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Prize Posse Turns Big Ideas Into Big Opportunities

Excitement filled campuses across Galena Park ISD
(GPISD) on Wednesday, October 28, as the GPISD
Education Foundation Prize Posse traveled throughout the
district to surprise teachers and staff with funding that will
enhance student learning. What began as a typical school - T \‘\\’*;' .
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ATION
and educational excellence. This year, the GPISD Education
Foundation awarded 13 Innovative Teaching Grants and
two Beyond the Book Awards, investing $36,600 in
programs that will benefit learners across the district.

The annual grant initiative encourages educators to look
beyond traditional instruction and design engaging ways to
connect students with new ideas and experiences. This year,
the Foundation received 48 applications, including 31 team
submissions and 17 individual proposals, highlighting the
imagination and commitment found throughout GPISD.
Following a competitive review process, selected proposals
were recognized for their potential to increase engagement,
encourage exploration, and enrich educational outcomes.

The funded projects support a variety of academic and
enrichment areas, including literacy, STEM exploration, fine
arts, career preparation, entrepreneurship, technology, and
hands-on activities. By providing resources beyond regular
campus budgets, the Education Foundation enables teachers
to bring fresh concepts into their classrooms and create
meaningful connections between academic content and real-
world applications. These initiatives help learners develop
new skills, discover interests, and build confidence as they
prepare for future success.

In addition, two Beyond the Book Awards were presented to
team members who broaden educational experiences outside
traditional instructional settings. These awards honor
initiatives that encourage student involvement, foster
growth, and create memorable opportunities for learning.
Together, the grants and Beyond the Book Awards reflect a
shared commitment to providing students with engaging
pathways that support achievement and personal
development.
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The annual Prize Posse tour has become one of the district's
most anticipated traditions because it celebrates the people
behind these ideas. The excitement at each stop serves as a
reminder of the outstanding work taking place throughout
GPISD and showcases the strong partnership among the
' - Education Foundation, community supporters, and district
E‘D‘&ENA PARK T/%B Winner: employees. It is also an opportunity to recognize the passion
ATION FOUNDA . . . .
\ and innovation educators bring to their schools each day.

The grant initiative's success is made possible through the
generosity of donors, sponsors, volunteers, and community
partners who believe in investing in young people. Their
support helps turn promising concepts into reality and
expands access to enriching programs that might not
otherwise be available.

As these projects are implemented throughout the school
year, students across GPISD will benefit from activities
designed to spark curiosity, strengthen skills, and broaden
future possibilities. The annual Prize Posse tour is more than
a celebration of funding; it is a celebration of vision,
innovation, and a shared commitment to helping every
learner succeed.

GALENA PARK.L?O%/_ iy ; Through the support of the GPISD Education Foundation

EDUCATON Frlur};
1Y /

and its community partners, today's ideas will become
tomorrow's successes, helping students think big, achieve
more, and thrive in a district that continues to be a Great

Place to Be.
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