
Monday, November 2 Tuesday, November 3 Wednesday, November 4

College Gear Monday
Chess Club, Rm 118, 2:55 - 3:55 pm
 StuCo Officer Meeting at Lunch
Counseling Office
 7 Football v Jeannette @ Swinehart
(7th ONLY) 3:30 PM

Election Day No Students

StuCo Meeting Media Center
7:00 AM
StuCo Donut Sale  1st Hour
StuCo Jets Pizza Fundraiser (21
and VanDyke)  4:00 – 8:00 PM

Thursday,, November 5 Friday, November 6 Saturday, November 7

Homework Club, 2:55 - 3:55 pm,
Media Center
Magic: The Gathering, Room 126,
2:50 - 3:45 pm
AP Exam Deposit Payment Due
Pathways to Success @ HFII 6:00 –
8:30 pm   Postponed. 

AVID Bagel Sales, 2  Hrnd

MSU / U of M Spirit Day
Saturday School, Media Center,
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Eppler Chieftain Code of Conduct:
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Reasonable... And

above all, be kind to everyone.

EXPRESSEXPRESS  
EPPLER November 2, 2026

School News & Information
Clubs & Organizations

District News
PowerSchool

Reward Programs
Early Dismissals/Attendance

Contact Information

What’s Inside:What’s Inside:

Important Websites /
Resources:

Important Websites /
Resources:

 UCS Website
UCS Athletics

PaySchools
UCS Handbook

UCS Technology Support

https://uticak12org.finalsite.com/
https://uticak12org.finalsite.com/
https://uticak12org.finalsite.com/departments/athletics/athletics-home-page
https://www.payschoolscentral.com/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1785935442/uticak12org/ug6ijb3cgsvoqweyvbbl/2627handbook.pdf
https://www.uticak12.org/departments/athletics/athletics-home-page


Monday, November 9 Tuesday, November 10 Wednesday, November 11

College Gear Monday
Chess Club, Rm 118, 2:55
- 3:55 pm
Counselor SEL
Presentations in English
7 Classes
UHS Drama Day  Eppler
Drama / Theater
Students Visit Utica High
StuCo Sells Fall Dance
Tickets  All Lunches

Homework Club  Media
Center  2:55- 3:55 PM
Counselor Presentations
in English 8 Classes
StuCo Sells Fall Dance
Tickets  All Lunches
Pokémon TCG Club  
Room 106  2:50 – 3:50
PM

Counselor Presentations
in English 9 Classes
StuCo Sells Fall Dance
Tickets  All Lunches
NJHS Meeting  Media
Center  3:00 – 4:00 PM
Yearbook Dairy Queen
Utica Fundraiser  4:00 –
9:00 PM

Thursday, November 12 Friday, November 13 Saturday, November 14

Homework Club Media
Center 2:55- 3:55 PM
 Magic: The Gathering
Room 126  2:50 – 3:45
PM
 9th Grade Yearbook
Field Trip to UHS  9:00
AM – 1:30 PM
StuCo Sells Fall Dance
Tickets  All Lunches

Hawiian Spririt Day
Fall Luau Dance 3:00 –  
5:00 pm
AVID Bagel Sales  2nd
Hour
8th Grade Specialty
Program Applications
Due at 4:00 PM

 

Saturday School Media
Center 9:00 AM – 12:00
PM

Upcoming Activities

Click here to view the 2026-2027 Districit Calendar

IMPORTANT CONTACT IMFORMATION

EJH Admin

Mr. Jerry Pantano, Principal
gerard.pantano@uticak12.org

Karen Miscovich
Admin Assistant to Mr. Pantano
karen.miscovich@uticak12.org

586-797-2902

Ms. Tracy Ronsick, Assistant
Principal

tracy.ronsick@uticak12.org
Jeanette Priestley

Admin Assistant to Ms. Ronsick
jeanette.priestley@uticak12.org

586-797-2905

Counselors

Ms. April Raupp, Counselor
Students last name A-K

april.raupp@uticak12.org
Autumn Blanchard, Counselor

Students last name L-Z
autumn.blanchard@uticak12.org

Bethany Southard
Admin Assistant to Counseling
bethany.southard@uticak12.org

586-797-2904

Media Center

Vanessa Bechtel
Media Center Clerk

vanessa.bechtel@uticak12.org
586-797-2985

Security Officer

Sam Grammatico, SRO
salvatore.grammatico@uticak12.org

586-797-2991

ATTENDANCE LINEATTENDANCE LINEATTENDANCE LINE   
586-797-2999586-797-2999586-797-2999   

ATTENDANCE LINE 
586-797-2999 

Contact Information

Eppler All Staff 

Contact Information HERE

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1771517900/uticak12org/zik2mfsrtaruvksswoq7/2026-2027CalendarOverview.pdf
https://eppler.uticak12.org/about-us


YearbookYearbookYearbook

Order by:  11/20/26
Price: $44.00

Donation ProgramDonation ProgramDonation Program
New Eppler Information



New Eppler Information Cont.New Eppler Information Cont.



Year Long  Eppler Information

D‌a‌i‌l‌y‌ ‌S‌c‌h‌e‌d‌u‌l‌e‌  H‌a‌n‌d‌b‌o‌o‌k 

*No Hats/hoods
Clothing must not show bare mid
riffs, shoulders, cut too low or any

derogatory or drug/alchol messages.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1785935442/uticak12org/ug6ijb3cgsvoqweyvbbl/2627handbook.pdf


Year Long Eppler Information Cont.

C‌e‌l‌l‌ ‌P‌h‌o‌n‌e‌ ‌P‌o‌l‌i‌c‌y‌  I‌d‌ ‌R‌e‌q‌u‌i‌r‌e‌m‌e‌n‌t‌s 



School Safety

Year Long Eppler Information Cont.

Food delivered by a service such as Door Dash or
Grub Hub are not permitted. If a student forgets
their lunch, the may borrow against their lunch

account in the cafeteria, or a parent may drop off
a lunch for their student. HOWEVER, if the food

dropped off is from a restaurant, the student will
be asked to eat it in the Main Office.  Coffee,

smoothies and outside breakfast brought in the
school in the morning must be consumed before
going leaving the office. If you would ike to apply

for the free/reduced lunch program, or to
establish a lunch account for your child, please

click here.

Lunch Deliveries

Safety remains a priority for our school . Eppler is once

again providing training to our students and staff on our

safety protocols.  The protocols identify actions that

students may be asked to take in the event of a potential

incident: hold, secure, lockdown, evacuate and shelter.

The protocols will continue to be part of the training while

praticing our regular school safety driss, such as fire drill,

security drills, tornado drills, evacuation procedures, etc.
Please  check out the selection of

Lost and Found Items outside of the

counseling office.

Backpack Policy

Beginning with the 26/27 school year, students are no
longer able to carry their large backpacks during the

school day from class to class. Backpacks became a safety
issue in both our hallways and classrooms.  Backpacks

MUST remain in student lockers during the school day.

Students may carry a nylon drawstring tote. These hold a
maximun of two books and/or the student’s assigned
laptop and can hang on the back of student chairs.

Drawstring backpacks are available for purchase in The
Chieftain Corner Store or can be purchased at local

retailers.

BA
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https://utica.familyportal.cloud/


Late Arrivals
Please be aware that there is no need
to come into the building when you
are dropping off your child late or
after an appointment.  If you are

dropping off anything for your child,
we ask you label the item with your

students name for pickup 

When a student is going to be asbsent, parents/guardians should report the absence before the school day
begins.  Calls to the attendance line can be made 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The Eppler Attendance
Line is 586-797-2999. Absences will be input to PowerSchool by 4:00 pm on the day of the absence.

Per UCS Policy, the following reasons for an absence will be accepted as an excused absence; student illness,
hospitalization, doctor ordered bed rest, mandatory court appearance, death in the immeadiate family, family
vacation, medical appointments and administrative permission.  All other absences will be unexcuted.

Early Dismissals
We have a new process for early

dismissals. When you arrive at Eppler,
please scan the QR code on the red “Scan

For Early Dismissal” poster on the door,
type in the requested information and we
will call your student down to leave with

you.  

How to Report an Absence

Year Long Eppler Information Cont.

586-797-2999586-797-2999586-797-2999   586-797-2999 



UCS PowerSchool Website

Directions for creating a Parent
PowerSchool Account 

Resetting Your Password

Adding a Student to Your
Account

Accessing Report Cards Through
PowerSchool

Year Long Eppler Information Cont.

Calling all Shoppers
We would love to encourage families to select
(or update) their current Kroger Community

Rewards selection  to - Eppler Jr High,  so
those funds can directly benefit our students,

classrooms and teachers. 

PowerSchool
PowerSchool is the district's student

information system used for scheduling,
attendance, grades, and delivery of report

cards. Please find more information on
this page on how to create and access

your Parent Portal Account. 

UCS Offers a texting service for
parents.  This service allow parents

to receive important information
such as school closings, reminders

and more. To receive the text
messages, simply text Yes to the

short code 67587.

Parents may opt out at any time by
replying Stop to one of the

messages.

Text Messaging
 Service

https://www.uticak12.org/families-community/powerschool
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749826536/uticak12org/n7ocb6im90xydtavkysa/CreateParentPortalAccount.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749826536/uticak12org/n7ocb6im90xydtavkysa/CreateParentPortalAccount.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749826540/uticak12org/nxqh6ht3e5015pkqqnhw/ParentPortalPasswordReset.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749826538/uticak12org/a4on3m13stdyphjiye1w/ParentPortal-AddaStudent.pdf
https://www.uticak12.org/families-community/report-cards


Laptop Care/Reminders



Year Long Eppler Information Cont.

Regular attendance and active participation in caclss
are integral parts of a students education. Students can
achiece educatioal benefits only thorugh regular class

sttendance and a serious commitment to an
educational program.

During the 26/27 school year, Eppler Administration
will be sending text messages and emails to

parents/guardians about their student’s attendacne.
Messages and emails may hav a number or email

address that you do not recognize. If the messages are
about atteneance and mention your student, it was sent

to you by Eppler Administration.

Together, we know that stron attendance leads to
stronger learning. When shcools and families partner
to make daily attenance a priority, students are better

prepared to succeed - both in the classroom and
beyond.



Yearbook DQYearbook DQ  
fundraiserfundraiser

Yearbook DQ 
fundraiser

Year Long Eppler Information Cont.

Grab a sweet treat and help support Eppler
Yearbook!

Join us at Dairy Queen in Utica on Van Dyke from
4:00 - 9:00 pm on the following dates:

Wednesday November 11
Wednesday, December 9

15% of proceeds will be donated back to the
Eppler Yearbook. Bring your family & friends to

DQ and treat yourself while supporting our
yearbook staff.



Year Long Eppler Information Cont.



Athletic Forms

Required Forms:     Final Forms

Pay to Participate:    PaySchools

Athletic Schedules:  eppler athletics

Physical Forms :    MHSAA

Eppler & Utica Athletics
Policies

Eppler Athletic Event Admissions Policy

1.  ALL students MUST present a school ID for
enterance to the game and will ONLY be
admitted with adult supervision.

2.The accompanying adult MUST attend the
event with the student and MAY NOT leave
the student unsupervised.

3.Between the end of the school day and the
start of any event,any student attending
MUST either wait outside or in the main lobby
ONLY.

4.Student on the current Low Citizenship List
MAY NOT attend any after school events.

You must have completed your
FinalForms including an MHSAA

Physical on or after Aprill 15, 2026
BEFORE you can tryout.

https://uticacommunity-mi.finalforms.com/
https://www.payschoolscentral.com/
https://www.uticak12.org/departments/athletics/schedules
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749824728/uticak12org/szfdgjcuhqvntiyw5iut/MHSAA_Physical_Form.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749824728/uticak12org/szfdgjcuhqvntiyw5iut/MHSAA_Physical_Form.pdf


7/8  Footballth

Eppler's 8th Grade football team finished the season
5-0-1 and took 1st Place in the MAMSAA Gold Division.

Congrats Chieftains!



UHS Athletics



UHS Athletics Cont.



Eppler Clubs & Organizations



Clubs Cont.

EPIC
The Eppler Parent Involvement Committee

(EPIC) meeting thoroughout the school year.
All parents are invited and welcoe to attend.
Meetings are held in the Media Center from

9:00-10:00 am

Wednesday, 11/18
Thursday, 12/17               
Wednesday, 01/20
Wednesday 02/24   
Tuesday, 03/23    
Thursday 04/22
 Tuesday, 05/18



District News

Visiting a UCS School
We are asking for your support to help

keep our students safe.
All visitors in Utica Community Schools will be asked to

swipe their Government Issued Photo ID upon entry to the
main office. This swipe will provide an immediate check

against the sex offender registry. This process is for anyone
who is going beyond the school office.

It is strongly recommended parents/guardians download
the Raptor Safe app in order to create a visitor profile. The

Raptor Safe app offers a convenient and secure way for
visitors to manage and verify their identify before arriving

at school. This profile provides a Raptor Passport which can
be used to quickly and easily check in at the school office

via the app.
If you plan to volunteer in our classroom, work directly with
a student and/or chaperone a field trip, etc. you will need to

have a volunteer background check on file. The new
volunteer application form is located at this link:

www.uticak12.org/volunteer. The background check involves
multiple state and federal law enforcement databases.

We appreciate your partnership in maintaining a safe and positive
learning environment for our students and staff. As a reminder, all

visitors must follow these important safety protocols:
All visitors must use the intercom at the front door to notify the

office of their arrival. Office staff will ask to see your
identification and confirm the purpose of your visit before

granting access to the building.
Visitors volunteering in classrooms or conducting business

beyond the main office must register through the Raptor Visitor
Management System, which includes a background check.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued commitment to
school safety. If you have any questions, please contact our office

at 586-797-2900.

https://raptortech.com/raptorsafe-app/
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/OTQ4Mjplbi1VUw==


District News Cont.

Do your students know
what they want to do
after high school? Let
the recently updated
Pathfinder help them

find career and school
pathways that fit them.

Pathfinder allows you to
compare pathways to

find the right route. Help
them get started at

pathfinder

https://pathfinder.mitalent.org/


District News Cont.



District News Cont.



 Wellness

Utica Community Schools works to
support the physical, mental and social-
emotional development of all students.
Our wellness pages contain a variety of
resources for students, teachers, staff,

parents and community members.
Check out resources such as, Wellness

Podcast, Community Resources and
much more at:

Tutoring 

https://www.uticak12.org/families-community/ucs-wellness
https://www.careofsem.com/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1749826562/uticak12org/a2j1c3lg5xnu0dzfig9j/uticacommunityschools-caresolaceforfamilies.pdf


UCS Food Service
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 Familes are asked to complete the School Meals &  Summer EBT application or the Education

Benefits form by clicking here.
Completion of the EBT application is critical for those who may be eligible for pay to play funding, price reductions/waivers for testing

fees, etc.  Snacks and a la carte items are available for purchase.. Parents can also send money to their childs account via
https://utica.familyportal.cloud

UCS MEALS ARE NUTRITIOUS AND DELICIOUS!UCS MEALS ARE NUTRITIOUS AND DELICIOUS!

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/menu/eppler/breakfast
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1785157823/uticak12org/snr4b22iww25cvzbdvra/2026-27EBFLunchForms1.pdf
https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
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	We are asking for your support to help keep our students safe.
	All visitors in Utica Community Schools will be asked to swipe their Government Issued Photo ID upon entry to the main office. This swipe will provide an immediate check against the sex offender registry. This process is for anyone who is going beyond the school office.
	It is strongly recommended parents/guardians download the Raptor Safe app in order to create a visitor profile. The Raptor Safe app offers a convenient and secure way for visitors to manage and verify their identify before arriving at school. This profile provides a Raptor Passport which can be used to quickly and easily check in at the school office via the app.
	If you plan to volunteer in our classroom, work directly with a student and/or chaperone a field trip, etc. you will need to have a volunteer background check on file. The new volunteer application form is located at this link: www.uticak12.org/volunteer. The background check involves multiple state and federal law enforcement databases.
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