
EMERGING DRUG ALERT · OVERDOSE PREVENTION

Cychlorphine
What families, schools, and communities need to know about a new synthetic opioid.

Cychlorphine (N-propionitrile chlorphine) is an emerging synthetic opioid that can be up to 10 times 

more potent than fentanyl. It may be mixed with fentanyl or other drugs without a person’s knowledge 

and may not be detected by drug test strips or routine hospital opioid screens.
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Why it’s especially dangerous

Hidden in other drugs. Found in counterfeit pills 

and fentanyl powder, and mixed with meth, 

cocaine, and more.3,4

Hard to detect. Test strips and routine hospital 

urine opioid screens don’t pick it up.3

May need extra naloxone. An overdose may take 

more than one dose to reverse.3,4

Close to home. San Francisco reported its first 

related death in April 2026.5

Signs of an opioid overdose1

Won’t wake up or respond to voice or touch

Slow, shallow, or no breathing

Tiny “pinpoint” pupils

Blue or gray lips and fingertips

Choking, gurgling, or snoring sounds

If you suspect an overdose

1 Call 911 right away. Time is critical. 

California’s Good Samaritan law protects 

people who call for help.2,4

2 Give naloxone (Narcan). It’s safe even if 

opioids aren’t involved. No response in 2–3 

minutes? Give another dose.1,2

3 Support breathing. Give rescue breaths if 

trained, or lay the person on their side.1

4 Stay with them until help arrives, or for at 

least 4 hours.2

Exposure questions? Poison Control: 1-800-222-

12223

Protect yourself and others

Carry naloxone. It’s over the 

counter, no prescription needed.2

Only take pills prescribed to you 

and dispensed by a pharmacy.4

Talk about it. Share this with young 

people, families, and staff.

#OverdosePrevention #NaloxoneSavesLives #HarmReduction
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