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_ ) Long ago in China, a scientist named Zhang Heng invented the first

earthquake detector (known as a seismoscope). It was a giant bronze jar
with eight dragons on the outside. Each dragon held a small metal ball in
its mouth. When the ground shook from far away, a dragon would drop
its ball into a frog’s mouth below. The "clink" sound warned people that
an earthquake was coming!
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The Magic of Roman Concrete

Did you know the Ancient Romans invented a special kind of concrete
2,000 years ago? They mixed volcanic ash with rocks and water. This
"magic" mix was so strong that it could even set underwater! Because of
this invention, they built huge bridges, tall buildings, and giant domes
that are still standing today. It is much tougher than the concrete we use
now! The Pantheon in Rome still has the largest unreinforced concrete
dome in the world, even after 2,000 years!
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