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Special Education Laws
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IDEA 2004
Guiding Principles
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No Child Left Behind Every Child 
Succeeds Act
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�
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T O  B E  C O N S T R U E D  A S  L E G A L  A D V I C E  O R  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S



IEP Process

E

Evaluation

Every 3 years

Eligibility

Updated 
once a year

IEP Development
Placement

As often as 
report cards

Progress 
Reports

Referral



Timelines
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Consent to Evaluate
TYPE OF ASSESSMENTS: A variety of assessment tools and strategies should be used to gather 
information that determines the educational needs of this student.  [Check yes or no for each assessment.]

RECOMMENDED 

YES NO

Assessment in All Areas Related to the Suspected Disability(ies) – describes the 
student’s performance in any area related to the child’s suspected disability(ies).
List recommended assessment(s):
______________________________________________________________________
_
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__

       
 

Educational Assessment – includes the history of the student’s educational progress in 
the general curriculum and includes current information on the student’s performance.       
Observation of the Student – includes the student’s interaction in the student’s 
classroom environment or in a child’s natural environment or an early intervention 
program. 

     

Health Assessment – details any medical problems or constraints that may affect the 
student’s education. 
Psychological Assessment – describes the student’s learning capacity and learning 
style in relationship to social/emotional development and skills.
Home Assessment – details any pertinent family history and home situations that may 
affect the student’s education and, with written consent, may include a home visit.  
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The Evaluation Period 
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Eligibility 
Meeting

Within 45 school days from the 
signing of the consent, a meeting 
is scheduled to discuss report 
findings and to determine 
eligibility



Who attends the meeting?
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Eligibility Flow 
Chart



Question 1
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Question 2 (a)
Is the child making effective progress in school?

Effective progress is documented growth 

In knowledge and skills (including 
social/emotional skills)

With or without accommodations
 
According to the chronological age and 
development expectations
 
According to the individual educational potential 
of the child
 
According to the MA Curriculum Frameworks

                            PQA = consider the last 12 
calendar months



Question 2 (b) & (c)
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Eligibility Determination
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Your child has been found eligible
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Student/Parent 
Concerns 
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Student & Team Vision
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Student & Team Vision

( C )  C A P E  C O D  A D V O C A T E  2 0 2 6 .  T H E  M A T E R I A L  I N  T H I S  W O R K S H O P  I S  B A S E D  O N  O U R  
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  A N D  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  T H E  L E G A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  O F  I D E A .   T H I S  I S  N O T  

T O  B E  C O N S T R U E D  A S  L E G A L  A D V I C E  O R  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S



Additional Team Vision and Student Profile
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Present Levels of Academic Achievement 
& Functional Performance 
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Present Levels of Academic Achievement 
& Functional Performance 
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Transition Planning
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COMMUNITY & 
INTERAGENCY INFO



Accommodations v 
Modifications





Goals & Objectives
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Service Delivery Grid
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Service Delivery 
Grid 



Statewide Assessments (MCAS page)
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ESY Service Delivery Grid
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Additional Information
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Placement
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Required action
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After services begin
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Modifying the IEP
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Resolving differences



Resolving differences
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Resolving Differences
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Resources

http://www.doe.mass.edu

http://www.fcsn.org

http://www.doe.mass.edu/
http://www.fcsn.org/


Thank you


