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RISE UP ALWAYS – AT SCHOOL
AND IN OUR COMMUNITY!

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
11/2/26 @ 2:30:
LCAP/SSC/Safety Committee
Meeting 

11/4/26 @ 7:00 pm BUSD
Board Meeting

11/6/26: First Trismester
Report Cards Sent Home 

11/11/26: Veteran’s Day, No
School

11/12/26 @ 4:00: Veteran’s
Day Event & Celebration

11/16/26 @ 5:30: PTO
Meeting

11/19: PTO Dine Out: Dave &
Buster’s

11/20/26: Spirit Day: Neon Day

11/23/26-11/27/26:
Thanksgiving Break, No School

At VVCM, we encourage our students to RISE Up not
only during the school day but also when they are
out in our community. Our RISE values—Respect,
Integrity, Safety, and Effort—should guide our
students wherever they go. We remind all Rattlers to
be respectful of our neighbors, their homes, and their
property, and to make safe, responsible choices when
walking or spending time in the neighborhoods
surrounding our school. Being a Rattler means
demonstrating good character even when no one is
watching! Thank you, families, for reinforcing these
expectations and helping our students represent
VVCM with pride!



PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
As our first trimester comes to a close and we welcome November, I
want to take a moment to express my gratitude to our incredible
Valley View Charter Montessori community.

First, a huge thank-you to our amazing PTO and parent volunteers!
Your time, creativity, and energy make such a difference. From
bringing learning to life through the Meet the Masters art program
and supporting hands-on exploration in the STEAM Lab to helping
our Garden of Learning flourish for students in TK through 5th
grade, your contributions are invaluable. And let's not forget the
incredible effort that went into making our Rattler Run such a
success! Your dedication strengthens the sense of community and
connection that makes VVCM so special.

I'd also like to recognize our Custodial Crew for keeping our campus
clean, safe, and welcoming every day. A special thank-you to our
Rattler Café staff for the kindness, positive energy, and care they 

bring to serving our students each day. To our coaches and athletic director, Mr. Saura, thank you for
building teamwork, sportsmanship, and school spirit through our after-school athletics program.

A big shout-out goes to our yard supervisors, who help ensure that recess and lunch are fun, safe, and
positive experiences for all students. And, of course, my deepest appreciation goes to our front office
team, including our secretaries, counselor, and health clerk, who truly are the heart of our school.
They keep things running smoothly while greeting students, families, and staff with warm smiles each
day.

Finally, I'm grateful to our entire VVCM staff for their ongoing commitment to building relationships,
academic excellence, and every student's well-being. Your care, dedication, and professionalism shine
through in everything you do.

RISE-UP Thanksgiving Challenge!
During Thanksgiving break, I encourage our students and families to take a moment to reflect on the
people, pets, and experiences that bring joy and gratitude into their lives.

I challenge our students to RISE-UP and show their appreciation through kind words, a thoughtful
note, or a simple act of kindness for someone who has made a positive difference in their lives.
Students are also welcome to email me their reflections at pstewart@buckeyeusd.org over the break.
I'd love to read what they're thankful for, and it's a great opportunity to practice their writing skills
too! 

Wishing everyone a wonderful November filled with gratitude, kindness, and connection!

Goooooooooooo Rattlers!

Mr. Stewart, Principal

Have you had a great experience with one of our Rockstar Teachers or Staff Members? Giving a
shout-out is a great way to recognize our VVCM staff for their demonstration of our VVCM
values- respect, integrity, safety and effort. Please share a bit about it so we can recognize

them! Fill out the form here.

STAFF SHOUT OUT

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKjFNDr65CMSQVvGBDL2r9EGljhoSJgkoG9JuyDJgsit85Og/viewform?usp=dialog


    A huge THANK YOU to our VVCM families! With your generosity and
support, we reached our $75,000 Rattler Run goal! 

Whether you donated, shared your student’s fundraising page, volunteered, or
cheered from the sidelines, you helped make this year’s Rattler Run a
tremendous success. These funds directly support the programs, resources, and
experiences that enrich our students’ time at VVCM.

Thank you to our wonderful teachers and staff for all their support, and a
special thank you to Mr. Shawn and Mrs. Perez for helping make Run Day go
so smoothly. We also wanted to thank the middle school team, led by Miss
Amy and Mrs. Alessandro, for planning an incredibly fun middle school
dodgeball tournament in place of the Run!

The rain held off, the students had a blast, and it was a beautiful day to
celebrate our amazing Rattler community. Thank you, VVCM! 

BUCKEYE UNION
FOOD SERVICE

In November we will be serving
JICAMA from Fresno BIPOC. Fresno
BIPOC is a food hub that distributes
produce grown by over 90 small and
mid-scale family BIPOC (Black
Indigenous and People of Color)
farmers around Fresno County. Their
goal is to build a stronger local food
system in Central California.

PTO UPDATE

💛🐍

Valley View’s Yearbook vendor for the
26/27 school year will be Yearbook Life
again! Yearbooks are currently selling for
only $25. Don’t wait to order as the price
will go up on January 1st. There are two
ways to order a yearbook:

-You can order online at
www.buytheyearbook.com. Our SCHOOL
ID is 736579.
-OR You can complete the yearbook order
form (available in the office) this option
can only be paid with cash or check.
Checks should be made out to VVCM.

If you have any questions, please feel free
to call or email Valerie Bustos,
vbustos@buckeyeusd.org.

Thank you, Valerie Bustos

YEARBOOK



It's hard to believe we've already completed our first trimester! Our students have experienced so much
growth over these first few months, and we're proud of the progress they've made as they navigate the
opportunities and challenges of middle school.

As we move into November, we're looking forward to building on this momentum, strengthening our
school community, and helping students finish the calendar year strong. Thank you, families, for your
continued partnership and support!

A huge thank you for your generous donations and enthusiastic support of our recent PTO fundraiser!
We are grateful for the contributions that make these events possible.

Our middle school students had a blast at the Rattler Dodgeball Tournament! Their excitement,
teamwork, and school spirit made it clear that changing from the traditional run to dodgeball was a hit with
this age group. Thank you to our PTO, volunteers, and families for making this a memorable experience!

Please also support us in giving Ms. Amy a HUGE Thank You for her role in thePlease also support us in giving Ms. Amy a HUGE Thank You for her role in thePlease also support us in giving Ms. Amy a HUGE Thank You for her role in the
organization of this tournament.organization of this tournament.organization of this tournament.      Students requested that we consider it, but sheStudents requested that we consider it, but sheStudents requested that we consider it, but she
truly took the idea and cultivated it into the memorable experience it was. Her caretruly took the idea and cultivated it into the memorable experience it was. Her caretruly took the idea and cultivated it into the memorable experience it was. Her care
and thoughtfulness in its planning is truly appreciated.and thoughtfulness in its planning is truly appreciated.and thoughtfulness in its planning is truly appreciated.   

Please also support us in giving Ms. Amy a HUGE Thank You for her role in the
organization of this tournament.  Students requested that we consider it, but she
truly took the idea and cultivated it into the memorable experience it was. Her care
and thoughtfulness in its planning is truly appreciated. 
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THANK YOU, RATTLER FAMILIES!

A WONDERFUL FIRST TRIMESTER!



With the first trimester behind us, November is the perfect opportunity for students to reflect, reset, and
establish strong habits.

Sit down with your child and review their organizational system. Are assignments recorded in their Daily
Agenda? Are completed assignments being turned in? Is their backpack organized? Is there a plan for
homework and longer-term projects?

Check Alma together weekly for grades and missing assignments, and review Daily Agendas each
evening. Middle school students are developing independence, but still need guidance, encouragement,
and accountability.

We've noticed an increase in physical interactions between students, including playful pushing, grabbing,
and roughhousing. Even friendly interactions can escalate, cause misunderstandings, or unintentionally
hurt someone.

Please remind your child that keeping hands to themselves is a school expectation, even with
friends. We are reinforcing personal boundaries, recognizing others' discomfort, and appropriate ways to
have fun together.

Thank you for helping us maintain a safe, respectful, and welcoming campus!
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A NEW TRIMESTER, A FRESH START!

KEEPING OUR HANDS TO OURSELVES



Throughout November, students will explore how to consider
different perspectives, evaluate options, and make informed
decisions.

At home, try asking: What are your options? or What might
happen if you choose that approach? These conversations help
students build confidence in their own decision-making.

Our November Approach to Learning (ATL) focus is
Critical Thinking. This skill helps students question
assumptions, analyze information, consider
perspectives, and use evidence to make thoughtful
decisions.

Teachers will reinforce these skills through classroom
discussion, problem-solving, and reflection. Being a
strong thinker isn't simply knowing the right answer.
It's being curious, asking meaningful questions, and
approaching challenges thoughtfully and
independently.
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IB LEARNER PROFILE: THINKER

APPROACH TO LEARNING: CRITICAL THINKING

We use our thinking skills to approach problems. We
analyze ideas and problems to take action.



With the excitement of the upcoming holiday season,
November can be busy for families. Changes in schedules
and routines can make it harder for students to stay
organized and focused.

Maintain consistent homework routines, check Daily
Agendas, and help students plan ahead. 

Middle school is an important time to learn self-advocacy.
Encourage your child to reach out to teachers when they
have questions, need clarification, or are struggling with an
assignment.

Rather than immediately solving a problem for them, help
your child identify what they need and practice initiating the
conversation. Students still need adult support, and we are
always happy to partner with families as they build
confidence for high school and beyond.

As we enter this season of gratitude, we recognize the wonderful families who make Valley View special.
We appreciate your involvement, communication, support of teachers, and contributions to our school
community.

Thank you for trusting us to be part of your child's middle school journey. We hope you enjoy a
November filled with connection, rest, and lasting memories. Happy November, Rattlers!
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GRATEFUL FOR OUR RATTLER COMMUNITY

STAYING ON TRACK DURING THE HOLIDAYS

BUILDING STUDENT SELF-ADVOCACY

A few minutes of preparation each evening can reduce stress and support success at school.



Dear 1st-8th Grade VVCM Families, 

We are writing to share an important update to our 1st-8th grade Rattler morning drop-off 
procedures as we continue working to maintain a safe, secure, and welcoming campus for all 
students. 

We know that many of our families enjoy spending those last few moments together in the 
morning, watching their children participate in the morning walk, and waving goodbye as 
students head to their classrooms. We truly appreciate the love, encouragement, and sense of 
community that these moments represent. 

However, in light of updated state requirements regarding mandated reporter training for parent 
volunteers, as well as our ongoing commitment to campus safety, we will be transitioning to a 
"Hug and Go" morning drop-off procedure.  This will begin on Monday, November 2nd. 

What will this look like? 

●​ Hug and Go: Families will say their goodbyes outside the campus gates. Once students 
enter campus, parents and guardians will not be permitted to enter or remain on campus 
during morning arrival unless they are authorized volunteers signed in at the office. 

●​ Designated Entrance: All 1st-8th grade morning entrances will be closed except for the 
entrance located near the café (see map below), adjacent to the playground and 
blacktop area. All 1st-8th grade students will enter campus through this designated 
location. 

●​ Keeping Our Perimeter Clear: We also ask that families refrain from lingering along the 
outside of the campus fencing to watch their children during the morning walk. While we 
recognize that these are familiar and trusted adults to their own children, other students 
and staff may not recognize them. Maintaining a clear perimeter helps us ensure that 
everyone near our students is easily identifiable and that our safety procedures remain 
consistent. 

We Still Welcome and Value Our Parent Volunteers! 

Our families are an incredibly important part of what makes VVCM such a special community, 
and we absolutely want to continue welcoming parents who wish to volunteer and participate in 
school activities! Parents interested in volunteering are encouraged to complete the necessary 
volunteer requirements, including mandated reporter training, so they can continue supporting 
our students and staff in meaningful ways. 

We understand that this adjustment may feel like a significant change, especially for families 
who have made the morning walk part of their daily routine. Please know that this decision is not 
intended to create distance between families and our school. Rather, it reflects our responsibility 
to establish clear, consistent expectations that prioritize the safety and security of every child on 
our campus. 



We sincerely appreciate your understanding, cooperation, and adherence to these 
updated procedures. By working together, we can ensure that our mornings remain positive, 
welcoming, and, most importantly, safe for all students. 

Thank you for being such an important part of our VVCM community! 

 



After School Supports
ELA
Help

(2:15-3:15)

M Tu W Th F
Davis

C1
Steinbach

C2
Davis

C1

Other
Support
(2:15-3:00)

M Tu W Th F
Spanish B6

Study Hall
Library

Spanish B6Study Hall
Library

(1:15-3:00)
Study Hall

Library

Math
Help

(2:15-3:15)

M Tu W Th F

Steinbach
C2

Spitz
C5

Fennell
C5



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

@ 
LUNCH

            Club
B6 Sra. Consiglio

Battle of the Books
Library

Crochet Club
Mr. Flater C3

                Beyblades
            Mr. Davis C1

Leadership-
B6 Sra. Consiglio

              Origami Club
              C3 Mr. Flater

Dungeons and Dragons
C1 Mr. Davis

Coding Club
C4 Mrs. Hill

                
 Movie Club

    Mrs. Steinbach C2     

Trading Card Club
C1 Mr. Davis

               Anime Club
             Mr. Flater C3

Cartoon Club
C1 Mr. Davis

          Club
B6 Sra. Consiglio

CJSF 1st Fri/Month
Mrs. Steinbach C2

Book Club
Last Friday/month
Mr. Flater C3

AFTER 
SCHOOL
until 3pm

ELA Help 
Davis in C1

Math Help 
Ms. Spitz C5

Study Hall / Library 

ELA Help
Steinbach in C2

Spanish Help
B6 Sra. Consiglio

Running Club
Mr. Saura / Field

Study Hall / Library ELA Help
Steinbach in C2

Math Help
Mr. Fennell C6

ELA Help 
Davis in C1

Spanish Help
B6 Sra. Consiglio

Study Hall / Library 



NOVEMBER 12TH
4:00-5:00 PM

JOIN USJOIN US  JOIN US pleaseplease  please 
in celebratingin celebrating

our localour local  

in celebrating

our local 

VeteransVeteransVeteransVeterans

V A L L E Y  V I E W  C H A R T E R  M O N T E S S O R I
M I D D L E  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S

V V C M   M P  R O O M
1 6 6 5  B L A C K S T O N E  P K W Y ,  E D H  9 5 7 6 2

are hosting their 3rd annualare hosting their 3rd annual
DESSERT SOCIALDESSERT SOCIAL

All veterans and their families welcome!

RSVP

HERE JAZZ
BAND

PERFORMANCE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSep38K_fbo1hMhSKSKFEVNsA47KPNjnkJUaerkfmM1oMIZAGA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSep38K_fbo1hMhSKSKFEVNsA47KPNjnkJUaerkfmM1oMIZAGA/viewform?usp=publish-editor


VVCM
YEARBOOK

Rock your memories
forever!  Get yours
before they sell out!

LIMITED EDITION  -  ORDER NOW  -  WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

ON SALE
ONLY

Questions??  Contact vbustos@buckeyeusd.org ORDER BY 12/31/26— only $25!

2 WAYS TO ORDER:
ONLINE AT 

BUYTHEYEARBOOK.COM
SCHOOL ID: 736579

OR YEARBOOK ORDER FORM$25
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