
KRISTIN 
SMART 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Class of 2026-2027 Scholarship Application 

Submission Deadline: March 19, 2027 

Kristin Smart Scholarship Award: TWO One-time minimum cash grants of $5,000 each 
One minimum $5,000 award for San Luis Obispo County 

One Minimum $5,000 award for San Joaquin County 
Partial Awards may also be awarded for each county 

Scholarship Background: 

Kristin Smart graduated from Lincoln High School in Stockton in 1995 and was a freshman at Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo when she was sexually assaulted and lost her life in 1996. Kristin was a 
vibrant young woman who embraced life, loved exploring, travel, nature, and dreamed of seeing 
how architecture could bring people together. Though her life was tragically cut short, her family 
hopes this scholarship will help carry her spirit and aspirations forward. 

This scholarship is intended for a young woman who shares Kristin's passion for nature, travel, and 
making the world safer. We invite high school seniors pursuing studies in architecture, international 
studies, law enforcement, or criminal justice to apply and share how you hope to make a difference. 

Scholarship Criteria: 
• Graduating female Senior from San Luis Obispo or San Joaquin County
• Plans to attend a 2 or 4-year accredited college or university in 2026.
• 3.25 or higher cumulative GPA
• Evidence of Community Service
• Interest in a Career in Architecture, Criminal Justice/ Law Enforcement or International Studies
• Awardee must show evidence of acceptance to a 2 to 4-year college prior to accepting the award.
• In the event that an award recipient attends a California 2-year college, the award will cover

actual tuition, fees, and books. (Not to exceed amount of minimum award)

Scholarship Application Requirements: 
Submit hard-copy applications in a suitable envelope that includes the following: 
• Completed application form.
• High School transcripts including first semester of senior year.
• Two letters of recommendation in sealed envelopes.
• A recent color photo, is required (to potentially be used as part of online winners' announcement)
• A maximum 500-word essay explaining your interests, high school and community service activities.
• Share your career interest and what you hope to study in college and why you are pursuing that path.








