportunities to partner with our students' families! We are

looking forward to connecting with you during our October conferences to share the glows and

grows for each child attending Sumner. Our conferences windows occur on Tuesday, October 8th

and Tuesday, October 12th from 4:00-8:00 PM. You should have received a portal push providing

you a link to select a conference time. Here is the link once again: Sumner Elementary School

Conferences

If you need assistance with scheduling a conference with your child's teacher, please call Lisa

Bellrichard at 507-460-1100. We will offer a book fair in our gym if you wish to purchase books for

https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/book/SumnerElementarySchoolConferences@isd492.onmicrosoft.com/?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/book/SumnerElementarySchoolConferences@isd492.onmicrosoft.com/?ismsaljsauthenabled


your child. You are vitally important to the work we do with your child at Sumner and we are

grateful for this partnership!

Remote Learning Day

As we prepare for the possibility of winter weather, we want families to know what to expect if a

Remote Learning Day (e-learning day) is needed.

A Remote Learning Day may be used when inclement weather prevents us from safely holding

school in person. On these days, students will continue learning from home with instruction and

learning activities provided by their teachers. Below is a link to the activities if and when a Remote

Learning Day is announced:

Remote Learning Days - Austin Public Schools | Inspire. Empower. Accelerate.

If a Remote Learning Day is declared, families will be notified at least two hours before the regular

school start time. Students will follow our Remote Learning Day plan from home, and teachers will

be available online and by phone during normal school hours to provide support to students and

families. Remote Learning Days count as regular school days, and Minnesota school districts may

use up to five e-learning days during a school year.

Our goal is to keep learning moving forward while keeping our students, families, and staff safe

during inclement weather.

🧡 Unity Day – Wear Orange on October 21st!

On October 21, we will celebrate Unity Day by wearing ORANGE as a school community!

Throughout our hallways, we’ll also proudly display our students’ one-word strengths—shouting

from the rooftops that each of us brings unique strengths that make Sumner the vibrant,

welcoming school community it is!

Together, we celebrate belonging, kindness, inclusion, and the incredible strengths that make each

of us uniquely Sumner! 🧡⭐

https://www.austin.k12.mn.us/district-resources/remote-learning-days


Wellness Week: Healthy Students, Ready to Learn!

We are excited to partner with Mayo Clinic to celebrate Wellness Week, October 19–23! Each day,

we’ll bring intention to a different area of wellness with Mindful Minute Monday, Tasty Tuesday,

WOW (Walk or Wheel) Wednesday, Tech-Free Thursday, and Friendly Friday!

Throughout the week, we’ll reinforce simple, healthy habits that can carry from the classroom to

home. We love supporting our Sumner Stars in building habits that help them feel their best, stay

healthy, and be ready to learn!



Important Dates to Remember

October 8th from 4:00-8:00 PM (Scheduled through Bookings link)

Sumner Elementary School

October 7th @ 10:00 AM- 10:20 AM: Elementary Walk-a-Thon

Sumner Elementary School - meet by the Flagpole



October 23rd: Picture Retake Day

Sumner Elementary School

October 12th from 4:00-8:00 PM (Scheduled through Bookings

link)

Sumner Elementary School

October 14th - 16th - NO SCHOOL

October 19th - Fire Drill

October 19th - Wellness Week in partnership with Mayo Health

System

October 21st - Unity Day! All staff and students are encouraged to wear Orange!

Arrival and Dismissal Update at Sumner Elementary School

We appreciate your efforts to keep our arrival and dismissal safe at Sumner! A couple of items to

note:

Arrival:

Please continue to drop off your child on the East and South side of the building. Do not park or

drop off your child on the North side of the building, this is the bus lane.

Dismissal:

Please use the East and South side of the building when picking up your child after school. When

parking by a crosswalk to pick up your child after school, please provide sufficient space from the

crosswalk and your parked car. We want to ensure students are able to safely cross the street

using the crosswalks.

Friendly Reminder: Please refrain from parking in designated handicap parking spaces during

arrival and dismissal unless you have a valid permit. Let's work together to ensure these spots

remain accessible for those who truly need them. Thank you for your cooperation!

𝐄𝐕𝐄𝐑𝐘 𝐒𝐂𝐇𝐎𝐎𝐋 𝐇𝐀𝐒 𝐀 𝐒𝐓𝐎𝐑𝐘.

From the first days of kindergarten to graduation day, Austin Public Schools have helped shape

generations of students and families. This video reflects on those stories and looks ahead to our

schools' future. As the community considers the upcoming referendum, we encourage everyone to

learn more, ask questions, and stay informed.

Learn more here: www.austin.k12.mn.us/referendum

https://www.austin.k12.mn.us/district-resources/referendum-2026
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.austin.k12.mn.us%2Freferendum%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFDT2JIME5PQXJOTDJ1TU1ic3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHstucFx-4INUFNjs1LVn8aqlUD_gH2RQlyRoCA66mNAi1mNgSvxwCRiakrdo_aem_ZWYpn2Rb0HiT-E6bIJOdoQ&h=AUAzyP3xBdo-ff-u8OXPg1HYXmtNQQY1TVDcdhxU7yl2IufJfGgUjqgEA2HUUAqskAirnAQdWvuAfJKvCNaxVkAA4s8KD6zSvFa5tzc6NKpyz5b7ve9a2pa3K6-PYdqvaEnU7AmIAh7kaw&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AUCuqvoImfqyqf24xHrRiYGFH1frgpRPcW9uJh0kk_DyAy6qBpe1Ye-x9CsTWMUhNnaZX278hXUtLv5S8u4O9wxWodD_0P098RV027OPdBBG1NBIUf6BGwKb90p4B7lRaW0GBEXGykfna3NeW4D6FMcX1ZomMx3EojUSZcY3ckx5HRE_TINf0OjQRwrRXSXT9uveGOpQvZhARPQArU-Jvi0


Sumner Elementary School

How the Proposed Referendum Would Impact Sumner Elementary

On November 3, Austin voters will decide on a proposed school facilities referendum. If approved,

the referendum would fund improvements across the district, including several projects at Sumner

Elementary.

At Sumner, projects would focus on accessibility, safety, and learning spaces. Planned

improvements include creating a secure main entrance, installing an elevator to improve access

throughout the building, updating classroom and cafeteria ceilings, replacing aging doors, and

improving accessibility features. These updates would help make Sumner more welcoming and

accessible for all students, families, staff, and community members.

Referendum Resources to Learn More:

Watch Superintendent Dr. Joey Page's Presentation

View the Districtwide Project Budget Breakdown

Visit the Referendum Informational Webpage

Make a plan to vote on or before November 3, 2026.

Sumner Artsonia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mb3UVHm2R8&t=2s
https://tinyurl.com/5b8raxv3
https://www.austin.k12.mn.us/district-resources/referendum-2026


There are two art teachers at Sumner this year, Ms. Langfeldt and Mrs. Lennie. We would like to let

you know that you can keep up to date on what your student is doing in art class by viewing their

digital art portfolio on Artsonia. The online school gallery link is: Sumner Art Gallery

If you are not already connected to your student’s art portfolio you can use the following links to

get connected. Ms. Langfeldt’s classes: https://www.artsonia.com/connect/WX5398BB

Mrs. Lennie’s classes: https://www.artsonia.com/connect/SKYFZM4B

You can then share artwork with friends and family and receive important updates on your child's

art class activity. If you have questions or if your child already has an Artsonia account from a

previous school, please email Mrs. Lennie (krystal.lennie@austin.k12.mn.us) or Ms. Langfeldt

(ashley.langfeldt@austin.k12.mn.us)

October Social Emotional Values: Respect, Self-Awareness and Inclusion

This month at Sumner, we're focusing on three important character traits: Respect, Self-

Management and Inclusivity. These skills help students grow as individuals and work together as a

team in and outside the classroom. For example, showing respect doesn't just apply to people - it's

also about respecting our environment. This month we're encouraging all students to pick up

garbage around the playground, cafeteria and our classrooms. Let's all take pride in Sumner

Elementary and make it a place we can be proud of! Check out some great resources for At-Home

Activities to try:

Inclusion is vital part of our school family. We want to have friends. We want to belong. In this

story, Brian feels invisible. He often sits by himself when the other children are playing. Brian's

experience at school changes when he makes a friend. A friend can make all the difference to

someone who is feeling invisible. Don't be afraid to reach out to someone who may seem different

from you. Everyone needs a friend-- and your kindness can make a big difference!

Enjoy this read aloud titled, The Invisible Boy written by Trudy Ludwig and illustrated by Patrice

Barton.

https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=92562
https://www.artsonia.com/connect/WX5398BB
https://www.artsonia.com/connect/SKYFZM4B
mailto:krystal.lennie@austin.k12.mn.us
mailto:ashley.langfeldt@austin.k12.mn.us


The Invisible Boy, Written by Trudy Ludwig Illustrated by Patrice Barton

Wellness at Home!

Looking for simple ways to keep your family active and healthy? Each month, SHAPE America

provides a Wellness Calendar filled with fun, easy activities that encourage movement, healthy

habits, and overall well-being. Try a few activities together and make wellness part of your family

routine!





Sumner Elementary School
https://sumner.austin.k12.mn.us

805 8th Avenue NW
Austin, MN 55912
507-460-1100

School Hours:
8:00AM - 2:30PM

https://www.facebook.com/SumnerElementarySchool

