
Gaston County Schools 
Board of Education 
September 21, 2026 

Regular Meeting 

MINUTES 

The Gaston County Board of Education met in a regular session on Monday, September 21, 2026, at 
5:30 p.m. in the Central Office Boardroom at 943 Osceola Street, Gastonia, NC 28054. Those Board 
Members in attendance were: Chairman Josh Crisp, Vice Chairman Dot Cherry, Lee Dedmon 
(excused at 7:09), Tod Kinlaw; Robbie Lovelace, Jeff Ramsey, Janna Smith, and AM. Stephens III. 
Brent Moore was absent and excused. 

Additional attendees included: Superintendent Dr. Morgen A. Houchard, Attorney Sonya McGraw; 
Associate Superintendent Tonya Kales, Assistant Superintendents Bessie Harvey and Rebekka 
Powers, Chief Communications Officer Todd Hagans, Interim Chief Financial Officer Bryan Denton, 
Chief Technology Officer Curtis Poplin, Executive Director of Human Resources Beth Suber, and 
Board Clerk Cindy Beck 

Chairman Crisp called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. and welcomed everyone. 

Invocation 
Pastor Joe Bell of Eastside Church of the Nazarene, Gastonia, led the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Students Armani Brown-Wheeler, an 8th grader, Giovanni Clark, an 8th grader, and Jeremy Perdomo 
Morales, a 7th grader from York Chester Middle School, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Character Trait 
Students Jezyah Burris, a 2nd grader, Jayden Magee, a 4th grader, Skyla Hasell, a 5th grader, and 
Charity Hallman, a 5th grader, all from Woodhill Elementary School, reported on the Character Trait 
of Respect. 

Agenda Adoption - Action 

The Board considered Agenda Adoption - Action 

Motion to adopt the Agenda as presented was made by Mr. Lee Dedmon; seconded by Mrs. Janna 
Smith, motion carried unanimously. (8-0) 

Good News - Information 
Mr. Todd Hagans presented the Good News for September: 

Gaston County Schools' AIG Local Endorsement (GA.L.E.) 
In compliance with the North Carolina Academically and Intellectually Gifted state standards, 20 of 
our classroom teachers recently completed a year-long coursework titled "Gaston County Schools 
AIG Local Endorsement" or "GA.L.E:' to obtain credentials to work with our gifted students. 











Chairman Crisp asked the Board to consider going into Closed Session under, 
N.C.G.S. §143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel, and N.C.G.S. §143-318.11(a)(3) Consultation with Attorney.

Motion to go into Closed Session was made by Ms. Dot Cherry; seconded by Mr. A.M. Stephens 111; 
motion carried unanimously. (7-0) 

The Board went into Closed Session at 7:49 p.m. 

The Board returned to Open Session at 8:22 p.m. 

Adjournment 

All business having been conducted, a Motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Janna Smith, seconded 

by Mr. A.M. Stephens 111, and the motion carried unanimously. (7-0) 

The Board Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

s Crisp, Chairman 
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