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In 1960, the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was arrested 
during a sit-down protest at 
a segregated lunch counter 
in Atlanta.

MILTON — Approximately 1,100 
educators from 12 school districts 
recently came together for the 
Central Susquehanna Intermedi-
ate Unit’s (CSIU) Annual Regional 
In-Service Day.

Centered on the theme “Empow-
ering Every Learner,” the event 
offered professional development 
at multiple locations, connecting 
educators with colleagues in 
similar roles to explore practical 
strategies for strengthening 
instruction and supporting 
students.   

"The CSIU Regional PD Day, 
brought together 1,100 educators 
from across    different school 
districts for a day of learning, 
networking, and sharing of 
resources,” said 

Teresa Bartholomew, CSIU director 
of Educational Planning. “We are 
enthusiastic that this continues to be 
a meaningful professional learning 
experience for our region and we are 
grateful for the support from Warrior 
Run, Lewisburg, Selinsgrove and 
Mifflinburg Area School Districts, 
who served as host sites for the 
event.”

Programming across the 
locations addressed classroom 
instruction, accessibility, youth 
mental health, emerging 
technologies and subject-specific 
teaching practices. In addition to 
school district host sites, 
Susquehanna University and the 

CSIU Central Office welcomed 
educators for specialized 
professional learning.

� e Lewisburg and Warrior Run
programs featured Dr. Catlin Tuck-
er’s keynote, “Strengthening Tier 1 
� rough Flexible Instructional Path-
ways.” � e presentation explored 
how educators can strengthen core 
classroom instruction through coop-
erative learning, instructional videos 
and diff erentiated small-group 
instruction to better meet students’ 
varied needs.

At Lewisburg Area High School, 

CSIU program focuses on 

‘Empowering Every Learner’

PROVIDED BY HEATHER TAGGART/CSIU

Dr. Catlin Tucker presents ‘Strengthening Tier 1 Through Flexible Instructional Pathways’ during a recent 
program held by the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit.

breakout sessions focused on topics 
including Pennsylvania’s STEELS 
standards, Advanced Placement 
instruction, world language 
teaching, environmental science 
and thoughtful uses of artificial 
intelligence. Ashlie Crosson, the 
2025 National Teacher of the Year, 
led a session on using a change 
framework to assess challenges and 
identify actionable next steps in 
educators’ classrooms and 
professional practice.

At Warrior Run, accessibility and 
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PROVIDED BY WEIS CENTER

Jaruam Xavier will present ‘Ori: An Exploration of Brazilian Dance at Music’ at 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, in the Weis Center Concert Hall, Lewisburg.

PROVIDED BY HEATHER TAGGART/CSIU

Tanya Dynda, CSIU Instructional Technology and STEM Specialist presents 
‘Don’t Let AI Steal the Struggle.’

ticular prominence after 
the agency killed Renée 
Good and Alex Pretti in 
Minneapolis in January. At
the time, Shapiro answered 
questions at a book signing
event for his memoir, say-
ing his administration does 
not cooperate with immi-
gration officials.

“We do not do ICE’s 
work for them here in 
Pennsylvania,” Shapiro
said, according to the Cap-
ital-Star. “Our state police 
[don’t] ask for people’s 
status and we do not share 
any of that information 
with the federal govern-
ment.”

The administration pub-
lished guidance laying out 
people’s rights if they are
stopped by ICE in public or 
visited at their homes. And 
a Pennsylvania State Police
policy from 2022 — before
Shapiro took office — says
troopers should not search
or arrest people based 
on immigration status,
citizenship, or nationality. 
State Police are also not 
allowed to arrest or detain 
someone based on an ICE 
administrative warrant,
only a judicial warrant.

“PSP does not and will 
not make operational
decisions based on ICE pri-
orities,” the Shapiro admin-
istration said in a January 
letter to Pennsylvania com-
munity leaders.

Advocacy groups like
the ACLU have called on 
Shapiro’s administration
to stop sharing state-man-
aged data through the 
Pennsylvania Justice Net-
work (JNET), an intergov-
ernmental database that 
contains court records and
criminal histories. Another
state database used by law

enforcement, the Com-
monwealth Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Network, 
also contains information 
about Pennsylvanians’
criminal histories, as well 
as driver’s licenses.

“The governor could cut 
off unrestricted ICE access
to these databases today 
and force ICE to get a judi-
cial warrant every time the 
agency wants to use these 
tools,” wrote ACLU Advo-
cacy and Policy Strategist
Alex Domingos in July.

A 2024 report from
the ACLU identified 16 
instances over the previous
8 years in which ICE used 
JNET to identify people 
for arrests. For one arrest 
in 2020, ICE used JNET 
to search for the photo of 
a person scheduled for a 
probation appointment in 
Lehigh County.

The Shapiro adminis-
tration said in a statement
that “outside agencies do 
not have unfettered access
to state databases,” but
that it is “currently review-
ing how ICE, CBP, and 
other federal government
agencies can access our
systems.”

In the January appear-
ance at which Garrity said
it is “best to cooperate” 
with ICE, she also said that
her time as an Army officer
gave her “a different per-
spective” and that the best
approach to the then-on-
going conflict in Minnesota 
was to “cooperate and take 
down the rhetoric,” accord-
ing to The Inquirer.

Detention centers

As detention rates have 
increased, advocates have 
called for ICE facilities in 
the state to be shut down. 
This includes Moshannon

Valley Processing Center, 
the largest immigration 
detention facility in the 
Northeast.

During this time, Sha-
piro has worked to limit
ICE detention centers in
the commonwealth, and 
Garrity has criticized that 
response.

Moshannon has long 
faced allegations of poor 
medical care, substandard 
food quality, and abuse.
A 2024 Temple Univer-
sity report concluded 
people detained there
were subject to “punitive,
inhumane, and danger-
ous conditions.” In June, 
Shapiro called for an inde-
pendent inspection of the 
facility after Pennsylvania 
Department of Corrections 
officials were denied entry 
and were told “they had
no authority to conduct
an inspection and would
never be permitted to enter
the facility at any time,” the 
Shapiro administration
said.

Since then, DOC officials
haven’t attempted another 
inspection. The Shapiro 
administration “continues 
to call for a full, thorough,
and independent inspec-
tion of the Moshannon 
facility,” it said in a state-
ment.

Along with Moshannon, 
ICE has agreements to use 
jails in Clinton, Erie, Frank-
lin, and Pike Counties,
which raked in more than 
$21 million for detention in 
2024 and 2025.

In January, ICE pur-
chased warehouses in 
Berks and Schuylkill Coun-
ties without sharing how 
it planned to use them. It 
wasn’t until February that 
county commissioners
confirmed the agency 

planned to flip them into
detention centers.

On Feb. 12, Shap-
iro wrote a letter to 
then-Homeland Security 
Secretary Kristi Noem 
warning that ICE would
not receive the required 
state permits for water
and sewage systems if the 
agency moved forward. 
Pennsylvania was one of 
almost a dozen states that 
fought to stop ICE from 
purchasing and using 
empty warehouses for 
immigration detention,
whether through lawsuits
or public pressure.

On March 6, the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection issued five
administrative orders,
two to the Department of
Homeland Security and 
three to local authorities.
The orders prevented 
water and sewage from
being supplied to the ware-
houses and the building 
from being occupied until
the Department of Home-
land Security showed com-
pliance with federal and
state environmental laws.

“My Administration
stood with local leaders
and residents, enforced 
Pennsylvania law, and
worked across agencies to
protect people from being
held in these warehouses 
and to protect the sur-
rounding communities,” 
Shapiro said after ICE 
pulled out of the ware-
houses.

Advocates have also 
called on the Shapiro 
administration to shut
down Abraxas Academy
in Berks County, which
operates partly as a deten-
tion facility for children. 
Abraxas has also faced 
allegations of abuse and 

neglect.
The Shapiro adminis-

tration said in a statement
that the state Department
of Human Services investi-
gates credible complaints. 
Pennsylvania officials 
visit the facility weekly
and regularly meet with 
immigration advocates, the 
administration said, but
added that the state has 
no role in the decision to 
place noncitizen children 
at Abraxas.

A spokesperson add-
ed that if an emergency 
removal order was filed 
against the facility, non-
citizen children would
be transferred into the 
custody of the federal gov-
ernment.

The state Department of
Human Services “remains 
committed to keeping all
children in Pennsylvania
safe and will remain onsite 
at Abraxas to ensure these 
youth are being cared for 
under our high standards,”
the Shapiro administration
said over email.

Garrity didn’t respond 
to questions about deten-
tion centers in the state 
but previously said that 
Shapiro was “grandstand-
ing” by opposing new ICE 
facilities. She called the 
rejection of facilities a “dis-
service to the seriousness
of the issue at hand.”

“Pennsylvanians deserve
a governor who will put
their security and their 
safety first, and a governor 
who will review issues with 
the seriousness that they 
deserve and not follow 
the political winds as their 
guide,” Garrity said in a
February Facebook post.

Commercial drivers’ 

licenses

Following a federal
directive, Pennsylvania’s
transportation department
paused issuing commer-
cial driver’s licenses to
noncitizens who have work
permits or specific work
visas.

Shapiro supported leg-
islation to strengthen CDL
guardrails. In August, he
signed into law a Republi-
can-backed bill that cracks
down on unlicensed CDL 
schools.

The administration,
however, opposes the fed-
eral government’s attempts
to access Pennsylvania
commercial driver records. 
Shapiro joined a coali-
tion of 21 state governors
suing the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation
for demanding personal
records from a federal
database of commercial 
drivers.

Garrity’s campaign did 
not respond to Spotlight 
PA’s questions on what 
specific policy changes she 
would support to strength-
en CDL requirements.

However, Garrity has
been an outspoken critic 
of the state’s CDL program
under Shapiro. In a recent
campaign video she said
he had allowed “unquali-
fied, illegally present driv-
ers” to hold licenses.

“This isn’t about immi-
gration talking points. This 
is about whether Harris-
burg can be trusted to run 
a basic licensing system,
and right now it can’t,” Gar-
rity said.

Spotlight PA is an independent, 

nonpartisan newsroom powered 

by The Philadelphia Inquirer in 

partnership with PennLive/The 

Patriot-News, TribLIVE/Pittsburgh 

Tribune-Review, and WITF Public 

Media.
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inclusive instruction were central themes. 
Nonspeaking autistic educator and dis-
ability advocate Jordyn Zimmerman 
presented “Journey Through Commu-
nication,” examining how expectations, 
communication barriers and access to 
tools can shape opportunities for students 
with disabilities. Additional sessions 
explored multilingual learner supports, 
student behavior, mathematics, cooper-
ative learning, STEAM and responsible 
uses of artificial intelligence. An Apple 
Accessibility Playground offered hands-
on opportunities to explore technology 
features that support student learning.

At Selinsgrove Area Middle School, 
Dr. Sam Faulkner presented “Trends in 
Youth Mental Health: What’s Driving the 
Current Crisis and What Schools Can Do 
About It.” The keynote examined emerg-
ing student needs and practical ways 
schools can recognize concerns, respond 
effectively and connect students with 
appropriate care, including through the 
NEST Clinic. The site also offered profes-
sional learning for health and physical 
education teachers, art educators, school 
librarians, nurses, counselors, social 
workers and school psychologists. Topics 

included internet safety, teen gambling, 
instructional standards and effective feed-
back.

Business educators gathered at Susque-
hanna University for the CEBEE Teacher’s 
Workshop. The program featured Grace Jo 
of North Korean Refugees in the USA and 
Monice Maurice of Bourne High School 
in Massachusetts, with presentations 
exploring cooperation and the integra-
tion of business and personal finance 
in Advanced Placement coursework. 
Breakout sessions addressed reflective 
learning, entrepreneurship, engaging stu-
dents through accounting examples from 
popular culture and the AP Business with 
Personal Finance course.

Music educators gathered at the CSIU 
Central Office for programming with the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Associa-
tion.

Across the locations, the day provided 
opportunities for educators to exchange 
ideas, build professional connections 
and explore approaches relevant to their 
students and teaching responsibilities. 
The shared focus on empowering every 
learner connected academic instruction, 
student well-being and access to mean-
ingful learning opportunities.
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Brazilian dance and music.
Xavier draws from samba
and capoeira alongside
contemporary movement, 
but he is not interested in 
presenting those forms as 
separate categories.

“It’s not a recipe,” Xavier
said.

After decades of dancing, 
the different forms have

become part of his muscle
memory. A movement
from capoeira may meet 
something from ballet or
contemporary dance with-
out a clear line dividing 
one from the other. Xavier
is more interested in what 
happens at the point where 
they begin to overlap.

That blending reflects 
the Brazil he wants audi-

ences to encounter as well.
“We are not only one

thing,” Xavier said. “We are 
very mixed.”

Brazilian culture has
been shaped by Indige-
nous peoples alongside 
African and European
traditions, and Ori allows
those histories to exist
together onstage. Some of 
the movement also carries 

a history of resistance. 
Xavier points to capoeira
as one example of a tradi-
tion that survives because 
generations of people 
continued to practice and 
preserve it.

Spirituality is also central 
to Ori. Xavier has long been 
interested in ritual and in
the meaning movement
can hold within a spiritual

setting. In Ori, he asks what 
happens when movement
inspired by those experi-
ences is taken out of that 
setting and placed on a 
stage.

“I still want to see if it’s
possible to evoke the same
spiritual connection, even
though it’s not like partic-
ipating in a ritual,” Xavier
said.

He is not trying to recre-
ate a Candomblé ritual for
an audience. Instead, the 
performance gives those 
memories and move-
ments another space to 
exist. Some moments may
feel familiar while oth-
ers remain abstract, and
Xavier is comfortable with 
different people seeing dif-
ferent things in the work.

Dance
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