
Social Emotional Learning at ACE
Helping Coyotes grow academically, socially, and emotionally

Alder Creek Elementary



SEL Is Part of Every School Day

At ACE, SEL is both integrated and explicitly taught.

• Integrated throughout the day through Responsive Classroom practices and everyday 
interactions.

• Designated SEL time through Morning Meetings, Closing Circles, and Second Step lessons.

• Students practice skills such as empathy, cooperation, self-management, perseverance, 
responsibility, and belonging.
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Improves
● Attitudes about self, others, and 

school
● Prosocial classroom behavior
● Academic achievement

Reduces
● Conduct issues
● Emotional distress



Responsive Classroom

A student-centered approach connecting social-emotional learning, academics, and positive discipline.

• Builds strong classroom communities and positive relationships.

• Establishes predictable routines and clear expectations.

• Promotes student voice, responsibility, cooperation, and respectful problem-solving.

• Morning Meetings and Closing Circles help students connect, reflect, and prepare for learning.
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Second Step

FCUSD’s core social-emotional learning curriculum

• Provides age-appropriate, explicit SEL instruction.

• Topics include relationships, citizenship, growth mindset, self-management, kindness and 
empathy, responsibility, mindfulness, respect, cooperation, and perseverance.

• Lessons give students shared language and strategies they can use in the classroom, on the 
playground, and beyond school.
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Schoolwide Character & Culture

SEL extends beyond individual classroom lessons.

• ACE’s Climate & Culture Leadership Team develops monthly character-trait slides for teachers to 
share with students.

• Schoolwide expectations reinforce what it means to be an Accountable, Caring, Engaged, and Safe 
Coyote.

• A common SEL language helps students experience consistent expectations across classrooms and 
school settings.
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Listening to Student Experience

Panorama helps us understand how students experience school.

• Administered twice each year, in September and January.

• TK–2: teachers provide perception-based feedback; grades 3–5: students respond directly.

• Measures areas such as growth mindset, self-management, self-efficacy, social awareness, emotion 
regulation, and sense of belonging.

• Results help us identify strengths and areas where additional schoolwide support may have the greatest 
impact.
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From Data to Action

We use SEL data to guide continuous improvement.

• Our staff reviews Panorama results as a school site and looks for meaningful patterns.

• We examine how questions are worded and what student responses may be telling us.

• Areas such as sense of belonging or growth mindset may become a schoolwide focus.

• We then develop a goal and action plan, implement supports, and review progress after the next 
survey.
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Our Goal for Every Coyote

Students learn best when they feel safe, 
connected, capable, and valued.

Through Responsive Classroom, Second Step, schoolwide character education, and 
thoughtful use of student data, ACE intentionally supports the whole child.
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