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Spencerville Local Schools 
Continuing to Exceed Expectations 

At Spencerville Local Schools, we take great pride in our longstanding tradition of academic 
excellence and our commitment to providing outstanding educational opportunities for every 
student. Year after year, our students and staff continue to demonstrate what can be accomplished 
through hard work, dedication, and strong community support. As we reflect on another successful 
school year, we have much to celebrate and remain focused on building an even brighter future for 
our Bearcats. 
 

This year's Ohio School Report Card once again confirms the quality of education being provided 
throughout Spencerville Local Schools. Our district earned 4 out of 5 stars, a rating that means 
Spencerville exceeds state standards. While this represents a slight decrease from our 4.5-star 
ratings of the past three years, it is important to recognize that four stars means our district continues 
to exceed the expectations established by the State of Ohio. 
 

One of our greatest accomplishments continues to be the outstanding performance of Spencerville 
Elementary School, which earned a perfect 5-star rating once again. Our elementary students 
and staff have established a remarkable tradition of excellence, providing a strong academic 
foundation for our youngest Bearcats. Spencerville Middle School earned 4 stars, exceeding state 
standards, while Spencerville High School met state standards with 3.5 stars. 
 
Beyond the overall ratings, several areas deserve special recognition. Perhaps most impressive is our 
100% graduation rate, with every student in the measured graduating cohort earning a diploma 
within four years. Our district earned 5 stars in Graduation, significantly exceeding state standards. 
Another tremendous accomplishment is our 5-star rating in Gap Closing, which measures how 
effectively schools are meeting the needs of different groups of students. This rating demonstrates 
our commitment to ensuring every student has the support and opportunities needed to succeed. 

(Continued on page 2.) 
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Our district also earned 4 stars in Achievement, another indication 
of the strong academic performance of our students. While we are 
proud of these results, we recognize opportunities for improvement. 
One factor contributing to this year's decline was a decrease in the high 
school's College, Career, Workforce and Military Readiness rating 
from 5 stars to 3 stars. Importantly, this measure is based on the 
previous year's graduating class, meaning this year's rating reflects the 
Class of 2025. The good news is that we have already reviewed the 
data for the Class of 2026 and anticipate an improvement to 4 
stars on next year's report card. We remain focused on strengthening 
academic growth, early literacy, and college and career readiness as 
we work toward our goal of five stars districtwide. 
 

Looking ahead, our focus remains rooted in our district's purpose: to ensure all Spencerville 
students are prepared for life-long success. That means developing strong academic skills, 
confident technology skills, healthy social-emotional skills, and ensuring students are truly 
career-ready. Whether students choose college, technical training, military service, or the 
workforce, we want every Bearcat prepared for success beyond graduation. 
 

Of course, excellence doesn't happen by chance. It takes an entire community working together. 
Our teachers, aides, counselors, drivers, food service teams, custodians, coaches, 
administrators, and office staff dedicate themselves to our students every day. Our families 
support learning at home, volunteer their time, and remain actively involved in our schools. And 
our students demonstrate the hard work, kindness, and determination that make Bearcat Country 
special. 
 

We're also proud of our commitment to responsible financial stewardship and safe, modern 
learning environments. Recent investments in our facilities, technology, and educational 
resources provide students with outstanding opportunities. As we navigate the growing financial 
challenges facing public education, we remain committed to making responsible decisions, 
maximizing our resources, and preserving the outstanding educational opportunities our students 
and community deserve. 
 

Our accomplishments reflect much more than ratings and statistics. They represent the dedication 
of our students, the commitment of our staff, and the unwavering support of a community that 
believes in the importance of education. While we celebrate our successes, we remain focused on 
continuous improvement and ensuring that every Bearcat has the opportunity to reach their full 
potential. 
 

Thank you for supporting Spencerville Local Schools. Together, we're building bright futures—right 
here in Spencerville. Our tradition of excellence continues! 
 

#ProudToBeABearcat 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Woods 
Superintendent,  
Spencerville Local Schools 
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View all the data for our 2025-2026 district report cards at the following link: 
https://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/district/045807 

REQUIRED ANNUAL NOTICES: 
As the list of required annual 

noƟces we are required to 
provide our parents and 

community grows, we have 
decided to make them available 

year-round on our school 
website. 

This feature will allow us to add 
and update noƟces as needed to 

provide you with the most 
accurate and current informaƟon. 

Visit: 
www.SpencervilleBearcats.com, 
click on the District Menu and 

select Annual NoƟces. 
If you have any quesƟons, please 

call (419) 647-4111 x3201. 
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RENEWAL 
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Spencerville High School Building Report 

Narrative: The employees of Spencerville High School made one 
commitment, to provide each student with an opportunity to receive 
an education that not only meets his/her current needs but also 
their needs in years to come. This is accomplished through a wide 
variety of educational opportunities, a caring and qualified staff, an 
energetic and thorough maintenance crew, and a supportive 
administration. 

School Day: School begins at 7:45 am and ends at 2:45 pm. School 
was to be in session one hundred seventy-five (175) days. School 
was not in session nine (9) days due to inclement weather. 

Attendance: There were three hundred twenty-eight (328) students enrolled in 
Spencerville High School for the 2025-2026 school year. Sixty-seven (67) students 
attended Apollo Career Center. 

The Curriculum: Credits offered in the following areas: agriculture (8), art (6), business 
education (5), computer (3), English/Language Arts/Speech (9.5), foreign language 
[Spanish] (4), health/PE (1.75), mathematics (9), music (3), science (6), social studies (7), 
work and family life (5) 

College Credit Plus Curriculum offered at Spencerville: Accounting I & II, Computer 
Applications I, Advanced English III, Advanced English IV, Personal Finance, and 
American Government, American History, Speech 

Advanced Curriculum: Chemistry, Physics, Anatomy and Physiology, Calculus, Advanced 
Senior English, Advanced Junior English, Advanced Sophomore English, Advanced 
Freshman English 

Fine Arts Curriculum: Art I, II, III, IV, V; Instrumental Music/Band; Vocal Music/Choir; 
Music Theory; Speech; Photography, Technical Drawing, Yearbook 

Extra/Co-Curricular & Clubs: The high school offered a wide variety of extra-curricular 
programs and activities including football, golf, cheerleading, volleyball, cross-country, 
soccer, basketball, wrestling, track, softball, and baseball. Clubs included SADD, FCCLA, 
FFA, FCA, Art, Scholastic Team, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Marching Band, Symphonic 
Band, Choir, Varsity Singers, All-School Musical, Flag Corps, National Honor Society, 
Science Olympiad, Student Council, Spanish, and Yearbook. 

Special Services: The high school is assisted by a school psychologist, speech therapist, 
and county special education supervisor. 

Credits Required for Graduation: 

21.5 (4 English, 4 Math, 3 Science, 3 Social Studies, ½ Health, ½ PE, ½ Financial Literacy, 1 
Fine Arts, 5 Electives) 



 9 

The Grading Scale: 

A 94 - 100 B+ 87 - 89 C+ 77 - 79 D+ 67 - 69 F 0 - 59 

A- 90 - 93 B 83 - 86 C 73 - 76 D 63 - 66 

B- 80 - 82 C-70 - 72 D- 60 - 62 

GPA: Calculated at the conclusion of each semester 

Class Rank: Based on total GPA - total grade points divided by total credits attempted. (Does not 
include Spencerville Digital Academy students or classes) 

Honor Roll: Merit 3.6 - 4.00, Regular 3.00 - 3.59 

Testing: PLAN (optional for sophomores), PSAT (optional for sophomores and juniors), ACT (all 
juniors will take in 2026), End of Course Exams: English II, Algebra I, Geometry, Biology, 
American History, Government 

End of Course Testing Results 2026: 

English II – 77 tested with 68% proficient or higher; State Average 60% 

Algebra I – 83 tested with 75% proficient or higher; State Average 57% 

Geometry – 91 tested with 63% proficient or higher; State Average 45% 

Biology – 89 tested with 74% proficient or higher; State Average 66% 

American History – 75 tested with 80% proficient or higher; State Average 72% 

American Government – 72 tested with 72% proficient or higher; State Average 71% 

*ACT 2025-2026 Average: 19.8 Composite (includes all juniors) 

Graduates: Post-Secondary Plans: 2-yr institution 16% 

[2026 graduates] 4-yr institution 36% 

Military 2% 

Employment 40% 

Other/Unknown 6% 

Student Data 2025-2026: 

    Male Female Total  Apollo - only  Male  Female     Total 

9th Grade    42  38  80 

10th Grade    37  32  69   10th Grade   2       0   2 

11th Grade    37  43  80   11th Grade   23      14   37 

12th Grade    39  50  89   12th Grade   18      10   28 

    155  163  318      43       24   67 

Mr. Scott Gephart 
High School Principal 
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Middle School Student Council 
Spencerville Middle School Annual Building Report 

Narrative 

Regular attendance and strong work ethic are essential if students are to 
meet with the desired success level in school.  Middle school students need, 
and in most cases prefer, defined expectations for regular attendance, 
discipline, and school work.  Teachers and parents need to make a 
concerted effort to encourage pupils to be in attendance each day with their 
work completed and with a sincere interest in learning. 

The Spencerville Middle School has a clearly defined discipline policy that 
promotes a strong learning environment as well as teachers who insist that 
students complete reasonable assignments.  A clean, orderly environment with a sense of purpose is 
evident in our building.  It is a place where all students are expected to learn. 

Some Accomplishments of Middle School 

1.  Academic Success – over 60% of students in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 make the yearly merit or regular 
honor roll. 

2.  There were nine eighth grade students who were honored for academic excellence by receiving 
the President’s Education Award.  The award requires students to maintain a 3.6 or better GPA 
throughout Middle School. This special award is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education and 
is signed by the President.  Students receiving this award were Eden Bowersock, Kiya Fleck, Julia Kidd, 
Evan Litsey, Isabella Martello, Leah Moeller, Ethan Schwartz, August Smith, Lena Whetstone. 

3.  Some of the ways middle school students were being rewarded for academic achievement and/or 
good citizenship – Students of the Month, Rewards for Honor Roll Students, and Positive Progress 
Reports to Students. 
 

The Grading Scale:  

Letter Grade/Percentage 

A  94 – 100    A-  90-93      

B+ 87-89         B  83-86        B-  80-82 

C+  77-79         C  73-76        C-  70-72 

D+  67-69         D  63-66        D- 60-62 

F  0-59 
 

Honor Roll: Merit 3.6 - 4.00, Regular 3.00 - 3.59 
 

Staff Data – Middle School (Grades 5-8) 2025-2026      

1. 1 full-time Administrator                             
2. 1 full-time Secretary                                 
3. 1 Guidance Counselor    
4. 1 Social Worker   
4. 2 Teacher Aides             
5. 20 full- time academic and special education personnel         

Female     13 
Male           7 
Average years of experience, 22 years  
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Student Data- 2025-2026 

Grade  Male  Female Total 

5th  33  24  57 

6th  36  40  76 

7th  35  35  70 

8th  39  41  80 

             143             140             283 

 

 

Curriculum and Testing 

Greater emphasis has been placed on improving growth for all students, specifically gifted and low 
performing students.    Solving story problems and using manipulations are strategies being used by 
teachers to enhance students' reasoning skills. Providing support to help ensure students’ access to their 
grade level curriculum.   A select group of students take Algebra in the eighth grade and perhaps will 
subsequently have more opportunity for advanced math in high school. 

 

Competency-based education tests are a state requirement for grades 5, 6, 7, 8 and are used as a tool for 
parents, teachers, and students to identify strengths and weaknesses of performance in the areas of 
reading, math, and science and social studies.  We have state achievement tests in the following areas: 5th 
grade – reading, math, and science; 6th grade – reading and math; 7th grade – reading and math; 8th grade 
– reading, math, and science. For further information, the link for the Ohio Department of Education is 
listed below. 

 https://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/school/overview/061960 

 

 

John Zerbe 

Middle School Principal 
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Bearcat Athletics: Finishing Strong and Looking Ahead! 

Greg Ekis, Athletic Director 

As we approach the end of the fall sports season, there is a lot to be 
proud of here at Spencerville! Our student-athletes and coaches have 
put in countless hours of hard work, dedication, and preparation to 
represent our school and community. It has been exciting to watch 
our teams compete, improve, and represent what it means to be a 
Bearcat. 

With tournament time upon us, we want to wish all of our fall athletes and coaches the 
best of luck as they finish their seasons. This is the time of year when all that hard work 
pays off, and we look forward to seeing our teams compete and hopefully make some 
great tournament runs! 

Fall Tournament and Season Information 

· Girls Soccer: October 21 – HOME vs. Delphos at 5:30 PM 

· Boys Soccer: October 22 – AT Ottoville at 5:00 PM 

· Volleyball: October 22 – vs. Marion Local at St. Henry at 7:30 PM 

· Football: October 22 – Final regular-season game AT Delphos Jefferson 

We encourage everyone to get out and support our Bearcats as they finish their 
seasons. There is nothing better than seeing our community come together to support 
our student-athletes. To all our fall athletes, keep working hard, keep competing, and 
keep winning and moving on! We are proud of you! 

Winter Sports Are Right Around the Corner! 

As our fall sports wrap up, we are already looking forward to another exciting winter 
season. Our coaches and athletes are preparing to get back to work, and we cannot 
wait to see what this winter brings. 

Winter Sports Start Dates: 

· Girls Basketball – October 30 

· Bowling – October 30 

· Boys Basketball – November 6 

· Boys and Girls Wrestling – November 13 

We are excited about the opportunities ahead for all of our winter programs. Whether 
it is on the basketball court, wrestling mat, or bowling lanes, we look forward to 
watching our athletes compete and continue building on the pride and tradition of 
Spencerville Athletics. 
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We Need Your Help! 

One of the things that makes Spencerville special is the support we receive from our 
community. As we prepare for basketball season, we are looking for volunteers to 
help make our home games run smoothly. We need individuals willing to help with 
game clocks, scoreboards, announcing, and playing music during games. 

You do not need to be an expert! We can help you learn, and even volunteering for a 
few games would make a tremendous difference. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact the Athletic Department. 

Thank You, Bearcat Nation! 

I want to personally thank our athletes, coaches, parents, staff, volunteers, and 
community members for their continued support of Spencerville Athletics. 

We have a lot to be proud of at Spencerville. Let's finish the fall strong, carry that 
momentum into the winter, and continue building something special together. 

 

Join us for a Night at the 
Races at The Booster Bash 

on Sat, Oct 24th at the VFW ! 
 

To purchase tickets or to 
donate (baskets, gift cards, 

monetary, etc), please contact 
our AD, Greg Ekis or any 
Booster Board member - 
Shawn McPheron, Brooke 

McMichael, Gina Sensabaugh, 
or Chasidy Bell! 

Tickets are also being sold at 
The Hair Chair by Alisha 

McMichael! 
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Spencerville Elementary Building 
Annual Progress Report from the 2025-2026 school year 
I. Narrative 
The purpose of education at Spencerville Elementary is to provide 
students with competent continuous instruction, sequential learning 
activities, and personal guidance whereby each child may develop to the 
maximum of his/her ability. 
 

Students should be given opportunities to develop a sense of social and 
civic responsibility. The emotional maturity of the student may be 
improved by self-discipline, a sense of belonging, and by finding 
satisfaction in his/her development. 
In elementary education there is the permanent responsibility to help students explore their 
abilities and interests in order for them to discover and develop their goals, purposes, and 
direction in life. 
 

The goal of education in the elementary grades of the Spencerville schools is to assist children in 
mastering the basic tools of learning. These tools, including reading, language arts, math, 
science, and social studies, are needed to help students become clear thinking individuals 
capable of solving everyday problems. The years of elementary education are also designed to 
provide opportunities for each child to develop mentally, physically, and socially. Strong efforts 
are also made to encourage each child to respect law and order, to respect the rights, opinions, 
and property of others, and to practice tolerance and self-control. The teachers work hard to 
teach a knowledge of, and appreciation for, the people of other lands, a loyalty to America and 
the American way of life. 
 

We are very fortunate at our elementary school to have an outstanding Parent-Teacher 
Organization. The Parent-Teacher Organization has purchased many items for our school over the 
years, as well as fund our field trips. 
Parents are welcome and encouraged to visit our schools and to become an active part of our 
volunteers and Parent-Teacher Organization. 
 
II. Staff Data: 
In 2025-2026 the elementary school (K-4) had: 
1. 21 full-time equivalent classroom personnel and special education personnel and a pupil/
teacher ratio of 18 to 1 
2. 2 full-time equivalent other personnel (Title One) 
3. 1 full-time equivalent administrative personnel 
4. 1 Guidance Counselor 
5. 1 full-time equivalent paid aid (Playground Supervisor) 
6. 1 part-time instructional aide. 
7. 1 part-time TESOL instructor. 
8. 4 part-time elective teachers (PE, Music, Art and Technology) 
9. 5 part-time equivalent volunteers 
10. Average teaching experience, 16.25 years. 
Homeroom teachers: 
4 personnel with five years training (Bachelors +) 
21 personnel with Masters Degree 
11. 100% of teaching staff was Caucasian. 
12. 80% of the teachers were women. 
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III. Pupil Data: 
1.  Grade  Boys   Girls   Total 
   Kdg     38     26      64 
   1     32     25     57 
   2     49     25     74 
   3     40     40     80 
   4     35     32     67 
    186    146    342 
2. 161 (47%) of total enrollment received free or reduced-price lunches. 
 
IV. Standardized Test Data: 
 
The Readiness Assessment was given to kindergarten students as required by the state. Grades K
-4 were administered diagnostic tests for reading and math. Grades 3 and 4 students were given 
Ohio State assessments for both reading and math. 
 
All students in grades K-3 who were determined not “on track” were put on a Reading 
Improvement and Monitoring Plan, which included parental input, and were progress monitored. 
Progress monitoring is done to help to ensure that students are making adequate gains toward 
grade level expectations. On track means that students were reading at or close to grade level. 
 
Students in grade 2 were also given Cognitive Abilities Test in the fall. All students are given the 
iReady benchmark assessment. These tests determine a basic level of aptitude and ability in 
Science, Math, English Language Arts, and Social Studies. These tests also help identify students 
who are gifted and may need additional services. 
 
Spencerville Elementary held a parent night in March that enabled parents and students to learn 
more about the canal. There were several stations available, including relics to see form the local 
museum, lock stations to see how the water levels changed to get the canal boats through and a 
simulation to learn how difficult it could be to navigate the boats. Our FFA students presented a 
station so students could learn about the animals and fish that live in the canal. We even had 
students design the infamous canalligator! 
 
Spencerville Elementary received an overall rating of 5 stars.  
 
Explanations and details for the grade card can be found at https://
reportcard.education.ohio.gov/school/overview/035337.  
This is an interactive site on Ohio Department of Education’s web page. 
 
 
Susan Wagner, Principal 
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Front Row (L to R):  Pam Smith, Karen Shafer, Pat Warnecke, Georgia McMichael, Teresa Savidge, 
Judy Coil, Georgia Keller, Marie Herman 

Second Row (L to R):  Diane Binkley, LuAnn Youngpeter, Paula Bice, Diane Eutsler, Verna Howell, 
Deb Kill, Karen Schwark, Denise Lyle, Cindy Rammel, Linda Yahl, Ted Savidge 

Superintendent Brian Woods welcomed our retired staff back this month for our 
54th annual Retiree Breakfast on Wednesday, September 30th.  The delicious 
breakfast was prepared by Miss Purdy and the FCCLA. 

If you are a retired staff member of Spencerville Local Schools and you did not 
receive an invitation this year, please contact Kim Ekis at (419) 647-4111 x3201 or 
ekisk@svbearcats.org to be sure you are first on the list for next year!  Thank you! 
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SPENCERVILLE CHRISTMAS VILLAGE 

December 4–5, 2026 | Spencerville, Ohio  

Get ready for a weekend full of Christmas magic, family fun, and small-town holiday spirit! Join us 
for the Spencerville Christmas Village, a beloved community tradition filled with festive activities, 

holiday entertainment, and memories for the whole family. 

 Friday, December 4th at 6:00 PM: Kick off the festivities with our Christmas Parade and 
Village Tree Lighting! Come downtown, enjoy the holiday sights and sounds, and help us light 

up Spencerville for the Christmas season. 

Saturday, December 5th from 3:00–7:00 PM: The Christmas Village returns with something for 
everyone! Enjoy our craft show, cookie walk, ice skating rink, bounce houses, pony rides, 
barrel cart rides, Santa’s Workshop, letters to Santa, and a chance to meet Santa himself! 

There will also be food trucks, prizes, and so much more Christmas magic waiting around every 
corner. Best of all, the Christmas Village is a FREE community event! Bring the whole family, 

invite your friends, and spend the weekend celebrating the most wonderful time of the year right 
here in Spencerville.  

Want to get involved? We welcome community participation, volunteers, and those interested in 
being part of the festivities. Follow Spencerville Christmas Village on Facebook for event 
updates, participation opportunities, and more details as the big weekend approaches.  

The Spencerville Christmas Village Committee — Kelly Wellman, Deb Graves, Denise Lyle, Julie 
Layman, and Kylie Lotz — we all look forward to celebrating with you!  
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Mark Your Calendars: 
Spencerville Senior Citizen’s Breakfasts 

 
Holiday - Thursday, December 3rd, 2026 

Wax Museum - Friday, May 7th, 2027 
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Congratulations to our 2026 
Homecoming Court and 

our new  
Queen Grace Fledderjohann 

and King Landon Kahle! 


