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Language Policy

IB mission statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable
and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful
world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the
organization works with schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international
education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage
students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also
be right.

EIS Mission Statement

The Egyptian International School (EIS) aims to contribute to making
the world a better place through education of a new generation. An
education that results in generations who are passionate about their
Egyptian identity, their mother tongue (Arabic) and who have a good
command of the English language.

EIS works towards exposing students to different cultures locally and
internationally to foster the development of research and leadership
skills. EIS helps students develop their research and leadership skills,
have a strong sense of identity and also cares about young people
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.

To fulfill this objective, the school provides its learners with high-quality
international education in a local environment, which values respect for
international as well as national cultures. EIS aims to enhance good
manners, to develop life-long learners and to guarantee the
satisfaction of the different stakeholders.
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IB Learner Profile:

Inquirer

They develop their natural
curiosity. They acquire the skills
necessary to conduct inquiry and
research and show independence
in learning. They actively enjoy
learning and this love of learning
will be sustained throughout their
lives.
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Knowledgeable

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In
so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a
broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers

They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in
more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled

They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are
open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of
view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive
difference to the lives of others and to the environment.
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Risk-takers

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought,
and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies.
They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced

They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to
achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are
able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support
their learning and personal development.

EIS Philosophy

Language is involved in all learning and is an essential vehicle for
inquiry and the construction of meaning. It provides an intellectual
framework to support conceptual development and critical thinking.

The language philosophy at EIS is driven by the school mission to
prepare students who are passionate about their Egyptian identity,
their mother tongue (Arabic) and who have a good command of the
English language. To fulfill this objective, the school provides its
learners with high-quality international education in a local
environment, which values respect for international as well as national
cultures.

Our target at EIS is to:-

Learn the language, we promote inquiry- based authentic language
learning develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing and
media literacy.

Learn about language, as students develop an understanding of how
it works;

Date of Issue: May 2025




g

pa= ’2_ ";_; i Egyptian International School (/
IS EIS - Fifth settlement Q

____________ o

Learn through language, as students interrelate the skills of Iisteniiir;g,
speaking, reading, writing and media literacy. They use it as a tool to
understand, think, and reflect.

EIS Language Profile

The students in EIS Communicate and express themselves fluently in
their mother tongue as well as a second language. They learn about
and reflect upon world cultures and events through the various media
of communication.

- Both English and Arabic are taught extensively to students as
independent language and literature courses.

-Science and Mathematics are taught in English. Ministry of Education
related subjects such as religious, social studies are taught in Arabic.

-Music, Art, PE teachers support the Arabic language as they use
Arabic as the main language in their sessions.

The school emphasizes the development of communication skills in both the
mother tongue and additional languages for both students and teachers. This
includes promoting reading, writing, listening, and speaking in a variety of
contexts and ensuring that students are equipped to communicate effectively
in both their academic work and everyday life.

The school ensures that students develop literacy skills in both Arabic, English
and French enabling them to read texts, interpret information, and write
clearly in both academic and creative contexts.

Multilingualism

A culture of language learning is foundational to our school learning
community. Language has the power to bring the learning community
closer together and overcome boundaries. It excites and invites
communication in many ways, supporting and strengthening
relationships and the building of international-mindedness. Language
learning is located in both local and global communities. Students are
able to flourish in an interconnected, mobile global community using
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technologies to communicate and sustain relationships. At the same
time, they are rooted in local communities through cultural and
linguistic knowledge and skills. IB schools are committed to
multilingualism as a means of affirming cultural identity and developing
international-mindedness. The term “multilingualism” in the PYP and
MYP refers to linguistic ability in more than one language, and
recognizes that each of a student’s languages may be developed to
different levels, and within different contexts, depending on their social
and academic experiences. In addition, multilingualism has cognitive
benefits relating to:

-attention and focus
-problem-solving thinking skills
-thinking about language.

Multilingualism is the interplay among languages within a person, with
their interactions with others and also with the learning community’s
attitudes towards languages. Becoming multilingual is a means
through which we deepen our understandings of alternative
perspectives and reach out to others. It takes into account the complex
reality of our world’s diverse sociocultural contexts. Students who are
multilingual have an improved capacity to think, talk and reflect on how
languages work.

Language of instruction

EIS School is a bilingual school where the language of instruction is English
and Arabic. The subjects taught in Arabic are Arabic, social studies, art,
design, PHE, music and religion. The subjects taught in English are English,
math and sciences. Students start learning “English” as a second language in
PYP2, and “French” in MYPI.

Arabic is the mother tongue language of all students in EIS. The national
subjects: Arabic, social studies and religion are taught in standard Arabic.
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The programme of inquiry provides an authentic context for students to
develop and use language, as it is necessary not only to learn language, but
also learn about language and through language.

The role of language to promote and provoke international-mindedness
and trans disciplinary learning:-

Language is the gate of learning. EIS School provides students with multiple,
authentic opportunities below the umbrella of trans disciplinary to use the
learner profile through the language to be aware of the world around us: to
share in the same issues that all the world is keen on.

International-mindedness is at the Center of both the culture and curriculum in
IB World Schools. At EIS, we have many events inside and outside the unit of
inquiry to provoke the international awareness in our students to know,
interact and sympathize with other cultures (International day/the water day-
Peace Day etc.....)./ Music, Art, celebrations, sports, international events and
news are tools to gain International-mindedness.

EIS enhances the value of the English language among pupils and encourages
them to use it to express themselves and reinforce the language's importance
to communicate with other cultures and to read about their traditions and
issues.

In EIS, we use the Learner Profile as an important tool to provoke and
enhance their international mindedness.

Support of the mother tongue
In EIS, Students use Arabic in studying: -

1. Standard Arabic language must be used during Arabic language classes and
religion.

2. Enhancing the value of Arabic language among students and motivating
them to use it.

3. Improving reading and writing skills through using literacy strategies.

4. Celebrating the international “special days” that give attention to the
language such as “Arabic language day” and “Mother tongue day”.

5. Providing “free reading” hours for Arabic language through within “the
units of inquiry”.
Date of Issue: May 2025 6
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6. Using modern technology available in classes to enhance Arabic languag;e:
7. Making integration between the units of inquiry and Arabic language.

8. EIS encourages students to participate in Arabic Reading Competitions and
celebrate their efforts and

achievements.

9. The school library plays a crucial role in supporting the curriculum by
regularly reviewing book shortages and proactively purchasing new resources
that align with the various and updated central ideas across different
transdisciplinary themes. This ensures that the library collection remains
current and relevant, providing students with the necessary materials to
enhance and illustrate their understanding of concepts.

In PYP
1. Using “I read Arabic” platform to enhance Arabic language skills.

2. The school provides learning support in Arabic language to scaffold
learning to students who may struggle with language barriers, or difficulties
offering extra practice or assistance with comprehension and expression in
Arabic. The Arabic support teacher helps students develop their speaking,
listening, reading, and writing skills in Arabic. This includes helping them
build vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure.

In MYP

The development in each student's level is measured individually to help
teachers to pinpoint the points of weakness for each learner and try to put
remedial plans individually and set support programs with the help of

parents. The remedial plans are designed according to the students' standards
and are presented both after school and during breaks.

Language Acquisition:

» English is the language of instruction in MYP. English is presented as
Language Acquisition. All PYP students are divided into phases
according to the diagnostic assessment. Also, new comer students are
subjected to an English admission exam.
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» No more than two phases are offered in one class. Differentiation in
worksheets and activities are considered to address the high-level
students and the students’ needs.

» Students move to the next phase according to the assessment by the end
of school year.

At MYP EIS

Language learning extends beyond individual subjects and is embedded in
interdisciplinary units, where students explore global issues through a multilingual
lens. These units promote collaboration, inquiry, and a deeper understanding of
complex real-world problems, helping students become more open-minded and
globally engaged.

v" Art and design are taught in Arabic however the terminologies taught in
English. The students have the opportunity to submit their tasks in either
Arabic or English.

v Moreover, the Personal Project, an essential culminating experience in the
MYP, offers students the opportunity to express their passions and personal
interests either in Arabic or English. This bilingual option respects students'
linguistic identities while encouraging them to communicate their ideas
effectively to a broader audience.

v" Students must study the national curriculum subjects (Arabic, Social Studies,
and Religion) in the Arabic language.

Professional development to support all teachers in their contribution to
the language development

e The school encourages the teachers to learn the active learning strategies for
teaching the languages.

e The school provides the students and teachers with many resources and
platforms to enhance the Arabic and English languages such as “I read
Arabic”.

o EIS encourages their teachers especially the language teachers to develop
their professional skills by taking different courses, attending many
webinars, and Language conferences (such as Nile TESOL).
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Language Support program:
Language Resources

- The school library provides stories, dictionaries, and books in Arabic and English
for reading and borrowing.

- Classrooms are equipped with computers and internet access for online
research.

-A computer lab allows students to read, listen, and watch digital content.
-Teachers use books, visuals, songs, music, and rhymes to enhance learning.

-Technology, Al, and translation tools (paper and digital dictionaries) support
access to different languages.

The library:

The school library has English and Arabic sections. An annual budget is allocated in
order to increase the resources in the school library. Students are expected to
read independently and to use reference resources in completing learning tasks.
The school librarian conducts ongoing awareness projects to promote reading.
The librarian meets with students to discuss reading and literature as well. We are
working on making all the resources available online for all students. The school
provides a digital library to help the students and teachers with the units of
inquiry.

- Right to Language Support: All students have the right to receive appropriate
support in developing proficiency in the school’s language(s) of instruction.

- Right to Maintain Mother Tongue: Students and staff have the right to value and
maintain their mother tongue as part of their cultural identity and personal
development.

- Right to Multilingualism: Students have the right to develop additional
languages, fostering global citizenship and intercultural understanding.

- Right to Communication: Parents and guardians have the right to receive
communication in a language they can understand, to ensure full participation in
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the school community.

- All Teachers as Language Teachers

The school recognizes that all teachers are language teachers, as language is central
to learning. Teachers support students’ language development through the language
of instruction used in their subject, explicitly teaching subject-specific vocabulary
and providing appropriate opportunities to develop communication skills in
reading, writing, speaking and listening.

-Promoting Language Equity: All members must respect linguistic diversity and
promote an inclusive environment that values all languages and cultures.

- Using Language Respectfully: All staff, students, and parents are responsible for
using respectful, inclusive, and constructive language in all school interactions.

- Supporting Language Development: Teachers are responsible for incorporating
language support strategies in all subject areas to enhance student understanding
and engagement.

- Adhering to the Language Policy: All staff, students, and parents are expected to
understand and support the implementation of the school’s language policy.

- Encouraging a Language-Rich Environment: All members should contribute to
creating a language-rich environment that fosters inquiry, communication, and
multilingual learning.

Links with other policies

® Language and Literature and Language acquisition presented at EIS is
assessed against the MYP criteria like all other subjects.

e All activities and researches done in all subjects are aligned with the
Academic Honesty policy applied at EIS

¢ EIS has SEN policy that sets rules to deal with the students of special needs
and this policy has clear relations with the language policy.

Communicating the Policy:

¢ All EIS IB policies are posted on the EIS website available for
downloading and in an easy printing format.

¢ For teachers, training sessions will be conducted along with sending by
Date of Issue: May 2025 10
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e-mail.
¢ For students, training sessions will be conducted along with sending them
the policy by e-mail.

¢ For parents, awareness sessions will be conducted sending the policy by
email.

The language Policy committee:

School principle

MYP Coordinator

Some students

All teachers

Reviewing the Policy:

This will be reviewed and updated every 3 years/ when needed by EIS
community.

Cycle of Review

Date of issue: May 2025

Last review 2026

Date of review next in 2028

Then every three years

It's recommended to read the assessment policy with the language policy
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