
President’s Report – October 21, 2026 

Good evening. It’s hard to believe we are already approaching the end of October. The 

school year is moving along quickly, and it has been wonderful to see our students 

settling into their routines, engaging in their classrooms and participating in the many 

activities and events that make our school community so special. From academics to 

athletics, the arts and extracurricular activities, there is so much happening throughout 

our district, and I want to thank our teachers, staff and administrators for their continued 

dedication to making this a successful school year. 

Tonight, I would like to take a moment to recognize an important milestone for the Rye 

Neck School District - the recent approval of our bond referendum. First and foremost, I 

want to sincerely thank our community for placing its trust and confidence in our district 

and for supporting this important investment in the future of our schools. Your support 

reflects a shared commitment to providing our students with the facilities and learning 

environments they deserve. 

I also want to extend a special thank you to Superintendent Michael Burke, Assistant 

Superintendent Carolyn Mahar, Joe Ceglia, Mary Ellen Chiera and the members of our 

Facilities Committee for their tremendous time, effort and dedication throughout this 

entire process. A great deal of thoughtful planning, collaboration and hard work went into 

bringing this proposal to our community and we are incredibly grateful to everyone who 

helped make this possible. 

While we are excited about this next chapter, we also recognize that there is a great deal 

of work ahead of us. As we move through the planning and design phases and work 

toward breaking ground in 2028, we are committed to keeping our community informed, 

being transparent throughout the process and, most importantly, listening to your 

questions, concerns and feedback along the way. This is an investment in our entire 

school community and we want everyone to feel included as we move forward. 

On another note, I would like to welcome Dalia Mansell, who is joining us this evening 

as our student representative to the Board of Education. We are so pleased to continue 

providing our students with a voice at the board table.  

As we look ahead to the coming weeks, I also want to recognize the many opportunities 

our students have to connect with one another and demonstrate school spirit during the 

fall season. These moments, both inside and outside the classroom, help strengthen the 

sense of belonging and community that makes Rye Neck such a special place. 

Thank you again to our entire school community for your continued involvement, 

partnership and support. We have much to look forward to and I am excited about what 

we will accomplish together.  

Thank you - I hope you all have a safe and fun Halloween next week. 


