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Module 4 
Topic B

FAMILY MATH
Record Composition and Decomposition

Dear Family,

Students are learning to use objects and pictures to sort in multiple ways and record each sort 
with a number bond. They see that the same number can be broken apart in more than one 
way by recording multiple sorts. For example, 6 can be broken apart into partners of 1 and 5, 
4 and 2, 6 and 0, or 3 and 3. This foundational skill of knowing how numbers can be broken up 
in different ways will help children beyond kindergarten.
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Are Learning

Partners to 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, and 10
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A student finds multiple ways to 
sort and record.

color height animal
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A student sorts bears by color, 
height, and animal and records 
in a number bond to see many 
partners to 5.

At-Home Activities
Activity Idea 1 Sort and Record with a Number Bond

Give your child a group of 5 to 10 items, such as toys, markers, or coins, to sort into different 
categories (color, shape, size, etc.). Let your child decide how to sort. Then encourage them to 
record the sort with a number bond. Ask them to sort a different way and record the new sort 
with a number bond.
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Activity Idea 2 Shake Those Coins

Gather 6 pennies and place them in a cup. Ask your child to shake and spill the coins. Count the 
coins that are heads up and those that are tails up. Then draw a number bond to match. Once 
your child has practiced with 6 coins, repeat with numbers 7 to 10.

Partners to 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10
Since the beginning of kindergarten, students have sorted objects. Now, objects and pictures 
are sorted in multiple ways and each sort is recorded in a number bond to show how the 
number can be broken apart.

When students find ways to break a number into two parts, they find partners to that number. 
For example, 1 and 4 are partners to 5. Finding and recording all the partners to a number 
helps students see the various ways that number can be broken apart.

Students practice finding partners to 6 by playing a new game called Shake Those Disks. The 
game is played by placing 6 two-color counters in a cup, shaking it, and then spilling them 
onto a desk. Students place all the yellow and red counters together in a line and then record 
the parts and total in a number bond. Students continue to shake and spill the counters until 
all number bonds on the recording page are completed.

Partners to 5
5 is 5 and 0.
5 is 4 and 1.
5 is 3 and 2.
5 is 2 and 3.
5 is 1 and 4.
5 is 0 and 5.

Partners to 5 are recorded in order 
to highlight the number patterns.

5

0 5

5

3 25

1 4

A picture is sorted in more 
than one way and recorded 
in number bonds.

Shake Those Disks can be played 
to practice finding partners to any 
number.
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