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A message from
Principal Greg Alexander

Happy November, Carberry families! As
the weather turns and we head toward
Thanksgiving, I want to thank you again
for the trust you place in our staff every
day. This month brings a few fun events,
a couple of important screenings, and —
as always — our ongoing commitment to
keeping your children safe.

Keeping You Informed: Our
Approach to Safety Trainings

Every month, Carberry conducts safety
drills as part of our ongoing commitment
to student safety and in line with state
requirements. This month, for example,
our students will take part in an
Evacuation Drill.

A quick note on our terminology: we've
moved away from calling these “fire drills”
and now call them Evacuation Drills, since
the goal is to practice exiting the building
safely, whatever the reason.

It's also worth knowing there are two
forms this can take:

• A standard Evacuation Drill — students
and staff exit the building and gather at a
designated spot on our own property,
then return inside once the drill is
complete.

• Evacuation Drill with Route A or Route B
— this is a different scenario: it means
students and staff would relocate to
another site entirely. In a real event like



this, we would activate our reunification
plan and communicate with you directly
through our ParentSquare app to let you
know where to go to pick up your child
and what to expect.

We don't publish exact drill times or
procedural details in advance, because
doing so can reduce how effective a drill
is in actually preparing students and staff
for a real emergency. What I can commit
to is this:

• A short note home afterward, so you're
not hearing about it secondhand.

• ParentSquare as our line of
communication if a real relocation and
reunification were ever needed.

• A standing invitation to reach out — if
your child feels anxious about drills, our
school counselor is glad to talk with you
about ways to prepare them at home.

My goal is for you to feel informed and
know what our terms mean, without us
compromising the drill's purpose. If you
ever
have questions about our safety planning,
my door — and my email — are always
open.

A Note About Our Butterfly Project

Recently, our district community was
personally touched by a tragedy — an
elementary school in Bend, Oregon
experienced a shooting in which staff and
students lost their lives, including a
teacher connected to one of our own
district staff members. In the days that
followed, our Carberry students and staff



wanted to do something kind in response
to such a painful loss. Each classroom
took a few minutes to color a Monarch
butterfly, and these were gathered
together and sent to the teacher's family
as a small gesture of encouragement and
support during an unimaginably hard
time.

I want to be upfront: I should have told you about this project before it happened, and
I'm sorry I didn't. Several of you were caught off guard when your child came home
with questions or feelings you didn't expect, and that's on me. Teachers approached the
conversation differently across classrooms depending on students' ages, you didn't have
the context to help your child process it at home.

Going forward, when we plan an activity like this — one that touches on something
happening in the news or in our wider school community — I'll make sure to let you
know ahead of time, even briefly, so you can talk with your child on your own terms. If
your child has questions or big feelings about this that are still lingering, please don't
hesitate to reach out to your teacher or our school counselor. We're glad to help.
Thank you for your grace as we continue to learn and grow together as a school
community.

As always, thank you for partnering with us. If you have questions about anything in
this newsletter, please reach out to the front office.

— Principal Greg Alexander, Carberry Elementary

 

Important Dates



November
2nd- Huskie Explorers (Session 1/Week 3)
3:50-5:15 PM 
5th- Picture Re-take Day
5th- Title I Family Reading Night 5:30-
7:30 PM
5th- Deadline for veterans' pictures to be
turned in to Mrs. Meade
9th- Huskie Explorers (Session 1/Week 4)
3:50-5:15 PM
10th- NASA Specialists meeting 4:00-5:00
PM; school wide project 
11th- Veterans Day concert- 9:00 AM
school assembly; 2:00 PM
parents/guardians performance 
11th- Dress Up Day-wear red, white,
and/or blue
16th- PTO meeting 4:00 PM
17th-NASA Specialists meeting 4:00-5:00
PM; projects are due
19th- Dress Up Day-wear camo
23rd-27th- Thanksgiving Break NO
SCHOOL

 



Title I Family Reading Night-November 5th-5:30-
7:30 PM



 

NASA SPECIALISTS
NASA Specialists meeting Tuesday,
November 10th, 4:00-5:00 PM
School Wide Project
NASA Specialists Meeting Tuesday,
November 17th, 4:00-5:00 PM 
Project Due for Specialists

 





 

PTO Meeting Monday, November 16th, at 4:00 PM

 

Requesting Photos of Veterans-
Deadline Thursday, November 5th
Mrs. Meade is making a slide show of Veterans who have
served, or are currently serving, in the Armed Forces. The
slide show will be shown during our Veterans day assembly

and concert on Wednesday, November 11th. 



Please email a photograph of a Veteran to Mrs
Meade (KMeade@isd221.net) by Thursday,
November 5th.
Please include the following information:

1. Name of the Veteran
2. Name/grade level of the Carberry student and their relationship to the Veteran
3. What branch of the military he/she served in
4. Dates he/she served

Photos will NOT be accepted after the deadline!

Hard copies of photos that are submitted will be returned the week after the concert. If
possible, please invite the Veteran(s) you know to attend our concert on Wednesday,
November 11th, in the school gym.

Thank you for helping us honor our Veterans! If you have any questions or concerns,
please email Mrs. Kristin Meade at KMeade@isd221.net.

 





 

Food Box Distribution





 

Notes From the Nurse
We are in need of sizes 4 and 5 pants for boys and girls for
the nurse's office. Sweats would be great!
Thank you!

 



December
3rd- School-wide NASA projects due
4th- NASA Specialists Friday Field Trip
10th- Christmas concert (3rd and 4th
grade) 11:00 AM school assembly; 2:30
PM parents/guardians performance
11th- Family Friday Holiday Event
14th-PTO meeting 4:00 PM
21st-January 4th-Christmas Break NO
SCHOOL
January 5th-School back in session

 

Change of Plans for How Your
Child Goes Home? CALL THE

OFFICE NO LATER THAN 3:15 PM



If there is a change of plans for how your child is to
go home...
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE if you need to change the plans for how your child will get
home. Teachers do not have time to look at their messages about a change of plans.
When the office is not informed, it can cause miscommunication. Children can miss the
bus, or parents can come to pick them up, and they are on the bus. Thank you for
understanding!

 

If Your Child Is Going To Be
Absent...



Have you either called or emailed THE OFFICE to let us know EVEN if you've
informed their teacher? Please call before 8:15 AM or after 8:45 AM because
the office is super busy during this time. 208-365-0839 cesattendance@isd221.net
Thank you!

Also, if your child has a doctor/dentist/counseling appointment, please remember to
bring the office a note from the doctor.



 



 


