
56 SCHOOL BOARD JOURNAL January, 1927 

» * : 

| 
inal 

KEARNEY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, KEARNEY, NEB. 
Davis & Wilson, Architects, Lincoln, Neb 

KEARNEY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
BUILDING 

Superintendent 0, A. Wirsig 

The junior high sehool building in Kearney 

Nebraska, was constructed and equipped within 
a bond issue of $250,000 plus acerued interest 
of $8,000. The board of education was particu 
larly fortunate in letting the contracts at an 

opportune time and on a rather good market 
with good competition. The per cubie foot. cost 

was 19% cents which is the lowest on record in 
Nebraska. The building will accommodate 

comfortably 700 students. 

This building is a two-story structure, 240 feet 

long by 121 feet deep, and so planned that the 
two end wings may be extended. The only de- 
parture from the straight lines of the light 
mottled face brick exterior, is in the main 
eutrance of grey Bedford sandstone, which is 
decidedly Grecian in design. 

Twenty classrooms oceupy the major portion 

of the building. Each classroom has ample 
window space to provide full light efficiency. 

Steel window frames and sash of the fenestra 

type are used throughout. Each elassroom has 
forced ventilation, a recessed teacher’s locker, 

thermostatic control, and slate blackboard on 
three sides of the room, with ample corkboard 
for bulletins and exhibit material. 

The floors and stairs are all of reinforced con 
erete construction covered in the corridors and 
stairs with mastic flooring while the classrooms 
have red oak flooring and the gymnasiums 

114” maple flooring. 

Built-in ventilated student lockers in the cor 

ridors provide ample safe places for the stu- 

dents’ cloaks, books, and supplies. Fight drink- 
ing fountains of the Halsey-Taylor type are 

located on each floor—four at each end of the 
main corridor. Four large toilet rooms with 
white tile floors are well lighted and ventilated. 

There are two on each floor—one for boys and 
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN. 
KEARNEY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, KEARNEY, NEB. Davis & Wilson, Architects, Lincoln, Neb. 

be shut off and used as a boys’ gymnasium which 
gives a playing field of 79 feet by 45 feet. By 
this arrangement double use is made of the space 
and it accommodates equally well, basket ball 
games for spectators, operettas, pageants, or 

other programs which include large groups of 
children, To the rear of the stage-gym are 
suitable storage rooms for scenery and appa- 
ratus, also boys’ shower and dressing rooms. 

On the second floor are the regular classrooms, 
science rooms, baleony of the auditorium, and 
library. The library is ideally located, being on 
the second floor, and with north light. It is 
equipped with tables, shelving, magazine racks 
and librarian’s desk as can be seen from the 
photograph. It will accommodate 100 students 
ata time. The girls’ gymnasium on the second 
floor is well situated for health work. It is 64 
feet by 36 feet, with separate dressing room and 
shower room with eight showers and 16 semi- 
private dressing stalls separated with curtain 
and slate partitions. 

The heating plant is located to the rear of 
the building in conjunction with that of the 
senior high school. It consists of two large 
Kewanee boilers of the latest design. Rapid 
and positive circulation of steam through the 
radiators is secured by use of an automatic 
vacuum return pump. 

The ventilating “experts” do nof agree in 

their opinions on the best method of ventilation. « 
This building is adaptable to any theory of 
ventilation. Fresh air ean be brought in from 
outdoors and circulated through the building, or 

the ecutdoor openings may be closed and the 
same air recirculated throughout the building. 
thus keeping up a gentle movement of air. There 
is no expensive air washing machinery, but 
arrangements have been made to humidify the 

air by water pipes with spray nozzles attached 
projecting into the air tunnels. They ean easily 
be turned on or off as desired. The fan system 
not only aids in ventilation but it also helps in 
heating the building and equalizing the tem- 
perature, thus economizing on fuel. There are 
no radiators whatever in the auditorium, but it 
can be heated in ten minutes by opening the air 
ducts leading into it. Separate fans and venti- 

lating duets are provided in shower rooms and 
cooking rooms so that odors are not circulated 
over the building. 

An inter-building telephone system with tele- 
phones at distant points saves many steps and 
much time of principal and teachers. 

The building is equipped with a complete pro- 
gram clock and fire alarm system. In the main 
corridors, auditorium, and library are secondary 

clocks. These are all electrically operated and 
controlled. 

This building has been in use since September 
and is proving very satisfactory in its adapta- 
bility to the modern program of education for 
junior high school students. 

Total cubic contents, cu. ft....... e+e ee 1,128,677 

Contract Amounts— 
General ...... eee c cece ecenereeees $168,983 
Heating and Plumbing 40,230 
Electrie Wiring ... 4,975 
Hardware .......... 2,100 

Total Contract Amount ..... +. $216,288 
Cost per cubic foot..............5 seee  19%0e 

FIRST FLOOR PLAN. 

The building was erected from plans prepared 
by Ellery Davis, architect, Lincoln, Nebr. The 
members of the board under whose direction the 
building was erected are: J. S. Donnell, presi- 
dent; G. E. Haase, secretary; G. O. Fairchild; 
Mrs. J. H. Hale; Dr. L. M. Stearns; ©. A. 
Bessie. 

Junior High School Building No. 3 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Gabrielle Evans Sibley : 
(See Pages 68-69) 

The development during the past few years, 
of the educational opportunities in the city of 
Trenton, deflects in no uncertain terms the 
vision and the spirit of its citizenry. 

Led by a superintendent of schools and a 
board of education with common ideals and pur- 
poses, backed by a mayor and a board of school 
estimate who readily cooperated in the promo- 
tion of a comprehensive school building pro- 
gram as an object of primary importance, pub- 
lie opinion became rapidly enlightened as the 
shortcomings and deficiencies of the school 
housing situation were presented. 

Following a school building survey and an 
exhaustive study of all phases of the educational 
system and its problems, a school for colored 
children was decided upon as the first step in 
the building program. This very interesting 
building will be presented in another issue of 
this magazine, 

Junior high school building No, 3, illustrated 
on pages 68 and 69, represents the second step 
in the effort to meet the pressing need for in- 
creased school facilities, and is beautifully 
located on West State Street. Looking across 
to athletic field and Cadwalader Park, glimpsing 
through the trees to the rear, the historic Dela- 
ware, and in the heart of a choice residential 
district, it stands ministering alike to the 
artistic, the aesthetic and the practical needs of 
all, and symbolizing in a quiet, dignified man- 
ner, the high ideals of the community. 

The historic background of Trenton inspired 

the use of the Colonial style in the design, a 
style which dates from the earliest’ days of 
American history, At the corner of the prin- 
cipal approach to the building from State 
Street, hangs an artistic sign which bears this 
inseription: 

1776 1926 
Route of 

General Sullivan’s 
March 

to Trenton 
December 26th, 1776 

As we read this, we remember that Trenton 
was one of the important battlegrounds of the 
Revolutionary War. Perhaps none of the strug- 
gles for liberty and independence has stirred 
our imagination more than the one that took 
place in Trenton. Today this free institution 
of learning overlooks one of their lines of 

march, and stands as a fitting monument to 
their bravery and sacrifice. Its beauty, its 
strength, and its wide usefulness, reflects the 
character of these founders and defenders of 
our country, and will be again reflected in the 
lives of the boys and girls who will foregather 
here, 

An interesting link in the chain of history is 
formed by the presence of a world war memorial 
within the school grounds, near the main ap- 
proach. This memorial, which is in the form 
of a fountain, was presented to the city of 
Trenton by Mrs. Elliot F. Shepard, in memory 
of her brother, Russell Terradell, who lost his 
life in the world war. It was the choice of the 
city to place it here. 

The site was sufficiently generous to permit 
placing the building far from the noise of the 
street. The adjacent property is fixed or von- 
trolled so that the character of the surround- 
ings can never become less desirable, and the 
setting has been made beautiful by the land- 
seape architect, The building is a little too 
new, however, and the planting too young to 
express the effect that time will bring about. 

Red brick, rich in texture and coloring, and 
eut cast stone, are the mediums through which 

the character of the old brick and marble build- 
ings has been secured, and the central tower, 
and the entrance porticos on each wing, are all 

reminiscent of the simple, dignified, early 
Colonial work, no detail having been neglected 
which might contribute to the harmony of the 

completed design. 

No one thing, perhaps, promotes understand 
ing and appreciation on the part of the public, 

more than use of the schools for civie purposes. 
Visiting the auditorium unit, with its beauty, 

its dignity, its completeness; attending a ban- 

quet in the combination cafeteria and study 
hall; sitting in the spectators’ gallery of the 
great double gymnasium; and glimpsing on 
these occasions the shops, the swimming pool, 

the music room, the science department, or the 
products of the various branches of household 
arts, can have only one effect. It will develop 

civie consciousness, it will stimulate pride and 
it will provoke enthusiasm and cooperation on 
the part of those on whose good will and under- 
standing the public school must depend for its 

maintenance.



