
E-BIKES vs. E-MOTORCYCLES
WISCONSIN LAW: KNOW THE DIFFERENCE 
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E-BIKE (ELECTRIC BICYCLE)
Wis. Stat. § 340.01 (1 Sph) 

• 

0 

E-BIKE CLASSES & SPEED LIMITS 

Jb PEDAL-ASSIST ONLY 

,.. 
THROTnE-ASSIS T 
(Can operate without pedaing) 

� 
PEDAL-ASSIST ONLY 

FULLY OPERATIVE 
PEDALS 
Required 

ELECTRIC MOTOR 
750 WATTS OR LESS 
(Max) 

Motorctastsat 

20MPH 

Mot«ceas.esat 

20MPH 

Motorca.asasat 

28MPH 

T REATED AS A BICYCLE, NOT A MOTOR VEHICLE 
No license or registratioo required. 
Generaly allowed wherever traditiooal bicycles are allowed 
(roadways, b"- lanes, paths). � 

ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE 
(or High-Speed E-Bike >28 mph) 

IA 
0 

MAYNOT HAVE 
FU NCTIONAL PEDALS 
or designed primarily 
fa motor use 

MOTOR POWER 
Exceeds 750 WATTS 
or 

•
SPEED 
Can exceed 28 MPH 
on throttle alone 

HOW THEY ARE CLASSIFIED 
MOPED (Wis. Stat.§ 340.01(29m)) 
2-wheeled vehicle that is not an e-bike. 
has a power so..ce. and has a 
top speed of 30 mph or less. 

MOTORCYCLE (Wis. Stat. § 340.01 (32)) 
Any motor vehicle. other than a moped or 
motorized bicycle, with a power source 
and a top speed > 30 mph. 

TR EATED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE 
Requires license, registration. and insurance. 
Must follow motorcycle,tnoped laws 
(helmet requirements. equipment. etc.), 

SPEED 
s 30 MPH 

SPEED 
> 30 MPH

KEV DIFFERENCES AT A GLANCE 

PEDALS POWER SPEED 

• 
RlllURlll HOTREW!Am 0 750Wlm CAIi EXCf!D 

• 
MOl'ORtEASES• 

Must_.,., May nal h.,. OALESS 750WAm 2D-28MPII 
opoll!i,opedals fl.l'Ctionalp,dals Ola>O 

Whln in doubt# check Wisconsin statutes « contact your local OMV. 
So""'": -- !ht lt 300.01(15pt,J, 340.01129ml, 340.01021. l25.3315(1)(Q) and WIK"'11i" Dip- of T..,,.po,t_" 

LICENSE/ REGISTRATION 

CAN EXC1£D 
• 

NOllCOIStDR LICENSf, 
28MPH AEGISl'RATI(JI REGISTAATIOII & 

onuwOlllt RIIIIJRED IHSURAHCE 
REQURED 

WHERE YOU CAN RIDE 

• 
MtEAEBIC'ICI.ES WHEREMOTOA 
MEAllOWED WEIICLES ME 

ALLDWEO 

Wiscoosin Department 
of Transportation 
dotwi,gov 




