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IMPORTANT DATES
O c t .  3 0 :  E n d  o f  m a r k i n g  p e r i o d  1

N o v .  2 :  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D a y  ( N o  S c h o o l )

N o v .  3 :  B O E  W o r k  S e s s i o n  ( W W )

N o v .  4 :  W o m e n ’ s  L e a d e r s h i p  E v e n t

f o r  W H S  s t u d e n t s

N o v .  4 :  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y

I n d u c t i o n  C e r e m o n y  @  L i n d l e y  6  p . m .

N o v .  1 0 :  E f f e c t i v e  L e a d e r s h i p

A c a d e m y

N o v .  1 2 :  P a r e n t / T e a c h e r

C o n f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  ( S c h o o l

i n  s e s s i o n . )  W e s t w o o d ,  M c C o r m i c k

a n d  W H S  c o n f e r e n c e s :  3 : 3 0  -  7 : 0 0

p . m .

N o v .  1 3 :  P a r e n t / T e a c h e r

C o n f e r e n c e s  8 : 0 0  a . m .  -  2 : 3 0  p . m .

( N o  S c h o o l  a t  W e s t w o o d  &

M c C o r m i c k . )  W H S  h a s  s c h o o l .

N o v .  1 7 :  B O E  B u s i n e s s  S e s s i o n

( W H S )  

N o v .  2 5  -  2 7 :  T h a n k s g i v i n g  B r e a k

N o v .  3 0 :  S c h o o l  R e s u m e s

D e c .  1 :  B O E  W o r k  S e s s i o n  ( W W )

FACILITIES UPDATE
H e l l o ,  W e l l i n g t o n  D u k e s !

A s  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  o n e  o f  m y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

i s  t o  b e  a  g o o d  s t e w a r d  o f  o u r  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  g r o u n d s  s o  t h a t  o u r

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a  s a f e ,  i n v i t i n g ,  a n d  e n g a g i n g  s c h o o l  t o  l e a r n  i n ,

c r e a t i v e  s p a c e s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e

c l a s s r o o m ,  a n d  a t h l e t i c  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  s h o w  o f f  t h e i r

D u k e  s p i r i t .  

O u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y

i n  a  p o s i t i v e  l i g h t  a n d  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  p r i d e  w h e n  w e  h a v e

v i s i t o r s  a t t e n d  o u r  e v e n t s .  T h e  W e l l i n g t o n  S c h o o l  B o a r d  a n d

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  T e a m  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w h i l e  

w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  c a r e d  f o r ,  h a v e  s o m e  a r e a s  t h a t  n e e d

i m m e d i a t e  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  s o m e  s p a c e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a t  t h e i r

f u l l e s t  p o t e n t i a l .  T h a t  i s  w h y ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  w e  l a u n c h e d  a

m u l t i - p h a s e  F a c i l i t i e s  P l a n .  W e  a r e  n o w  r e a d y  t o  s h a r e  t h e

e x t e n s i v e  d e t a i l s  o f  o u r  p l a n ,  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  t i m e l i n e  f o r  e a c h

p h a s e ’ s  c o m p l e t i o n ,  a n d  u p d a t e s  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  w e  h a v e  m a d e .  

E a r l i e r  i n  2 0 2 6 ,  w e  s e n t  o u t  a  s u r v e y  a n d  h o s t e d  a  c o m m u n i t y

f o r u m  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h e l p  u s  p r i o r i t i z e  o u r  d i s t r i c t ’ s

f a c i l i t y  n e e d s .                                                   C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2
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R e d e s i g n  a n d  r e p u r p o s e  s p a c e s  a t  W e s t w o o d  s o  w e  c o u l d  a d d  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  a l l o w

f o r  s m a l l e r  c l a s s  s i z e s  i n  g r a d e s  K - 3

A d d r e s s  a g i n g  b o i l e r s  a n d  i n s t a l l  n e w  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  a t  W e s t w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y

U p d a t e  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e s t r o o m s  a t  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  t o  b e  A D A - c o m p l i a n t  a l o n g  w i t h

i m p r o v i n g  t h e  o u t d a t e d  a e s t h e t i c s  o f  o u r  h a l l s / l o c k e r  

R e f r e s h  o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l  g y m n a s i u m  l o c k e r  r o o m  s p a c e s  s o  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  w o u l d

h a v e  s e c u r e d ,  p r i v a t e  s p a c e s  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  s e p a r a t e  r e s t r o o m  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e n  h o s t i n g

v i s i t i n g  t e a m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a x i m i z i n g  s t o r a g e  s p a c e s  f o r  a l l  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  g r o u p s

T h i s  p a s t  s u m m e r ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e d e s i g n  o f  c l a s s r o o m  s p a c e s  w i t h  o u r  i n - h o u s e

m a i n t e n a n c e  t e a m .  F o r  t h e  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s ,  a s  w e  a r e  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  w e  m u s t  f o l l o w  s t r i c t

g u i d e l i n e s  o n  h o w  w e  s p e n d  y o u r  d o l l a r s .  

B e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  t h r e e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p r o j e c t s  t o  c o m p l e t e ,  b i d d i n g  o u t  e a c h  e l e m e n t

w o u l d  b e  c o s t l y ,  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o m p l e t e  o n  t i m e .  T o  c o n t r o l  c o s t s  a n d

m a n a g e  m u l t i p l e  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r  o n e  s y s t e m ,  w e  c h o s e  G o r d i a n  J o b  O r d e r  C o n t r a c t i n g  ( J O C ) .

G o r d i a n  o f f e r s  a n  I n d e f i n i t e  D e l i v e r y ,  I n d e f i n i t e  Q u a n t i t y  ( I D I Q )  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e l i v e r y  m e t h o d

t h a t  a l l o w s  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  t h r o u g h  a  c o m p e t i t i v e l y  a w a r d e d  c o n t r a c t .  T h i s

s i n g l e - s o l i c i t a t i o n  p r o c e s s  l e t s  p r o j e c t s  s t a r t  f a s t e r  a n d  b u i l d s  

p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n  p r o j e c t  o w n e r s  a n d  a w a r d e d  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i g h e r - q u a l i t y  w o r k .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  P r o d i g y  B u i l d i n g  S o l u t i o n s  

e m e r g e d  a s  t h e  i n - h o u s e  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a n d  p r o j e c t  

m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e s  p r e - b i d  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  

c o o p e r a t i v e  p u r c h a s i n g ,  s o  s c h o o l s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  a n d  c o u n t i e s  

g e t  t h e  r i g h t  s c o p e  a t  a  b e t t e r  p r i c e .  O v e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s ,  G o r d i a n  

a n d  P r o d i g y  o f f e r e d  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  d e v e l o p  i n i t i a l  

d e s i g n s ,  s e c u r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d s ,  a n d  p r o p o s e  a  f i n a l i z e d  w o r k  

o r d e r  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  

o f  t h e  2 0 2 7 - 2 0 2 8  s c h o o l  y e a r .  
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U l t i m a t e l y ,  o u r  f i n d i n g s  a n d  a n a l y s i s  s h o w e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  p r o j e c t s

w e r e  “ N e e d s ”  a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e  “ W a n t s . ”  T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  a n d

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e c i d e d  t h a t  w e  m u s t  b e  c r e a t i v e  t o  f i n a n c e  o u r  n e e d s

i n s t e a d  o f  a s k i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  a n d  t o

a d d r e s s  o u r  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

B y  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  o f  2 0 2 6 ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  c o m m i t t e d  i t s e l f  t o

f i n d i n g  f u n d i n g  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  f o u r  o f  o u r  t o p  N e e d

p r i o r i t i e s :  

 M r .  S a s a c k ' s  P h y s i c s  c l a s s  w i t h  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  

W e l d e n  V a n c e  f r o m  C l e v e l a n d  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .



T o  f u n d  t h e  t h r e e  p r o j e c t s ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  o u t  a  1 5 - y e a r  l o a n  a n d

s t r e t c h  o u r  p a y m e n t s  s o  w e  w o u l d  n o t  d e p l e t e  o u r  c a s h  r e s e r v e s  o r

n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t  o u r  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s t a f f i n g .  W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f r e q u e n t

u p d a t e s  a n d  s h a r e  p h o t o s  o f  o u r  p r o g r e s s .  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e

f o r  a l l  t h r e e  p r o j e c t s  i s  A u g u s t  1 5 t h ,  2 0 2 7 .  

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e e d e d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  a n d  w e

c a n  b e g i n  l o o k i n g  a h e a d  t o  w a y s  t o  b r i n g  o u r  “ W a n t s ”  t o  o u r  k i d s  a n d

s c h o o l s .  

Page 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

LETTER FROM DR. PELTZ, SUPERINTENDENT

October 2026 I   VOL 7 ISSUE 2

O n c e  t h e  “ N e e d s ”  p r o j e c t s  a r e  c o m p l e t e d ,  w e  w i l l  a g a i n  e n g a g e  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y

t h e  p r o j e c t s  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  a n d  c r e a t i v e  w a y s  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e m .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r

s u p p o r t  i n  m a k i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  w e  c a n  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  

- A n d y  P e l t z  
W H S  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  a  c o l l e g e  v i s i t  t o  K e n t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

a n d  H i r a m  C o l l e g e  t h r o u g h  o u r  a m a z i n g  C o l l e g e  N o w  p r o g r a m !

C‌o‌l‌l‌e‌g‌e 

Visits

E‌x‌p‌lo‌r‌e 
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W h a t  i s  B a c k g r o u n d  K n o w l e d g e ?
B a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  p e r s o n a l  " m e n t a l  l i b r a r y "  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  v o c a b u l a r y  y o u r  c h i l d  s t o r e s  i n  t h e i r  b r a i n  

b e f o r e  t h e y  e v e n  o p e n  a  b o o k .  I n  t h e  S c i e n c e  o f  R e a d i n g — t h e  g o l d - s t a n d a r d  

r e s e a r c h  o n  h o w  h u m a n  b r a i n s  a c t u a l l y  l e a r n  t o  r e a d — b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  i s

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  p o w e r h o u s e  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  W h i l e  l e a r n i n g  t o  s o u n d  o u t

w o r d s  ( d e c o d i n g )  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  f o u n d a t i o n a l  s k i l l ,  b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  i s  t h e  g l u e

t h a t  t u r n s  t h o s e  s o u n d e d - o u t  w o r d s  i n t o  r e a l  m e a n i n g .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  a  c h i l d  r e a d s  a

s t o r y  a b o u t  a  b a s e b a l l  g a m e ,  k n o w i n g  w h a t  a  " h o m e  r u n "  o r  a n  " o u t "  i s  a l l o w s  t h e m  t o

i n s t a n t l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p l o t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  m e c h a n i c a l l y  r e a d i n g  t h e  w o r d s .  W i t h o u t

t h i s  m e n t a l  b a c k d r o p ,  r e a d i n g  c a n  f e e l  l i k e  t r a n s l a t i n g  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  w i t h o u t

k n o w i n g  t h e  c u l t u r e .

H o w  A r e  W e  B u i l d i n g  B a c k g r o u n d  K n o w l e d g e  a t  S c h o o l ?
C o g n i t i v e  s c i e n c e  h a s  m a d e  i t  c l e a r :  b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  g r e a t e s t

p r e d i c t o r s  o f  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  W h e n  s t u d e n t s  a l r e a d y  k n o w  a  b i t  a b o u t  a  t o p i c ,

t h e i r  b r a i n s  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  w o r k  a s  h a r d  t o  p r o c e s s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t .

T o  s e t  s t u d e n t s  u p  f o r  s u c c e s s ,  t e a c h e r s  c a n  u s e  s t r a t e g i e s  s p l i t  i n t o  t w o  m a i n  b u c k e t s :

b u i l d i n g  k n o w l e d g e  ( w h e n  t h e  t o p i c  i s  b r a n d  n e w )  a n d  a c t i v a t i n g  k n o w l e d g e  ( w h e n

s t u d e n t s  j u s t  n e e d  t o  p u l l  w h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  k n o w  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t ) .

H e r e  a r e  5  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  s t r a t e g i e s  t e a c h e r s  a r e  u s i n g  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  b u i l d  y o u r

c h i l d ' s  b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p r e p a r e  t h e m  t o  d e e p l y  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e y  r e a d .

1 .  U s i n g  D i f f e r e n t i a t e d  " T e x t  S e t s "
T o  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  c a n  a c c e s s  a  c o m p l e x  t o p i c ,  t e a c h e r s  u s e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s e t s

o f  t e x t s  o n  t h e  s a m e  t o p i c .  Y o u r  c h i l d  m i g h t  s t a r t  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  a n  i n f o g r a p h i c  o r

l i s t e n i n g  t o  a  p i c t u r e  b o o k  r e a d - a l o u d  a b o u t  a  t o p i c ,  m o v e  o n  t o  a  s i m p l e r  i n f o r m a t i o n a l

a r t i c l e ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  t a c k l e  a  c o m p l e x ,  g r a d e - l e v e l  t e x t .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  b u i l d s  c o n f i d e n c e ,

b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  v o c a b u l a r y  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .

https://app.smore.com/n/74vyc
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2 .  E x p l i c i t l y  T e a c h i n g  V o c a b u l a r y  i n  " N e t w o r k s "
T h e  S c i e n c e  o f  R e a d i n g  w a r n s  a g a i n s t  h a v i n g  k i d s  j u s t  m e m o r i z e  a  l i s t  o f  r a n d o m  d e f i n i t i o n s

f o r  a  F r i d a y  t e s t .  I n s t e a d ,  t e a c h e r s  u s e  t o o l s  l i k e  S e m a n t i c  M a p p i n g  t o  s h o w  h o w  w o r d s

r e l a t e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .

W h a t  S e m a n t i c  M a p p i n g  l o o k s  l i k e :  I f  t h e  c l a s s  i s  s t u d y i n g  e c o s y s t e m s ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  m a p

o u t  h o w  w o r d s  l i k e  p r o d u c e r ,  c o n s u m e r ,  p r e d a t o r ,  a n d  p r e y  p h y s i c a l l y  c o n n e c t  t o  o n e

a n o t h e r  o n  t h e  b o a r d ,  h e l p i n g  k i d s  s e e  t h e  b i g g e r  p i c t u r e .

3 .  E m b r a c i n g  C o n t e n t - R i c h  R e a d - A l o u d s  ( E v e n  f o r  O l d e r  K i d s ! )
L i s t e n i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n — t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  p r o c e s s  s p o k e n  l a n g u a g e — i s  h i g h e r

t h a n  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n — t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d e c o d e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  w r i t t e n  t e x t — f o r  m o s t

c h i l d r e n  w e l l  i n t o  m i d d l e  s c h o o l .  T e a c h e r s  l e v e r a g e  t h i s  b y  r e a d i n g  c o m p l e x ,  c o n t e n t - h e a v y

b o o k s  a l o u d  t o  t h e  c l a s s .  T h i s  e x p o s e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  h i g h - l e v e l  c o n c e p t s ,  m a t u r e  s e n t e n c e

s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  a d v a n c e d  v o c a b u l a r y  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  d e c o d e  o n  t h e i r  o w n

y e t ,  b r i d g i n g  t h e  g a p  w h i l e  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  c a t c h  u p .

4 .  U s i n g  C o n t e n t - D r i v e n  W r i t i n g  ( T h e  " B u t ,  B e c a u s e ,  S o "

M e t h o d )
W r i t i n g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  b e s t  w a y s  t o  c e m e n t  n e w  k n o w l e d g e .  F o l l o w i n g  m o d e r n

r e s e a r c h  ( s u c h  a s  T h e  W r i t i n g  R e v o l u t i o n  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  o u r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  s t u d i e d ) ,

t e a c h e r s  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  e x p a n d  s i m p l e  s e n t e n c e s  u s i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t  t h e y ' v e  l e a r n e d .

B a s e  s e n t e n c e :  " P l a n t s  n e e d  s u n l i g h t . "

E x p a n d e d  w i t h  b e c a u s e :  " P l a n t s  n e e d  s u n l i g h t  b e c a u s e  i t  a l l o w s  t h e m  t o  g e n e r a t e  e n e r g y

t h r o u g h  p h o t o s y n t h e s i s . "

5 .  S h i f t i n g  C l a s s r o o m  Q u e s t i o n i n g  f r o m  S k i l l s  t o  T o p i c s
I f  y o u  p e e k e d  i n t o  a  m o d e r n ,  r e s e a r c h - a l i g n e d  c l a s s r o o m ,  y o u ' d  n o t i c e  a  c h a n g e  i n  h o w

t e a c h e r s  a s k  q u e s t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  o f  a s k i n g  a b s t r a c t ,  g e n e r i c  q u e s t i o n s  l i k e ,  " W h a t  i s  t h e  m a i n

i d e a  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e ? "  o r  " C a n  y o u  f i n d  a  c o n t e x t  c l u e ? " ,  t e a c h e r s  a s k  t o p i c - c e n t e r e d

q u e s t i o n s  l i k e ,  " W h a t  d i d  w e  l e a r n  a b o u t  h o w  g l a c i e r s  f o r m  f r o m  t h i s  p a s s a g e ? "  T h i s  k e e p s

t h e  f o c u s  e n t i r e l y  o n  e x t r a c t i n g  m e a n i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  d e e p  k n o w l e d g e .

https://app.smore.com/n/74vyc
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MS. GLASURE’S CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
October Focus: 

Background Knowledge
W h a t  P a r e n t s  C a n  D o  a t  H o m e
B y  s i m p l y  t a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  e x p l o r i n g  n e w  p l a c e s ,

a n d  r e a d i n g  a l o u d  t o g e t h e r ,  y o u  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  s t o c k i n g  t h e i r  m e n t a l

l i b r a r y .  E v e r y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  h o w  a  t r a c t o r  w o r k s ,  w h y  t h e  l e a v e s

c h a n g e  c o l o r ,  o r  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a t  t h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  b u i l d s  t h i s

f o u n d a t i o n .  

D o i n g  t h i s  m a k e s  i t  v a s t l y  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e m  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  d o t s ,

u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  e n j o y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  b o o k s  a s  t h e y  g r o w .

M c C o r m i c k  B o o k  C h a r a c t e r  
P u m p k i n  C h a l l e n g e

L o o k  a t  h o w  c r e a t i v e  o u r  M c C o r m i c k  D u k e s  a r e !   

W e  l o v e  s e e i n g  a l l  t h e s e  f a b u l o u s  b o o k  c h a r a c t e r s !

https://app.smore.com/n/74vyc
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STUDENT SERVICES

E x c i t i n g  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  D e p a r t m e n t !
W e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  o u r  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  s t a f f ,  

a n d  t e a c h e r s  f o r  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  o v e r a l l  r a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  O h i o  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W o r k f o r c e .  T h e  W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  

V i l l a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  

a  4 . 0  o u t  o f  4 . 0  o n  t h e  S t a t e s  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  r a t i n g  s c a l e .  W h a t  

d o e s  t h i s  m e a n  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  s t a f f ?  

T h i s  r a t i n g  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O h i o .  I t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t

r a t i n g  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c a n  e a r n .  T h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l  r a t i n g  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h a r d  w o r k ,

c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a l l  o f  o u r  s t a f f  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a l l  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s

e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  d a y .  T h e  r a t i n g  m e a s u r e s  t h e  D i s t r i c t s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  e a r l y

c h i l d h o o d  t r a n s i t i o n s ,  t i m e l y  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  c o m p l i a n t  I E P S ,  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  s e c o n d a r y

t r a n s i t i o n  p l a n n i n g ,  a m o n g  m a n y  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  T h i s  a l l o w s  f o r  o u r  d i s t r i c t  t o  w o r k

d i l i g e n t l y  t o  s e t  o u r  D u k e s  u p  f o r  s u c c e s s !  T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d

t o  t h i s  s u c c e s s !  T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  y o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  s u p p o r t !  G o

D u k e s !  

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  R a t i n g  N e w s

E v e r y d a y  A t t e n d a n c e  M a t t e r s  M o r e  T h a n  Y o u  T h i n k !  
C o n s i s t e n t  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s .  E v e n  m i s s i n g  a  f e w

d a y s  a  m o n t h  c a n  h a v e  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  l e a r n i n g .  R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  m i s s i n g  j u s t  t w o

d a y s  a  m o n t h  c a n  l e a v e  k i d s  t r a i l i n g  o n  f o u n d a t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  

W h y  D o e s  A t t e n d a n c e  M a t t e r ?

I m p r o v e d  a t t e n d a n c e  h a s  b r o a d  b a s e d  r e s u l t s :  e n g a g e d  l e a r n i n g ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  a n d

p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t s  o n  f a m i l i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  

W h e n  s c h o o l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  w h o l e

r a n g e  o f  i s s u e s  t h a t  i m p a c t  a t t e n d a n c e ,  w e  c a n  k e e p  o u r  k i d s  i n  t h e  g a m e  f o r  f u t u r e

s u c c e s s !  

W e  a l l  w i n  w h e n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  s t a y  i n  t h e  g a m e  a n d  s u c c e e d !  

O h i o  w i l l  h a v e  a  s t r o n g e r  t a l e n t  p o o l  t o  d r i v e  o u r  e c o n o m y ,  f a m i l i e s  c a n  r e a l i z e  t h e  g o a l s

t h e y  h a v e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e !  I f  y o u  n e e d

s u p p o r t  r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  a t t e n d a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  o u r  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s

D e p a r t m e n t !  G o  D u k e s !  

MATTERS

Attendance 
We're happy you're here every day!We're happy you're here every day!  We’re happy you're here every day! 
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H e l l o  D u k e  f a m i l i e s ,

A  q u i c k  u p d a t e  f r o m  t h e  t r e a s u r e r ’ s  o f f i c e .  W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y

a d d i n g  n e w  s i g n a g e  t o  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  a t  W e s t w o o d

E l e m e n t a r y .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  h e l p  d i r e c t  o u r  v i s i t o r s  t o

l o c a t e  t h e  c o r r e c t  e n t r a n c e s  f o r  M c C o r m i c k  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l

e v e n t s  a n d  l o c a t e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

O f f i c e  a t  W e s t w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y .  

T h e  W H S  h a l l w a y  a n d  l o c k e r  r o o m  r e n o v a t i o n s  a n d  W e s t w o o d

h e a t i n g  a n d  c o o l i n g  p r o j e c t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  g e t t i n g

u n d e r w a y .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y

t h e  s t a r t  o f  n e x t  s c h o o l  y e a r  a n d  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r

s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  b e i n g  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e

r e n o v a t e d  s p a c e s .

- P e t e  B a i l e y

TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY

October 2026 I  VOL 7 ISSUE 2

P e t e  B a i l e y ,  T r e a s u r e r

( 4 4 0 )  6 4 7 - 7 9 7 9

p b a i l e y @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e

s c h o o l s . o r g
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Andrea Helton, 
MS, RDN LD

Director of Nutrition
Services

M e a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . p a y s c h o o l s c e n t r a l . c o m ,  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e

N u t r i t i o n  S e r v i c e s ,  o r  i n  t h e  m a i n  o f f i c e  o f  e v e r y  b u i l d i n g .  

Y o u  c a n  t u r n  i n  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n y t h i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r !  

I f  y o u  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  n o t i f y i n g  y o u  t h a t  y o u  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  F r e e  o r  R e d u c e d - P r i c e  M e a l s

v i a  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  s i g n  a n d  t u r n  i n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  g i v e

p e r m i s s i o n  t o  w a i v e  s c h o o l  f e e s  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 6 / 2 0 2 7  s c h o o l  y e a r .

O n  F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  3 0 t h  w e  a r e  s e r v i n g  " H a l l o w i n g s "  a t  W H S .  

W e  h e l d  a  t a s t e  t e s t  o f  Z e e  Z e e  a l l  c h i c k e n  m e a t  s t i c k s  a t  W H S  o n  

T u e s d a y  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 t h .  T h e s e  s t i c k s  a r e  n i t r a t e  a n d  d y e  f r e e ,  

c o n t a i n  5 - 6 g  o f  p r o t e i n  p e r  s e r v i n g ,  a n d  l e s s  t h a n  2 0 0 m g  o f  s o d i u m !  

T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  p o s i t i v e ,  a n d  w e  a d d e d  t h e m  a s  a  S m a r t  S n a c k  

a  l a  c a r t e  s n a c k  o p t i o n  f o r  M M S  a n d  W H S  f o r  $ 1 . 7 5  p e r  s t i c k .  
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NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
     A p p l e  C r u n c h  S e a s o n !

 

T h e  W e l l i n g t o n  N u t r i t i o n  S e r v i c e s  D e p a r t m e n t  " C r u n c h e d "  i n t o  l o c a l  a p p l e s

o n  A p p l e  C r u n c h  d a y ,  O c t o b e r  8 t h !  W h e n  a v a i l a b l e ,  o u r  k i t c h e n s  p r o u d l y

s e r v e  a p p l e s  f r o m  B a u m a n  O r c h a r d s  i n  R i t t m a n  O h i o .

A  N o t e  A b o u t  F r e e  a n d  R e d u c e d  P r i c e  M e a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n :  

D o  y o u  s e e  a  s u d d e n  c h a r g e  o n  y o u r  c h i l d ( r e n ) ' s  m e a l  a c c o u n t ?  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e

y o u  h a v e n ' t  t u r n e d  i n  y o u r  F r e e  a n d  R e d u c e d - P r i c e  M e a l  A p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r !  

http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/services/nutrition-services


WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
D e a r  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t s  a n d  F a m i l i e s ,

O c t o b e r  a n d  N o v e m b e r  a r e  h e r e ,  a n d  w i t h  i t  c o m e s  o n e  o f  t h e  

b u s i e s t  a n d  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  s t r e t c h e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  W e  h a v e  

s e t t l e d  i n t o  o u r  r o u t i n e s ,  c l a s s r o o m s  a r e  f u l l y  u n d e r w a y ,  f a l l  

a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i n  f u l l  s w i n g ,  a n d  o u r  s t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h o w  

w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  D u k e  F a m i l y .

A s  w e  m o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o n t h ,  I  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t a y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c s ,

r e m a i n  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e  b u i l d i n g  p o s i t i v e  c o n n e c t i o n s

w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p e e r s .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t i m e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  c h e c k  i n  o n

g r a d e s ,  a t t e n d a n c e ,  a n d  p r o g r e s s  a s  w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  i s

s u p p o r t e d  a n d  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d .

T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  h a p p e n i n g  a t  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  t h i s  m o n t h ,  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  a

f e w  m i n u t e s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  u p d a t e s ,  r e m i n d e r s ,  a n d  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s

n e w s l e t t e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  f o r  h e l p i n g  m a k e  W H S  a  p l a c e

w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  f e e l  c o n n e c t e d ,  s u p p o r t e d ,  a n d  p r o u d  t o  b e  a  D u k e .

G o  D u k e s !

S h y l a  U r b a n
P r i n c i p a l

W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l    

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s :

O c t o b e r  3 0  ( E n d  o f  f i r s t  q u a r t e r )

W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  4 t h  a t  6 : 0 0  P M  a t  t h e  L i n d l e y  C e n t e r  ( N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y

I n d u c t i o n  C e r e m o n y  f o r  W H S  s t u d e n t s )

N o v e m b e r  3  D r a m a  C l u b  F i e l d  T r i p  t o  P l a y h o u s e  S q u a r e

N o v e m b e r  4  W o m e n ’ s  L e a d e r s h i p  E v e n t  @  H o o p  T e c h  i n  N o r t h  R i d g e v i l l e

N o v e m b e r  6  C o l l e g e  C r e d i t  P l u s  s p r i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  ( s e e  M r .  J .  H o w e l l s )

N o v e m b e r  6  O M E A  H o n o r s  B a n d  p e r f o r m s

N o v e m b e r  9  P i c t u r e  r e t a k e  d a y

N o v e m b e r  1 0  E f f e c t i v e  L e a d e r s h i p  A c a d e m y

N o v e m b e r  1 2  P a r e n t / T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s  4 : 3 0  -  7 : 0 0  p . m .

N o v e m b e r  1 3  S t a t e  F F A  L e a d e r s h i p  N i g h t  h o s t e d  b y  W H S  F F A  C h a p t e r  

C l i c k  h e r e  t o  s e e  t h e  W H S  F F A  e v e n t  w e b s i t e !  
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What’s Up Wellington NewsletterWhat’s Up Wellington Newsletter

https://sites.google.com/wellingtondukes.org/wellingtonffa/ffa-calendar
https://21bc.edulnk.com/render/sbdxk/ZkM3Zw?__$u__
https://21bc.edulnk.com/render/sbdxk/ZkM3Zw?__$u__
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O u r  D u k e s  M a r c h i n g  B a n d  t o o k  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e i r  l a s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  i n  

N e w  P h i l a d e l p h i a  l a s t  w e e k !

B a n d  D i r e c t o r  M r .  P o p e  s h a r e s  t h a t  “ i t ' s  b e e n  f u n  w a t c h i n g  t h e i r  p r o g r a m  c o m e  

t o g e t h e r  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  w e ' r e  e x c i t e d  t o  c h e e r  t h e m  o n . ”  

CONGRAT
ULATIONS

!
CONGRAT

ULATIONS
!
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B u i l d e r s  C l u b  A d v i s o r :  M r s .  S t r a i t  

tstrait@wel l ingtonvi l lageschools .org



TikTok: WellingTok
Instagram: dukes_k12
Instagram Athletics: 
wellington_dukes_athletics
YouTube: Search: WEVSD

L e t ’ s  b e  f r i e n d s !  
“ L i k e ”  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k :

W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s

W e s t w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

M c C o r m i c k  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  

W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l

W e l l i n g t o n  F r i e n d s  o f  T h e a t e r
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STAY INFORMED!

Follow your child(s) Class Dojo app 
for class specific information.  

https://www.facebook.com/WEVSD/
https://www.facebook.com/westwooddukes/
https://www.facebook.com/westwooddukes/
https://www.facebook.com/McCormickMiddle/
https://www.facebook.com/McCormickMiddle/
https://www.facebook.com/WHSDUKES/
https://www.facebook.com/WHSDUKES/
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonFOT/
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
Welcome to Westwood! 
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

Welcome to WHS & MMS! 
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

Welcome to WHS & MMS! 
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
Welcome to our District! 
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
Welcome to WHS! 
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
Welcome to WHS! 
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
Welcome to McCormick! 
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JR. HIGH CAREER EXPO Career fair video  click here! 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1FB8pTbfvs/
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WHS STUDENTS ATTEND CAREER EXPO Career fair video  click here! 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1EELH3qxnh/
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Wellington High School 
at table reads for the 

December performance of 
Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon.

Save the Date!
WHS Performing Arts 

Proudly Presents:
Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon

Synopsis: Two madcap narrators and an
ensemble cast attempt to combine and

perform all 209 of the original fairy tales 
by the Brothers Grimm into a single,

chaotic, and hilarious mega-story.

December 3rd, 4th, & 5th @ 7:30 p.m.
at the beautiful Patricia Lindley Center

Tickets: Adult: $15 Students/Seniors: $10
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Representing Ohio on the national stage!Representing Ohio on the national stage!
Two teams of students represented Ohio by competing at the National level at 

National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana the week of October 19. 

Our Ag Technology and Mechanical Systems
team of Tyler Burns, Max Hook, Wyatt Norton,

and Nicholas Sword placed 7th in the nation and
received a Gold rating. 

Individually Nicholas placed 10th and received
a Gold rating, Max Hook received a Gold rating
and placed 1st in the Machinery and Equipment
area, Wyatt Norton received a Gold rating, and

Tyler Burns received a Silver rating. 

These FFA members have done an amazing job
at representing Wellington and Ohio! 

Way to go! 

Our Farm Business Management team of David
Beekman, Ryann Lola Deidrick, Morgan Denes, 

and Kelsey Urig received a Bronze rating.
Individually, David and Kelsey received 

bronze ratings and Ryann Lola 
and Morgan received silver ratings.

Way to represent Ohio! 

Our students shared a bus with Firelands FFA and toured
Exotic Feline Rescue Center, the Indianapolis Zoo, the
Dayton Airforce Museum and Ozark Fisheries Tour.  

They also enjoyed bowling and Top Golf.
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FFA NEWS - NATIONAL CONVENTION IN INDIANAPOLIS
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On October 24, Wellington FFA wrapped up their 2026 National FFA Convention experience by celebrating the
hard work and dedication of two of our graduate members. Carlee Covington and Amandolin Williams 

both had the honor to walk across the National Stage wearing their official dress one last time 
and receive their American degree. Congratulations, we are so proud of you both!

Less than 1% of total members achieve this distinction annually. To earn this, students must hold an active FFA membership for the
past three years, have received a State FFA Degree, have completed secondary instruction in an agricultural education program,  and

operate and maintain an outstanding SAE program with accurate records.  They must also record productive 
financial investments and specified earnings and maintain a strong high school academic record 

and demonstrate high standards of leadership and community service.
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25 of our Junior High FFA members spent three days in September at the Happiest Place on Dirt: 
Ohio FFA Greenhand Camp at Camp Muskingham in Carrollton, Ohio.  Camp was full of experiencing 

new things, making memories, meeting new friends and planning for a successful FFA journey. 
State FFA Officers taught leadership, teamwork skills and how to set and work towards SMART goals. 

A huge thank you to the Wellington FFA Alumni group & 
Wellington Schools Endowment for providing funding to support camp costs!

SMART Goals
Specific, Measureable, Attainable, Relevant & Time based

SMART Goals
Specific, Measureable, Attainable, Relevant & Time based

Click here for the video!Click here for the video!

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19UyeMZSq4/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19UyeMZSq4/


Page 31

October 2026 I  VOL 7 ISSUE 2

SPORTS NEWS

LC-8 Conference Meet Race Results:
 Junior Nicholas Sword, Sophomore Fynlee Morris and 

Freshman Sophia McCloskey earned 2nd team honors for the Varsity teams. 

 Follow the Duke logo to find our Duke runners!
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SPORTS NEWS
LC-8 Conference Meet 

Race Results:
 Our McCormick girls team

captured 2nd Place and our
McCormick boys earned 4th. 

From our girls team we had 
Korie Goble (4th overall) and Chloe
Axford (6th overall) make first team

LC-8 and Emilia Thompson 
(10th overall) and 

Kennedy Saunders (13th overall)
earn second team all LC-8. 

On the boys team, we had 
Henry Sword (3rd overall) earn first

team LC-8 and Ezra Eastman 
(11th overall) earn second 

team LC-8.

Congratulations!  

 Follow the Duke logo to find our Duke runners!
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SOCCER UPDATES
Congratulations to our Varsity girls soccer team!

They won an impressive 10 games this year and earned the right to host a 
play off game versus Lake Center Christian, which they were victorious in. 

They finished their season competing in the OHSAA District tournament.  Congratulations! 
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SOCCER & GOLF UPDATES
Congratulations to our Varsity boys soccer team!

Dukes pull the upset on Firelands and won 3-2 to hand the Falcons 
their first league loss in 7 years!  Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Junior  Zach Kehl for
advancing to the District Golf Tournament

after shooting an 86!
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POWDERPUFF, GOLF & VOLLEYBALL FUN!



AROUND OUR DISTRICT
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Click here to watch the video about Seniors 
Andrew Raven and Amelia Overstreet and their

teacher’s exploration program.

Click here to watch the video about FFA’s “Food For
America” day. High school students teach 3  and 4

grade students about agriculture.

rd th

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1FTQxaME7m/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1DyFm9qVPT/
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	THIS ISSUE
	FACILITIES UPDATE

	LETTER FROM DR. PELTZ, SUPERINTENDENT
	CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
	Ultimately, our findings and analysis showed that certain projects were “Needs” and others were “Wants.” The school board and administration decided that we must be creative to finance our needs instead of asking the community for additional funding and to address our most pressing needs as soon as possible.
	By the end of March of 2026, the school board committed itself to finding funding and resources to complete four of our top Need priorities:
	Redesign and repurpose spaces at Westwood so we could add additional classrooms to allow for smaller class sizes in grades K-3
	Address aging boilers and install new air conditioning at Westwood Elementary
	Update the primary restrooms at Wellington High School to be ADA-compliant along with improving the outdated aesthetics of our halls/locker
	Refresh our high school gymnasium locker room spaces so male and female athletes would have secured, private spaces and access to separate restroom facilities when hosting visiting teams, as well as maximizing storage spaces for all extracurricular groups
	This past summer, we were able to complete the redesign of classroom spaces with our in-house maintenance team. For the other projects, as we are a public school, we must follow strict guidelines on how we spend your dollars.
	Because we have three very different types of projects to complete, bidding out each element would be costly, time-consuming, and difficult to complete on time. To control costs and manage multiple projects under one system, we chose Gordian Job Order Contracting (JOC). Gordian offers an Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) construction delivery method that allows many projects to be completed through a competitively awarded contract. This single-solicitation process lets projects start faster and builds
	partnerships between project owners and awarded contractors,
	resulting in higher-quality work.
	Through the competitive process, Prodigy Building Solutions
	emerged as the in-house engineering, architecture, and project
	management team that establishes pre-bid services through
	cooperative purchasing, so schools, municipalities, and counties
	get the right scope at a better price. Over several months, Gordian
	and Prodigy offered complementary services to develop initial
	designs, secure competitive bids, and propose a finalized work
	order with an estimated completion date before the start
	of the 2027-2028 school year.
	Mr. Sasack's Physics class with guest speaker
	Welden Vance from Cleveland State University.
	Page 2



	LETTER FROM DR. PELTZ, SUPERINTENDENT
	CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
	To fund the three projects, we decided to take out a 15-year loan and stretch our payments so we would not deplete our cash reserves or negatively impact our programs and staffing. We will provide frequent updates and share photos of our progress. The estimated completion date for all three projects is August 15th, 2027.
	We are excited that the needed improvements are on the horizon, and we can begin looking ahead to ways to bring our “Wants” to our kids and schools.
	Once the “Needs” projects are completed, we will again engage with our community to identify the projects you would like to see and creative ways to finance them. Thank you for your support in making our school facilities the best that we can for our students.
	-Andy Peltz
	WHS students attended a college visit to Kent State University and Hiram College through our amazing College Now program!

	Explore
	College

	Visits
	What is Background Knowledge?
	How Are We Building Background Knowledge at School?
	What Parents Can Do at Home
	McCormick Book Character
	Pumpkin Challenge
	Special Education Rating News


	TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
	A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY
	Hello Duke families,
	A quick update from the treasurer’s office. We are currently adding new signage to the high school and at Westwood Elementary. The goal of this is to help direct our visitors to locate the correct entrances for McCormick and high school events and locate the entrance to the Board of Education Office at Westwood Elementary.
	The WHS hallway and locker room renovations and Westwood heating and cooling project preparations are getting underway. These projects are scheduled to be completed by the start of next school year and we are looking forward to our students and staff being more comfortable and enjoying the renovated spaces.
	-Pete Bailey
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	Pete Bailey, Treasurer
	(440) 647-7979
	pbailey@wellingtonvillage
	schools.org
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	NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
	Apple Crunch Season!
	The Wellington Nutrition Services Department "Crunched" into local apples on Apple Crunch day, October 8th! When available, our kitchens proudly serve apples from Bauman Orchards in Rittman Ohio.
	A Note About Free and Reduced Price Meal Qualification:
	Do you see a sudden charge on your child(ren)'s meal account? It's possible you haven't turned in your Free and Reduced-Price Meal Application
	for this school year!
	MS, RDN LD

	Meal applications are available online at www.payschoolscentral.com, on our website Nutrition Services, or in the main office of every building.
	You can turn in your application anything throughout the school year!
	If you received a letter notifying you that you qualified for Free or Reduced-Price Meals via direct certification, please sign and turn in the bottom of the letter to give permission to waive school fees for the 2026/2027 school year.
	On Friday, October 30th we are serving "Hallowings" at WHS.
	We held a taste test of Zee Zee all chicken meat sticks at WHS on
	Tuesday September 16th. These sticks are nitrate and dye free,
	contain 5-6g of protein per serving, and less than 200mg of sodium!
	The response was positive, and we added them as a Smart Snack
	a la carte snack option for MMS and WHS for $1.75 per stick.
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	WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
	Dear Wellington High School Students and Families,
	October and November are here, and with it comes one of the
	busiest and most exciting stretches of the school year. We have
	settled into our routines, classrooms are fully underway, fall
	activities are in full swing, and our students continue to show
	what it means to be part of the Duke Family.
	As we move through the month, I encourage students to stay focused on their academics, remain involved in our school community, and continue building positive connections with their teachers and peers. This is also an important time for families to check in on grades, attendance, and progress as we work together to make sure every student is supported and moving forward.
	There is a lot happening at Wellington High School this month, and I hope you will take a few minutes to review the updates, reminders, and upcoming events included in this newsletter. Thank you for your continued partnership and for helping make WHS a place where students feel connected, supported, and proud to be a Duke.
	Go Dukes!

	Shyla Urban
	Principal
	Wellington High School

	Upcoming Events:
	October 30 (End of first quarter)
	Wednesday, November 4th at 6:00 PM at the Lindley Center (National Honor Society Induction Ceremony for WHS students)
	November 3 Drama Club Field Trip to Playhouse Square
	November 4 Women’s Leadership Event @ Hoop Tech in North Ridgeville
	November 6 College Credit Plus spring registration (see Mr. J. Howells)
	November 6 OMEA Honors Band performs
	November 9 Picture retake day
	November 10 Effective Leadership Academy
	November 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
	November 13 State FFA Leadership Night hosted by WHS FFA Chapter
	Click here to see the WHS FFA event website!



	What’s Up Wellington Newsletter
	Page 10
	MARCHING BAND NEWS

	CONGRATULATIONS!
	Our Dukes Marching Band took the field in their last competition of the season in
	New Philadelphia last week!
	Band Director Mr. Pope shares that “it's been fun watching their program come
	together this year and we're excited to cheer them on.”
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	WESTWOOD NEWS
	Page 12

	BUILDERS CLUB AT MCCORMICK
	Builders Club Advisor: Mrs. Strait
	tstrait@wellingtonvillageschools.org
	Page 13


	REMINDERS

	STAY INFORMED!
	Let’s be friends!
	“Like” us on Facebook:
	Wellington Exempted Village Schools
	Westwood Elementary School
	McCormick Middle School
	Wellington High School

	TikTok: WellingTok
	Instagram: dukes_k12
	Instagram Athletics:
	wellington_dukes_athletics
	YouTube: Search: WEVSD

	INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

	Welcome to Westwood!
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	Welcome to WHS & MMS!
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	INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

	Welcome to our District!
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	Welcome to WHS!
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	INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

	Welcome to WHS!
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	INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

	Welcome to McCormick!
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	JR. HIGH CAREER EXPO
	Career fair video click here!
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	WHS STUDENTS ATTEND CAREER EXPO
	Career fair video click here!
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	PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
	Wellington High School
	at table reads for the
	December performance of
	Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon.
	Save the Date!
	WHS Performing Arts
	Proudly Presents:
	Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon
	Synopsis: Two madcap narrators and an ensemble cast attempt to combine and
	perform all 209 of the original fairy tales
	by the Brothers Grimm into a single,
	chaotic, and hilarious mega-story.
	December 3rd, 4th, & 5th @ 7:30 p.m.
	at the beautiful Patricia Lindley Center
	Tickets: Adult: $15 Students/Seniors: $10
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	FFA NEWS - NATIONAL CONVENTION IN INDIANAPOLIS

	Representing Ohio on the national stage!
	Two teams of students represented Ohio by competing at the National level at
	National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana the week of October 19.
	Our Ag Technology and Mechanical Systems team of Tyler Burns, Max Hook, Wyatt Norton, and Nicholas Sword placed 7th in the nation and received a Gold rating.
	Individually Nicholas placed 10th and received a Gold rating, Max Hook received a Gold rating and placed 1st in the Machinery and Equipment area, Wyatt Norton received a Gold rating, and Tyler Burns received a Silver rating.
	These FFA members have done an amazing job at representing Wellington and Ohio!
	Way to go!
	Our Farm Business Management team of David Beekman, Ryann Lola Deidrick, Morgan Denes,
	and Kelsey Urig received a Bronze rating. Individually, David and Kelsey received
	bronze ratings and Ryann Lola
	and Morgan received silver ratings.
	Way to represent Ohio!
	Our students shared a bus with Firelands FFA and toured Exotic Feline Rescue Center, the Indianapolis Zoo, the Dayton Airforce Museum and Ozark Fisheries Tour.
	They also enjoyed bowling and Top Golf.
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	FFA NEWS - NATIONAL CONVENTION IN INDIANAPOLIS
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	FFA NEWS - AMERICAN DEGREE WINNERS
	On October 24, Wellington FFA wrapped up their 2026 National FFA Convention experience by celebrating the hard work and dedication of two of our graduate members. Carlee Covington and Amandolin Williams
	both had the honor to walk across the National Stage wearing their official dress one last time
	and receive their American degree. Congratulations, we are so proud of you both!
	Less than 1% of total members achieve this distinction annually. To earn this, students must hold an active FFA membership for the past three years, have received a State FFA Degree, have completed secondary instruction in an agricultural education program,  and operate and maintain an outstanding SAE program with accurate records.  They must also record productive
	financial investments and specified earnings and maintain a strong high school academic record
	and demonstrate high standards of leadership and community service.
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	FFA NEWS - JR. HIGH ATTENDS CAMP MUSKINGHAM

	SMART Goals
	Specific, Measureable, Attainable, Relevant & Time based
	Click here for the video!
	25 of our Junior High FFA members spent three days in September at the Happiest Place on Dirt:
	Ohio FFA Greenhand Camp at Camp Muskingham in Carrollton, Ohio.  Camp was full of experiencing
	new things, making memories, meeting new friends and planning for a successful FFA journey.
	State FFA Officers taught leadership, teamwork skills and how to set and work towards SMART goals.
	A huge thank you to the Wellington FFA Alumni group &
	Wellington Schools Endowment for providing funding to support camp costs!



	SPORTS NEWS
	Follow the Duke logo to find our Duke runners!
	LC-8 Conference Meet Race Results:
	Junior Nicholas Sword, Sophomore Fynlee Morris and
	Freshman Sophia McCloskey earned 2nd team honors for the Varsity teams.
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	SPORTS NEWS
	LC-8 Conference Meet
	Race Results:
	Our McCormick girls team captured 2nd Place and our McCormick boys earned 4th.
	From our girls team we had
	Korie Goble (4th overall) and Chloe Axford (6th overall) make first team LC-8 and Emilia Thompson
	(10th overall) and
	Kennedy Saunders (13th overall) earn second team all LC-8.
	On the boys team, we had
	Henry Sword (3rd overall) earn first team LC-8 and Ezra Eastman
	(11th overall) earn second
	team LC-8.
	Congratulations!
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	Congratulations to our Varsity girls soccer team!
	They won an impressive 10 games this year and earned the right to host a
	play off game versus Lake Center Christian, which they were victorious in.
	They finished their season competing in the OHSAA District tournament.  Congratulations!

	SOCCER UPDATES
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	Congratulations to our Varsity boys soccer team!
	Dukes pull the upset on Firelands and won 3-2 to hand the Falcons
	their first league loss in 7 years!  Congratulations!

	SOCCER & GOLF UPDATES
	Congratulations to Junior  Zach Kehl for advancing to the District Golf Tournament after shooting an 86!
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	POWDERPUFF, GOLF & VOLLEYBALL FUN!
	Page 33

	AROUND OUR DISTRICT
	Page 34

	AROUND OUR DISTRICT
	Click here to watch the video about Seniors
	Andrew Raven and Amelia Overstreet and their teacher’s exploration program.
	Click here to watch the video about FFA’s “Food For America” day. High school students teach 3rd and 4th grade students about agriculture.
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