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Teacher's Note

Field Trip to the
Science Museum –
April 20th
Parent-Teacher
Conferences – April
25th (Sign-up forms
sent home)

Brie Bower, Principal

Morgan Pratt, Assistant Principal 
& 504/ADA Bld. Coordinator

November 
2026

6315 Freedom
Ave Sykesville,
MD 21784 

Voice
(410)751-3535

Fax
 (410)751-3539 

School Hours:
9:15 – 3:45

preattendance@
carrollk12.org

Need to contact an
administrator? 

A teacher? 
Check the

 Staff Directory!

Hello Piney Families!

We hope you and your family are finding time to enjoy this
beautiful fall season! As we wrap up the first marking
period, we wanted to share a few updates with you.
Report cards will be sent home on November 11th. As we
begin a new marking period, I wanted to share an important
update about how we recognize student achievement.
While regular school attendance is important, we will no
longer recognize perfect attendance. We know that
students sometimes need to miss school due to illness,
medical appointments, or family circumstances, and we
want families to feel comfortable making the best decisions
for their child's health and well-being. Instead, we will
continue to encourage positive attendance habits while
celebrating the many ways students grow and succeed
throughout the year.
We are also excited to continue recognizing academic
excellence through Principal's Honor Roll for students in
grades 3-5. Students earn this distinction by receiving
straight A's and O's on their report card. At the end of the
year, students who earn Principal's Honor Roll during
Quarters 1, 2, and 3 will be invited to a special celebration in
recognition of their hard work, dedication, and
achievement.
Thank you for your continued partnership and support. We
wish you and your family a safe, happy, and relaxing
Thanksgiving.

Sincerely,
Brie Bower and Morgan Pratt

https://pre.carrollk12.org/about/staff-directory
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The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary
to Maryland State Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information,

marital status, mental or physical disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly

committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for all persons by providing an
environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free from any

form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and
extracurricular activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the

non-discrimination policies:  Director of Human Resources 125 North Court Street Westminster, MD 21157
(410) 751-3070.

CCPS Important Dates Linked HERE

Notice of Non-Discrimination

Important Information for PRE Families
Same day dismissal changes must be emailed to
preattendance@carrollk12.org no later than 2:00
PM.

Free and Reduced Meal Information linked below

 Meal Benefits

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1768482240/carrollk12org/carrollk12org/e1ufxlawhdywoiev8hp3/2026-2027SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/financial-services/food-services
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Volunteers

Need more
information?

Important PRE
Dates

October 29- Parent- teacher conferences
November 3- Election Day- Schools Closed
November 4- Early dismissal for students 
(1 PM dismissal) End of Marking Period
November 5- Q2  begins. PTA Paint Night
November 11- Veterans Day celebrations, PTA Mtg.
November 12- Fall Picture Retakes
November 16- 20 Book Fair
November 17- Literacy Night at Eldersburg Library
November 18- Parent-teacher conferences
November 20- Early dismissal for students 
(1 PM dismissal)
November 25- Early dismissal for students 
(1 PM dismissal)
November 26, 27- Schools Closed for Thanksgiving
Break

Check our
WEBSITE

regularly for
news,

resources
and

important
topics.

All visitors to the school must come
to the main entrance and ring the

doorbell.
Upon entering, proceed to the office

to sign in. Visitors must show a
photo ID.

Any school volunteers must
complete CCPS Volunteer Training at
least 7 days prior to volunteering in

the school. 

When visiting for lunch:
-Visitors must sign in and out in the
front office. Parents/guardians are

not permitted to attend recess.

Upcoming PTA Meetings:
11/11
12/9

PTA Events:
11/5- Family Paint Night
11/13- World Kindness Day
11/23-24- Thanksgiving Pie Collection                                 
11/24- Chick-Fil-A Fundraiser Night

https://pre.carrollk12.org/
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/human-resources/volunteer-program
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Information from Mrs. Yetman

Outdoor Recess
Students will be outdoors for recess as long as it is not:
- below 32 degrees
 - pouring rain
 -thunderstorms
P. E. will also be outside when possible. Please dress your children
appropriately for colder weather.
Students who are excused from P.E. do not participate in recess but they
do sit outside during their recess time and play with chalk, read, games,
and legos. 
High Pollen days can be tough on kids, please remind them to wash their
hands and even faces when they come back inside from recess, if needed.
Please talk with your doctor if daily allergy medication is right for your
child to help with allergies.
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Fourth Grade Fifth GradeThird GradeSecond Grade

Pre K First GradeKindergarten
9:30-11:00
12:15- 1:00

Special Areas 2:15 - 2:45

9:30-10:15
11:45- 1:45

Special Areas 1:45 - 2:45

9:15- 11:15
12:15- 1:15

Special Areas 2:45 - 3:45

9:15- 11:15
1:45- 3:15

Special Areas: 12:45- 1:45 

9:15- 11:15
2:15 - 3:15

Special Areas: 11:15- 12:15 

11:15 - 12:15
1:45- 3:15

Speical Areas: 10:15- 11:15 

10:15- 11:45
1:15- 3:15

Special Areas 9:15-10:15

PRE American Education Week
November 16- 20

Parents/guardians are invited to visit classrooms
during American Education Week.

Recommended times to visit are listed below. Please
note that Friday, 11/20 is an early dismissal day. The

schedule is different on this day.
No younger siblings 
No photos or
recording permitted
Please bring
identification
Grandparents need
written permission
from guardians to
attend
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Birth to Kindergarten Program
Supporting Young Children and Families from Birth to Kindergarten

Do you have questions or concerns about your child's development or learning?

The Birth to Kindergarten Program connects Carroll County families with early
intervention, evaluations, preschool special education services, and other
supports for children from birth through age five.

👶 Birth to Age 3
The Carroll County Infants and Toddlers Program (CCITP) provides early
intervention services for eligible children under age 3. Services and evaluations
are provided at no cost to families when determining eligibility.

Referral:
📞 410-876-4437
🌐 Online Infant & Toddler Referral

🧒 Ages 3–5
Child Find helps identify children who may be eligible for preschool special
education and related services.
If you have concerns about your child's development or learning, you do not need
to wait for someone else to recommend a referral.

Referral options:
🌐 Online Child Find Referral
📞 410-876-4437
📧 BirthtoKindergarten@carrollk12.org
🌐 Learn More
Visit the Birth to Kindergarten Program webpage for information about services,
supports, referrals, and resources:

Carroll County Public Schools — Birth to Kindergarten Program

Questions?
Birth to Kindergarten Program
📞 410-876-4437
📧 BirthtoKindergarten@carrollk12.org
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🔢 5 EASY WAYS TO PRACTICE MATH AT HOME- Part 2

Math is everywhere!

You don't need worksheets or flashcards to help your child become a stronger
mathematician. Everyday activities provide opportunities to count, compare, estimate,
measure, problem-solve, and explain thinking.

🎲 1. Play Math Games
Use dice, playing cards, board games, or dominoes to practice counting, addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and strategy.
Try: “Who has more? How many more?”

🧱 2. Build & Create
Use blocks, LEGOs, or household objects to explore shapes, patterns, measurement,
and spatial reasoning.
Try: “Can you build something with four sides? How many different shapes can you
make?”

🌳 3. Measure the World
Measure objects around your home or outside using rulers, tape measures, or even
nonstandard units.
Try: “How many inches long is the table? Let's estimate first!”

🧺 4. Sort & Organize
Have your child sort laundry, toys, pantry items, or collections by color, size, shape, or
another attribute.
Try: “How many different ways could we sort these?”

💭 5. Ask “How Do You Know?”
The best math practice often comes from talking about thinking—not just getting the
right answer.
Ask:

How did you figure that out?
Can you solve it another way?
Can you estimate first?
How do you know your answer makes sense?

⭐ Remember:
Math doesn't have to feel like homework!
A few minutes of meaningful math conversations during everyday activities can help
your child develop confidence, problem-solving skills, and a deeper understanding of
mathematics.
Look for math. Talk about math. Do math together!
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