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VIDE Announces Additional School Closures in the St. Thomas–St. John District 

Due to Continued Electrical Grid Instability 
 

The Virgin Islands Department of Education (VIDE) advises parents, guardians, students, faculty, and 

staff that, despite the ongoing efforts of the Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority (WAPA) to 

restore the electrical grid, several communities and schools across the St. Thomas–St. John District 

remain without electrical service. 

 

Due to the continued instability of the electrical grid and the need to prioritize the safety and well-

being of our students and employees, the Department must close the following school sites today, 

Thursday, October 22, 2026: 

 

* Sprauve School 

* Bertha C. Boschulte Middle School 

* Ivanna Eudora Kean High School 

* Joseph Gomez Elementary School 

* Yvonne Milliner-Bowsky Elementary School 

* Joseph Sibilly Elementary School 

 

We recognize the impact these unexpected closures have on our families, employees, and school 

communities. We sincerely apologize for the short notice and appreciate your patience and 

understanding as we respond to this developing situation. 

 

The Department will continue to monitor updates regarding the restoration of electrical service and 

will communicate additional information as it becomes available. We remain committed to making 

decisions that protect the safety of our students and staff while minimizing disruptions to teaching and 

learning. 

 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and understanding as we navigate these circumstances 

together. 
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