
SEPTEMBER 28, 2026 

MINUTES OF HILLSDALE LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 BOARD OF EDUCATION  
REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026  
HILLSDALE BOARD OFFICE ENTRYWAY  

7:00 PM  

HILLSDALE LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION — September 28, 2026 The Hillsdale Local Board 
of Education Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Keith Yeater at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Hillsdale Board Office Entryway. Roll call was taken by Treasurer Lesa Deter with the 
following Board members present:  Jon Burkholder, Mark Hoffman, Steve Smith, Melinda Turk 
and Keith Yeater. 

All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS  
Mr. Yeater recognized the visitors: Mandy Atterholt, Rylan Felumlee, Jodi Long, Jody 
Raubenolt, Jacob SJennifer Seman, and Vella King 

 
The Board President opened the floor for public participation regarding agenda items. 
 
An opportunity was provided for public participation.  

           Vella King addressed the Board with three concerns. First, she questioned the  
language in Policy KKAA regarding federally recognized youth organizations 
 and the requirement for public schools to allow qualifying organizations to  
speak with students and distribute informational materials. Second, she  
questioned how patriotism, workforce readiness, and civic involvement are 
 defined and whether changes in political leadership could affect which  
organizations are permitted to participate, including concerns about potential  
political bias. Third, she asked whether the Board knows which organizations  
are recognized as eligible to participate under the law. She also raised  
concerns about the balance between state requirements and local Board  
authority over education-related decisions. 

​ ​ ​  
A.​ Falcon Spotlight 
 
​ 1.​ OSBA Business Honor Roll (2026) 

●​ Certified Angus Beef 
●​ Madsen Party Rentals 
●​ RES Auction Services 

 ​ 2.​ Student Achievement Update - Ms. Turk 
3.​ Report - Heartland Technical Education Center - Mr. Smith reported that  
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the building Grand Re-Opening is  at 5:30 p.m. The Oct 22, 2026
Department of Public Safety donated a Dodge Charger to the Criminal 
Justice program.  

4.​ Report - FFA – Jacob Schwendeman and Barrett Duncan 

●​ Mechanical Principles Class: Students were in the process 
of learning the FFA Creed. 

●​ Trap Shoot Contest in Coshocton September 12 - team 
placed 2nd 

●​ Greenhouse: Discussion of growing canna lilies and the 
fertilizer to use. 

●​ Agricultural Business Class: Students worked on public 
speaking and business terminology. 

●​ Ashland County Fair: Held September 19–26, several 
members participated  

●​ Farm Science Review - September 23rd 

 
IV.   ​ Administration Discussion Items  
 

A.   ​ ​ Catherine Trevathan-  Jody Raubenolt presented an update on the  
Food Service department’s free breakfast program, distributing a 
participation and program handout along with samples of Breakfast items 
that are normally served. 

Additionally, the Superintendent and the Board conducted its annual 
review and update of the District Wellness Plan in open session. This 
review was formally completed and recorded to satisfy state and federal 
compliance requirements, establishing the necessary documentation for 
the district's upcoming Ohio DEW One Plan grant reporting cycle. 

B.    ​ ​ Lesa Deter: Rover Pipeline Tax Appeals and Summer Tax Settlement 

The Treasurer updated the Board on Rover Pipeline’s ongoing tax appeals 
and the potential financial impact on the District. Following the Ohio 
Supreme Court’s August 2025 decision upholding the 2019 tax-year 
valuation, Rover has continued to challenge its pipeline assessments for 
subsequent years. 

The Treasurer specifically discussed Rover’s second appeal concerning 
tax year 2020, which seeks to reduce the assessment from 88% to 25% of 
true value. The Treasurer explained that this is a significant concern for 
school districts because Ohio House Bill 15 established the 25% 
assessment rate for qualifying new pipeline property and improvements 
first subject to taxation beginning in tax year 2027, while existing pipeline 
property remains subject to the 88% rate under current law. A ruling in 
Rover’s favor could have significant financial consequences if the lower 
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assessment rate were extended to existing pipeline property and 
subsequent tax years. 

The Treasurer also informed the Board that the District has not yet 
received its summer property tax settlement, normally received in August. 
The Ashland County Auditor’s Office has not established a settlement date 
due to reported software difficulties associated with implementing House 
Bill 186, which created the Inflation Cap Credit for eligible property 
taxpayers and required changes to the tax-billing process. The delay 
affects the timing of the District’s anticipated property tax receipts. 

 

 

#26-106 APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA AND ANY ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 

Moved by Smith, seconded by Hoffman to approve the consent agenda and 

additions/deletions for the regular Board of Education meeting.  

 Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 

#26-107 TREASURER’S CONSENT AGENDA 

Moved by Turk, seconded by Burkholder to approve the Treasurer Consent Agenda. 
 
A.​ Approval of the August 19, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes as 

presented. 
 
B.​ Approval of the August 2026 Financial Reports as presented. 

 
C.​ Approve the following donations: 
 

$3,000.00 - Anonymous -  to be used for Student/Staff Gift Cards - 
Deposited in 018.9804 (7-12 Principal Fund) 
 
Anonymous Donation to Food Service for student lunch accounts 
 
Granite bench from the Class of 1971 
 
$28.99 - Andy McClure - to Hillsdale Library (book/subscription) 
 

                               To FFA: 
$150.00 - DR Lawncare for the purchase of Chapter T-Shirts 
$250.00  -Heffelfinger Meats, Inc. for the purchase of Chapter T-Shirts 
$150.00 - Moser Crop Insurance, LLC - for the purchase of Chapter T-Shirts  
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$500.00 - National FFA Foundation on behalf of Darling Ingredients 
(Cleveland, Ohio) to be used to support chapter expenses (conventions, 
conferences, career development events and community outreach) 
 

 
Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 

#26-108 SUPERINTENDENT’S CONSENT AGENDA 

Moved by Burkholder, seconded by Smith, to approve the Superintendent’s 
Consent Agenda 

​ A.​ Accept the resignation of Courtney Leyshon as Accounts Payable 
Specialist, effective September 9, 2026. 

 

​ B.​  Approval to place the following on the negotiated master salary schedule 
 ​ ​  due to advanced training effective 2026-27 school year:  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ Kendal Gable - Master's +40 
​ ​ ​ Katie Gibson -  Masters 
​ ​ ​ Adrianna Summerfield - Bachelor's +10 ​   
​ ​ ​ ​   

C.​ Accept the following resignations from Supplemental Contracts:     
  
Supplemental Contracts: 
Allen Terwilliger - Assistant Musical Director effective August 31, 2026 
Jessica Murawski - Musical Drama Director effective September 8, 2026  
Nicole Blosser - Co 7 & 8 Girls’ Track effective September 14, 2026 
Rebecca Case Co 7 & 8 Girls’ Track effective September 15, 2026  

  
D.​ Approve the following Supplemental Contracts effective 2026-27  

schoolyear: 
 

Supplemental Contracts: 
Rylan Felumlee - 7 & 8 Boys’ Basketball - Classification G; Experience 0 
Tim Keib - 7 & 8 Boys’ Track - Classification G; Experience 18 
Madelynn Mitchell  - 7 & 8 Girls’ Track - Classification G; Experience 1 
Alison Todd - Grade 2 Team Leader - Classification H; Experience 0 
Bailey Stevely -  Vocal Concerts Director (K-6) - Classification I; Experience 0 
Jessica Murawski - Musical Director - Classification G; Experience 0 
Thor McDonald - Assistant Musical Director-Classification H; Experience 0 
Thor McDonald - Vocal Concerts Director (7-12) - Classification I; Experience 0 
Allison McDonald - Musical Drama Director - Classification H; Experience 0 
 

E.​ Approve the following to the classified substitute list: 
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​ Kelsi Funk 
​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​    ​   

​ F.​ Approve the following volunteers effective 2026-27: 
 
​ ​ Katharine Dunlavy 
​ ​ Cashayla Forsthoefel 
​ ​ Brian Jackson 
​ ​ Ruth Haney 
​ ​ Jennifer Lyons 
​ ​ Lindsay Miller 
 
​ G.​ Approve the following volunteers effective 2026-27: 
 
​ ​ Becky Case - Volunteer Soccer Coach 
​ ​ Brady Welch - Volunteer High School Wrestling 
 

H.​ Approve the estimate of JC Lawncare & Son, LLC for snow 
removal/salting for the 2026-27 school year.    (see attached)   

 
I.​ Approve the Auctioneer Camp (overnight trip) for FFA - October 5-7, 2026. New ​  
​ The opportunity would allow three to four students to attend the Ohio FFA event, 

where they would learn the rhythm and tools of the auctioneering trade. After  
attending, students would have the opportunity to work with local auctioneers to 
gain practical experience.  

 
J.​ Approve Darlene Schuck as K-6 Fall Fundraiser Coordinator for 2026-27 
​ school year at a rate of $300 plus benefits to be paid from the Hillsdale  

Elementary School Principal Support Fund, account 018.8903. 
 
   

Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 
 
Treasurer’s New Business 

#26-109 OHIO SCHOOLS COUNCIL COOPERATIVE 
Moved by Hoffman, seconded by Smith  to approve  a RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

PARTICIPATION IN OHIO SCHOOLS COUNCIL COOPERATIVE 
PURCHASING PROGRAMS 
 
Fiscal Year 2026–2027 

 
WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Local Schools Board of Education desires to participate in certain 
cooperative purchasing programs offered by the Ohio Schools Council, a council of 
governments organization established under the laws of the State of Ohio; and 
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WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Local Schools Board of Education has reviewed the 
Agreement and Bylaws of the Ohio Schools Council and agrees to abide by the terms and 
conditions contained therein; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hillsdale Local Schools Board of Education 
hereby authorizes its Superintendent to execute, including by initialing where required, the 
Agreement and Bylaws of the Ohio Schools Council on behalf of the District and authorizes its 
Treasurer to pay the applicable annual membership fee for Fiscal Year 2026–2027. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall remain in effect for Fiscal Year 
2026–2027 and shall authorize the District’s participation in applicable Ohio Schools Council 
cooperative purchasing programs in accordance with the Agreement and Bylaws. 
 

Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 

#26-110 META SOLUTIONS 
Moved by Burkholder, seconded by Turk to approve a RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
META 

SOLUTIONS TO ADVERTISE AND RECEIVE BIDS FOR SCHOOL BUS 
CHASSIS AND BODIES 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2026–2027 

 
WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Local Schools Board of Education desires to have the option to 
participate in the cooperative purchasing program administered by META Solutions (META) for 
the competitive procurement of school bus chassis and bodies; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District may have a need to purchase one or more school buses during Fiscal 
Year 2026–2027, but the District has not yet determined whether a school bus purchase will be 
necessary; and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hillsdale Local Schools Board of Education hereby 
authorizes META Solutions (META) to advertise and receive bids on behalf of the Hillsdale Local 
Schools Board of Education for the cooperative purchase of school bus chassis and bodies in 
accordance with the specifications established by META Solutions and the District’s applicable 
requirements. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution authorizes Hillsdale Local Schools to 
participate in the META Solutions cooperative bidding process but does not obligate the District 
to purchase any school bus, chassis, or body. The District may elect to purchase a bus or buses 
through the cooperative procurement process if a purchase is determined to be necessary and 
in the best interest of the District. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any purchase resulting from this cooperative 
procurement shall be subject to Board approval, applicable Ohio law, available 
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appropriations, and the District’s purchasing policies and procedures. 
 

Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 

#26-111 RECOGNIZING OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Turk to approve the following Resolution:    

  
Recognizing Outside Organizations 

 
​ ​ WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Local School District Board of Education values the 
 ​ ​ involvement and contributions of community organizations that provide support 
 ​ ​ to our students, staff and programs; and 
 
​ ​ WHEREAS, these organizations play a vital role in enhancing the educational, 

extracurricular, and community experiences of Hillsdale students; and 
 

​ ​ WHEREAS, the Board wishes to formally recognize the following organizations 
for their ongoing commitment and partnership with the District in accordance with 
Board Policy KMA - Relations with Support Organizations: 
 

●​ Hillsdale Athletic Boosters 
●​ Hillsdale Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
●​ Hillsdale FFA Alumni 
●​ Hillsdale Performing Arts Booster Club 

​ ​  
​ ​ WHEREAS, the Board also wishes to extend coverage under the Board of 
 ​ ​ Education’s liability insurance to the above-named organizations during the 

2026-27 insurance policy year. 
​ ​  
​ ​ NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hillsdale Local School District 
 ​ ​ Board of Education does hereby recognize the above-named organizations as 
 ​ ​ official outside support organizations of the district, and expresses its gratitude 

for their dedication, service, and positive impact on the students and community 
of Hillsdale. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above-named organizations are 
recognized as Support Groups of the School District for liability insurance and 
other purposes, and the Board hereby directs the Treasurer to send a signed copy of this 
Resolution to the Board’s insurance company. 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above-named organizations are hereby 
approved to receive general liability coverage under the Board of Education's 
liability insurance policy for the 2026-27 insurance policy year, for which they will 
each reimburse the Board for the cost of such insurance upon written notification from 
the Treasurer.   
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as a condition of remaining a recognized 
Support Organization, the above-named organizations shall comply with applicable 
Board policies and accompanying regulations. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is hereby found and determined that all 
formal action of the Board of Education concerning and/or relating to the 
adoption of the Resolution was taken in an open meeting of this Board and that 
all deliberations of this Board and any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal action were in meetings open to the public and in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 

Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 
Superintendent’s New Business 

 

#26-112 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
Moved by Turk, seconded by Burkholder to approve a Memorandum of Understanding  

between the Hillsdale Local School District Board of Education and the 
Hillsdale Education Association for the purpose of establishing a Grade 7-12 
Advisory Facilitator supplemental position for the 2026-27 school year only to 
support the district’s advisory program and provide consistent, 
meaningful advisory lessons for students in grades 7-12 and shall be 
placed under Classification J of the HEA negotiated agreement. 
 

Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 

#26-113 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
Moved by Turk, seconded by Hoffman to approve  a Memorandum of Understanding 

 between the Hillsdale Local School District Board of Education and the 
 Hillsdale Education Association to establish a supplemental position for a 
 Fine Arts Festival Coordinator starting the 2026-27 school year.  This 
 supplemental position shall be placed under Classification J of the HEA 
 negotiated agreement.​  
 

Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 

#26-114 SUPPLEMENTAL CONTRACTS 
 
Moved by Burkholder, seconded by Smith to approve  the following to supplemental 
contracts effective 2026-27 school year: 
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Thor McDonald   - Fine Arts Festival Coordinator - Classification J; Experience 0   
Jessica Murawski - Gr. 7-12 Advisory Facilitator - Classification J; Experience 0          

 
Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 

#26-115 POLICIES 
 
Moved by Hoffman, seconded by Burkholder to approve a first reading of the following 
policies: 
BBE, DJF-R(1), DLC-R(1), DN, EBBA, EEACC, EFF, EHA, IGD, IGDJ, JECB, JECBB, 
JECBD, JF, JFC, JFCF, JFCK, JHCA, JP, and KKAA.   
 
 
Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 

 

#26-116 DOCK DAY PROCEDURES 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Hoffman to approve  the “Dock Day” Procedures. 
 
Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 

 

#26-117 BAND INSTRUMENTS 
 
Moved by Turk, seconded by Hoffman to approve  a quote from Mike’s Music for the 
purchase of various new band instruments at a cost of $33,348.07. To be paid out of 
Permanent Improvement Fund (003) 
 
Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 

 
Public Participation for Non-Agenda Items 

If you wish to address the Board on a non-agenda item, please state your name before 
speaking. Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker, with a total of 30 minutes allotted 
for public participation on non-agenda items.  Please note that the Board may not be able to 
respond to comments or concerns at this time, as some matters may require additional review 
or research.  Is there any public participation related to non-agenda items at this time? 

Vella King expressed concerns regarding the freezer, which had been out of service for 
an extended period, and the time clock, which was not functioning properly during 
football games. She also asked whether plans were being considered to improve 
security for the band trailer in preparation for the band’s upcoming trip to Disney World, 
referencing an incident involving Ashland’s band trailer. The Board acknowledged her 
concerns and indicated they would look into the matters raised. 
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Discussion/Information Items  

Mark Hoffman asked for an update on the status of the netting for the baseball/softball 
complex. He mentioned a potential contact, Marty Kaufman of Tennessee, who has 
experience as a construction manager for athletic facilities and may be able to provide 
assistance. Mark will provide his contact information for possible follow-up. 

#26-118 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Hoffman to go into Executive Session at 8:12 P.M. for the 
purpose to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, 
demotion or compensation of a public employee or official and matters required to be 
kept confidential by federal law, federal rules or state statutes (ORC 121.22). There will 
be no action following Executive Session.      

  
 

Burkholder, Aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye. Motion passes 5-0. 
 
 
#26-119  REGULAR SESSION 

Moved by Hoffman, seconded by Smith, to resume Regular Board Meeting at 9:14 P.M. 
 
 
Burkholder, Aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye. Motion passes 5-0. 
 
 
#26-120 ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Smith, seconded by Turk to adjourn the Board meeting at 9:14 P.M. 
 
Burkholder, aye; Hoffman, aye; Smith, aye; Turk, aye; Yeater, aye;. Motion passes 5-0. 
 
 
 
_________________________​ ​ ​  ________________________ 
BOARD PRESIDENT​ ​ ​ ​  TREASURER 

 


