
Jim Kelley Career 
Pathway Center



How This Experience Blossomed to 
Others For FWCS Students!

What began as one experience several years ago, has blossomed 
into over 21 guaranteed experiences K-8 and featuring over 13 

unique community partners. As of October 12th, over 9,000 students 
have already attended a guaranteed experience!



Staff Experience

The Jim Kelley Career Pathway Center 
has played host to New Teacher 
Orientation, Success Coaches, College 
and Career Advisors, and Veteran 
Teachers over the last 3 years to 
showcase to staff to what our students 
experience and begin thinking how it can 
connect to their role!



The Jim Kelley Experience

Construction Trades
- Basic Joinery

Advanced Manufacturing
- Welding Simulator

Technology
- RVR Programming

7th Grade 8th Grade
Health Science
- LapSim ST
- Phlebotomy

Automotive
- SimSpray
- VR Headset



Role in Schools of Success
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Role in Schools of Success

EXPLORATION

PREPARED

Discipline-based literacy in action.

SKILLED

Hands-on competency connections.

CONNECTED

Community connected learning.

EXPERIENCED

Career awareness exposure.



Student Testimonials

“I learned about how choosing a career isn't easy but if you know 
what you want and have a good plan, go for it.”

“I learned many opportunities at Jim Kelley are available to us as high 
schoolers.”

“There are a lot of different things you can choose from and even 
though it seems easy, you still have to practice because it is actually 

not.”

“I learned how to draw blood on a fake human arm, but I think I know 
how to do it on a real human now.”



2023/2024 to 2025/2026:

4,000+ Students/Year

2026/2027:

Tracking +94% Engagement Rate

What’s Next:

Longitudinal Influence Study

Industry Trends → Experiences

High School GE Impact

Through the Years



Questions?

Josh Riikonen, Experiential Learning Coordinator
Riley Johnson, Principal, Amp Lab
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