
Preclusion Request 
ACCESS Suite of Assessments
Domain preclusion and Less Than 4 Domain Scoring 

C O L O R A D O  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N
A s s e s s m e n t  D i v i s i o n



The ACCESS Suite of Assessments include:

WIDA ACCESS
• Online
• Paper* 

ACCESS for Kindergarten

Alternate ACCESS

Throughout this presentation when referring to all English language proficiency assessments they 
will be referred to as “ACCESS”.

*including accommodated forms (e.g. large print and braille) 



Assessing Multilingual Learners Under the ESEA

ESEA requirement  Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), the US Department 

of Education states that all English learners must be annually assessed for English proficiency (Sec. 

1111(b)(2)(G)).

Disability exception  If an “English learner has a disability that precludes assessment of the student 

in one or more domains of the English language proficiency (ELP) assessment such that there are no 

appropriate accommodations for the affected domain(s), a State must assess the student’s English 

proficiency based on the remaining domains in which it is possible to assess the student.”

34 CFR § 200.6(h)(4)
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Who Are These Students?

1
Identified Multilingual learners who have a disability that precludes their participation in one or more domain on an ACCESS 

assessment. 

2
No appropriate accommodations exist that would allow these students to meaningfully participate on a given domain.

3
The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, have 

established a need for a domain exemption.

4
A very small number of students statewide.
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Examples of Students

Blind

A student who is blind may be exempt from visually 

dependent domains. 

Deaf

A student who is deaf may be eligible for preclusion on 

the Speaking and Listening domains. 

Common thread

Each student has a documented disability that makes a 

domain, even with accommodations, impossible to 

assess;  not just difficult.
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What Evidence Should Be Kept on File?
RECOMMEND ED  D OCUMENTATION FOR P RECLUSION REQUESTS
R e q u e s t s  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  a n n u a l l y

Standardized or curriculum-based assessments used to 

monitor progress towards IEP goals relevant to developing 

English language proficiency

Classroom observations of students’ language use

Student work samples or portfolios

Teacher input on students’ English language development 

progress

Family input on students’ language development and use at 

home

Data related to how the student was initially identified as an 

ML

Review of ELD services across multiple years to ensure receipt 

of adequate English language development support for an 

extended period of time
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Less Than 4 Domain Scoring

The baseline  All four domains — listening, speaking, reading, and writing — must be completed to calculate an Overall 

Composite Proficiency Level (OCPL).

The workaround  With Less Than 4 Domain (LT4D) scoring, CDE will calculate an OCPL for approved students.

A N  O C P L  S U P P O R T S

Showing growth year to year

Demonstrating possible growth 

from year to year.

Counting toward ML Progress

Included in the calculation for ML 

Progress in accountability. 

Redesignating from ML services

Students can redesignate from 

NEP/LEP  status when scores 

support it.
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Examples of Less Than 4 Domain Scoring 
Example 1 — precluded from Speaking 

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall

Scale Score 334 X 382 354 362

Redistributed Weights 18% X 41% 41%

Proficiency Level 4.1 X 6 4.1 4.7

Example 2 — precluded from Reading

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall

Scale Score 334 326 X 354 343

Redistributed Weights 23% 23% X 54%

Proficiency Level 4.1 3.8 X 4.1 4.0

When a domain is excluded, its weight is redistributed across the remaining domains before the 
Overall Composite Proficiency Level is calculated.
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Process to Request Preclusion

From request to results — the annual preclusion timeline

1 Oct 1 – Dec 1Complete and submit the preclusion request form

•  Submit to CDE via Syncplicity

2 Nov 1 – Dec 15CDE responds to district requests

3 Jan/FebAdminister ACCESS

4 MarchCDE calculates OCPL for approved students

5 AprilDistrict receives scores with OCPL in results file
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•  Internal review team processes and review requests. Responses are sent to DACs through Syncplicity.

•  School-Test Administrator administers access during state defined test window



Student Example A

My student is reading far below grade level. She is just starting to identify letters in English. Can I exempt her 

from the reading domain with qualification for Less Than 4 Domain scoring?

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption based on data.

Is this student eligible for preclusion?
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Student Example A

My student is reading far below grade level. She is just starting to identify letters in English. Can I exempt her 

from the reading domain with qualification for Less Than 4 Domain scoring?

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption

A student reading below grade level is still a reader. Based on the information provided, the student is not eligible for 

domain preclusion.
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No

Unknown



Student Example B

One of our students is deaf. His IEP outlines that he speaks and speech-reads. Can we exempt him from the 

Listening domain with qualification for Less Than 4 Domain scoring?

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption

Is this student eligible for preclusion?

ACCESS; Preclusion & Less than 4 Domain Scoring 10



Student Example B

One of our students is deaf. His IEP outlines that he speaks and speech-reads. Can we exempt him from the 

Listening domain with qualification for Less Than 4 Domain scoring?

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption

This student is not eligible for preclusion. The student can access the auditory portions of the assessment with the Human 

Reader Script accommodation. 
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Yes

No



Student Example C

One of our students has an ocular degenerative disease and they lost their vision really quickly. Even though they 

have and IEP and are working with our VI specialist, the student does not know braille yet. Can we excuse the 

student from the test?  

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption

Is this student eligible for preclusion?
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Student Example C

One of our students has an ocular degenerative disease and they lost their vision really quickly. Even though they 

have and IEP and are working with our VI specialist, the student does not know braille yet. Can we excuse them 

from the test?  

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption

This student is eligible for preclusion on the Reading domain. The student can access the Listening and Speaking domains 

with visual description and the Writing domain with human reader and scribe accommodations. 
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Yes

This request is for all domains; accommodations can allow the student to engage with some domains.



Student Example D

A student in my class is deaf. She uses ASL only and does not speech-read. Can we exempt her from the Listening 
domain with qualification for Less Than 4 Domain scoring?

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption

Is this student eligible for preclusion?
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Student Example D

A student in my class is deaf. She uses ASL only and does not speech-read. Can we exempt her from the Listening domain with 

qualification for Less Than 4 Domain scoring?

REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR PRECLUSION

The student has a documented disability (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s).

Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with or access (precluded from) the domain.

The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting the student’s English language development, 

have established a need for a domain exemption
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Yes

Yes

This student is eligible for preclusion of the Listening and Speaking domains. 



Colorado Accommodation Resources

1
Colorado Accommodations Crosswalk

2
CDE State Assessment Accessibility and Accommodations Training

(Recording and Slide Deck Available) 
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https://ed.cde.state.co.us/assessment/dac/training-accommodations


WIDA Accessibility and Accommodation Resources

1
Accessibility and Accommodations Manual 2026–2027 2

2

ACCESS Test Practice and Sample Items

Try out accommodations. 
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https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/practice


Preclusion Form for Students who are Hearing Impaired/Deaf, Including Deaf Blindness

Preclusion Form for Students who have Vision Impairment/Blindness, Including Deaf Blindness

DACs need to email CDE Assessment to request the submission spreadsheet. 

Preclusion Request Forms
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:b4ba63de-e432-4253-8370-0be10a9d51d8
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:f8d070a8-e093-4b0c-b816-47185d2f952e
mailto:villalobospavia_h@cde.state.co.us
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