
WORLD LANGUAGES PARENT COFFEE 2026-27
Elementary School · October 13, 2026

Welcome, 欢迎, Bienvenidos, Bienvenue

Chinese · Spanish · 8:30 to 9:30 AM · MPH and Zoom



Our Team

Thanks to:

Aisha Oravec
Parent Engagement Lead

Lingyan Chen
Chinese Interpreter

Paloma Juli Ȧn
Director of 

World Languages

Jennifer Yang
ES Ch PLC Coach

Carol Xu
ES Ch PLC Coach

Yenny Li
MS Sp PLC Coach

Jamila MacArthur
Executive Director for 
Teaching and Learning

Ella Chen
ES Ch PLC Coach



        SAS Welcomes 
              Ms. Huali Xiong

Huali has dedicated decades to second language 
acquisition, bilingual education, curriculum design, 
and educational leadership in international school 
settings.

Throughout her career teaching K-12 and higher 
education, she has sought to connect classroom 
practice, curriculum development, and teacher 
learning to create coherent, effective language 
learning experiences in which every learner can 
flourish.

She believes that with creativity, intentional design, 
and a sound system, every learner can learn the 
Chinese language.

Strategic Curriculum Consultant



agenda

1. Welcome 
2. Building exceptional communicators together
3. What stays
4. What is new
5. Not just language
6. How can you support your children in this journey







What remains



Your kid’s Language 
superpower

by the time they finish Grade 5, what 
would it be?

Today: How we unlock 
every child's 
superpower



The world language journey: oUR VISION

Students leave SAS as exceptional communicators 
prepared for their future. This includes having pride 
in their high level of proficiency and finding joy in 
continuing to use and learn the language 
independently. 
They have the confidence to take risks and apply 
their language skills to real world situations 
ranging from social use to professional use. 
They have a level of cultural competence that 
allows them to form deep relationships and 
experience empathy with other speakers of the 
language. Through the use of and understanding of 
the language they have learned, they better 
understand their own identities.



Building 
exceptional 
communicator
s together
Placing by proficiency, not passport. 



The Journey of Language Learning



Proficiency 
oriented program 

and performance 
towards 
proficiency



Expectation

Reality





Best fit in the learner’s journey 

All our classes are designed to meet the 
diverse needs of students at different points 
in their Chinese/Spanish language learning 
journey. 

Our pathways are not arranged in a 
hierarchy; rather, each provides an 
appropriate level of challenge based on 
students’ proficiency, and learning goals. 

Our goal is to place each student in the class 
that best supports both their immediate 
growth and long-term success in Chinese. 



WHAT'S NEW IN 2026-27

HOMEWORK GUIDELINESFULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE YCT 
TEXTBOOK IN CHINESE (CAL) - 
Language acquisition

LITERACY SUPPORT FOR CLA LITERACY INTEGRATION  FOR CAL



HOMEWORK: LITTLE AND OFTEN

• A typical week mixes authentic 

reading or listening, writing, 

vocabulary review and recorded 

speaking.

• Short, regular practice builds skills 

and confidence.

• If language homework keeps going 

over the cap, talk to the teacher first.



WL PATHWAYS AT SAS: ES SCHOOL

Chinese as an Additional Language (CAL)

Novice (Mid) Novice High 1 Novice High 2 Intermediate 1 Intermediate 3/MidIntermediate 2

Chinese Language Arts ( CLA)

Placement is based on proficiency and teacher recommendation.

Placement is based on proficiency and teacher recommendation.

Spanish

Placement is based on proficiency and teacher recommendation.

Intermediate High

CLAK CLA1 CLA2 CLA3 CLA5CLA4

Novice 1 (Mid) Novice 2 (High) Intermediate 1 Intermediate 2 Intermediate 3 (Mid)



Standardized test vs our internal grading system
STAMP (the external test)

What is it? A computer-based proficiency test that measures what a student can actually do with the 
language.

What does it measure? 4 Skills: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking.

How does it work? It is "Adaptive." If a student answers correctly, the next question or prompt gets harder. It 
finds their exact ceiling.

Who takes it? All  students

When does it happen? Chinese/Spanish/French 

TBD



Opportunities to extend the learning beyond the 
regular class time



Students celebrate 
Mid-Autumn Festival 
through hands-on cultural 
activities, craft making, and 
traditional art creation.

Mid Autumn Festival



The ES Spanish Learning Community will celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month through Colombian cumbia. Students 

will explore its history and cultural significance, learn traditional dance steps, and practice a short choreography with 

Ballet Folklórico de Colombia in Singapore.

Hispanic Heritage Month



Supporting your child



Your turn

Your questions: are we missing 
anything?



THANK YOU :)
谢谢 · Gracias · Merci

Share your feedback: https://bit.ly/4zbPJVj



Equity doesn’t mean the same path for 
every student—it means a clear, fair, 
and supported path for each learner. 

Your feedback today helps us make 
that path clearer.



 Balancing literacy & Oral Proficiency

Proficiency Standards： 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)

Curriculum Design Model： 
Understanding by Design (UbD)

Teaching Content： Supplementary and Complementary 

YCT: systematic and structured language progression

Big Apple:  stories and literacy activities to provide meaningful language experiences 
and opportunities for learners to use, revisit, and demonstrate their language skills.




