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OLENTANGY SCHOOLS LITERATURE SELECTION REVIEW FORM

LOCATION
Building(s): OSMS
Classes/Grade Level(s): ELA6 -8

ABOUT THE BOOK %

Selection Title/Author: Matilda by Roald Dahl
Genre: Fantasy

Lexile Reading Level: 840L

Total number of pages: 240

Book Summary (abbreviated, bulleted list or .Potentially Objectionable Content gist an

link to a book summary) | categories and at Jeast one example, referenced with a page or
Matilda is a sweet, exceptional young girl, but her | chapter number)

parents think she's just a nuisance. She expects
school to be different but there she has to face Violence: 4

Miss Trunchbull, a kid-hating terror of a Teacher picks up students by hair and ears: pg.
headmistress. When Matilda is attacked by the 114, 148, 153

Trunchbult she suddenly discovers she has a
remarkable power with which to fight back. It'l
take a superhuman genius to give Miss
Trunchbull what she deserves and Matilda may .
be just the one to do it! Teacher hits student on the head with a plate:

pg.133

Teacher throws a student: pg. 115

‘Book Reviews {1-2 linkis)) Note: teacher is riot responsible for broken links - :

- From Kirkus: After sorme autobiographical excursions, Dahl here retums to the sort of whimsically
-grotesque fantasy that makes grown-ups wince and' children beg for more. His heroine is five-year-old
‘Matilda, a genius whose mathematical abilities, as well as her impressive reading list (Hemingway,
Steinbeck, etc.); are totally unappreciated by her father—a dishonest used-car salesman--arid her
mother; a devotee of bingo and TV soaps. Only when the ginl enters school does she find an
understanding ally, Miss Honey, a paragon of virtue who attempts to defend her pupils against:.
unbelievably cruef ieadmistress Miss Trunchbull, who hates children in direct proportion to their youth
and tortures them accordingly. Just when things seem to be at their worst, Matilda discovers still
another gift, telekinesis; ehabling her to defeat the homible Trunchbulf and give Miss Honey,-and
‘herself, a new start. Dahl’s tightly woven plots, his ‘strict sénse of absolute justice, and his raunchy
"funny: bits” make him popular with children who also appreciate the empowermeant he grants to his
smaller, weaker protagonists. Matilda is the most simplistic of his efforts in this direction, but it does
retain the time-honored appeai, abetied by Blake's apt ilustrations. It-probably should be marked "For
“Children Only,” though. And Dahl slips badly when he says that C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien have no
"funny bits” in their books,.. - h :
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‘From School Library Journal: Gr.4-6 Dahl's latest piecs of madcap mayhem is a story filled with the
elements that his fans cravesardonic humor, the evilest of villains, the most virtuous of heroines, and
children: who eventually defeat those big bad.grown-ups: in-this book, Matilda isn't just smart, she is
“extra-ordinary. . .sensitive and brilliant," reading Great Expectations as.a four year old. Unforiunately,
‘her TV-addict parents neither recognize nor-appreciate their daughter's genius. Neglected Matilda finds
:mentors in librarian Mrs. Pheips and teacher Miss Honey, a woman as sweal as her name implies, Miss
Honey, Matilda; and other students are tormented by the child-hating headmistress Trunchbull.
Trunichbull has also cheated orphaned niece Miss Honey out of her rightful inheritance, ieaving the
teacher in-extreme poverty. Having practiced revenge techniques on her father, Matilda now applies her
‘untapped mental powers to rid the school of Trunchbull and restore Miss Honey's financlal security. If
the conclusion is a bit too rapid, the transitions between Matilda’s home and school life a bit choppy,

‘and the writing style not as even as in some of Dahl's sariler titles, young readers won't mind. Dahl has

‘written another fun and funny book with a child's perspective on an adult world. As usual, Blake's

_comical sketches.are the perfect complement to thé satirical humor. This may not be a teacher's or
_principal’s first choice as a classroom read-aloud, bit children will be waiting in line to'read it. Heide
Piehler, Shorewood Public Lib.. . Wis. -~~~ - IR
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ABOUT THE CLASS

Ratlonale for the Literature Selection {in addition to standards): {To be completed by the
teacher or team) '

Dahl's use of descriptive language and sensory details makes Matildo an excellent choice for
exploring character traits and imagery as driving forces character development and plot. The
shorter chapters, and detailed illustrations make the text appropriate for small group use and
extension lessons where students will compare the text to the film versions of the text.

The Ohio Department of Education ELA Standards {tist priority standards only and
abbreviations of the main ideas of the priority standards) Link to Ohio's EL A Standards

1. RL6.1 Cite text evidence to support text anah'rsis of what a text states explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, quoting or paraphrasing as appropriate.

2. RL.6.2 Analyze literary text development. a. Determine a theme of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details. b. Incorporate a theme and story details into an objective summary of
the text.

3. RL6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as
how the characters respond or charige as the plot moves toward a resolution.

4. RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and
“hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

ALTERNATIVE TEXTS
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What alternative texts would allow students to meet the same objectives? (1-2 texts,
title/author; Note: these texts must also have lit. reviews forms associated with their selection)

1. Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
2. Holes by Louis Sachar
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