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Module 2 
Topic B

FAMILY MATH
Relate and Distinguish Addition and Subtraction

Dear Family,

Your student is learning the Read–Draw–Write problem-solving process. This process helps 
them make sense of, represent, and solve addition and subtraction word problems.

• Read the problem all the way through. Then reread a chunk at a time. As you reread,
ask yourself, “Can I draw something?” Then ask, “What can I draw?”

• Draw to represent the problem as you reread. Add to or revise your drawing as you 
uncover new information. When you finish rereading and drawing, ask yourself, “What 
does my drawing show?”

• Write a number sentence to represent your thinking. Then write the number in the 
statement to answer the question.

  

 

 

 

Read Draw Write

10 people are on a bus.

8 people get off the bus.

How many people are on 
the bus now?

There are 2 people on the bus now.

10 – 8 = 2

Your student also uses number bonds and number paths to help them relate addition and 
subtraction. Counting on and counting back on the number path allows your student to see 
subtraction as “undoing” addition by reversing the action.

1 2 3 4 5

+ 2

6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5

- 2

6 7 8 9 10

8 + 2 = 10

10 - 2 = 8

10

8 2

Number bonds help your student see that related problems have the same parts and 
total, and that the unknown represents the change. When the total is known and a part is 
subtracted, the unknown represents the other part. Similarly, when parts are added together,
the unknown represents the total.
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At-Home Activity
The Same Parts

Set up two groups of objects found in the home, such as buttons, coins, or blocks. Invite your 
student to count the number of objects in each group and to count the total. Have them draw 
a number bond to represent the total and the two parts. For example, if the total is 9, the parts 
may be 6 and 3. Discuss with your student how to recognize that parts of related addition and 
subtraction problems are the same. Here are a few examples.

• “Start with 9 and take away 6. What is left? Why?”

• “Start with 9 and take away 3. What is left? Why?”

• “Start with 3 and count on 6 more. Then start with 6 and count on 3 more. Why are the 
totals the same?”
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