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Year-Long Required Classes 

LANGUAGE ARTS: The objective of this course is for students to communicate effectively using reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening skills.  The course content will focus on a variety of genres of fiction and 
nonfiction texts.  Students will implement strategies to comprehend reading selections and express themselves 
clearly and thoughtfully.  Students will also write in a variety of forms for different audiences, practice the 
components of the writing process, and develop writing pieces in accordance with Common Core State 
Standards. 

CHALLENGE LANGUAGE ART: Students enrolling in this advanced class must meet (L3) or exceed 
(L4) standard on state assessments and have a B or better in 6th Challenge Language Arts. 
In this course, students will demonstrate their ability and willingness to work independently and collaboratively 
at an accelerated pace.  They will implement strategies to comprehend reading selections, express themselves 
clearly and thoughtfully, problem solve, and work at a rigorous pace with complex texts.  Students will also 
write in a variety of forms for different audiences, practice the components of the writing process, and develop 
writing pieces in accordance with Common Core State Standards.  Students are expected to enter this course 
with the ability to communicate effectively using reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. 

MATH 7: Students build the skills that allow them to communicate their thinking, make conjectures, try them 
out, and report on progress to refine their thinking.  This course covers topics such as tables, graphs, variables, 
linear relationships, ratio, proportion, probability, statistics, and geometry. 

PRE-ALGEBRA: Students enrolling in this advanced class must meet (L3) or exceed (L4) standard on 
state assessments, have a B or better in 6th Challenge Math and be recommended by the teacher. 
Students should demonstrate strong organizational skills, be highly motivated, and be willing to consistently put 
forth strong effort. Pre-Algebra condenses two years of math into one year and is taught at a rigorous pace. 
Students build the skills that allow them to communicate their thinking, make conjectures, try them out, and 
report on progress to refine their thinking.  This course takes a focused look at the following topics:  irrational 
numbers, exponents, linear systems, functions, Pythagorean Theorem, transformational geometry (including 
similarity and congruence), and statistics.  

ALGEBRA:  (Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra in the 6th Grade with a B or better) Students build the skills that 
allow them to communicate their thinking, make conjectures, try them out, and report on progress to refine their 
thinking.  This course takes a focused look at the following topics:  seeing structure in expressions; 
polynomials; inequalities; linear, quadratic, and exponential equations; functions; interpreting and evaluating 
statistics.  This is a 9th grade credit course that will be automatically included on the High School transcript. 

SCIENCE: 7th grade builds on the skill sets developed in 6th grade. Core ideas in life science, earth science, 
physical science, and engineering are intentionally arranged so that students can build their understanding over 
time, and can see the connections between different ideas and across disciplines. To figure out these core ideas, 
while building the skills that will help them make sense of the world around them, students engage in the same 
practices that real scientists and engineers do. Students will develop and use models, analyze data, and make 
evidence-based arguments. They also learn useful ways of thinking about and making connections across 
different areas of science and engineering. Key units of study will include Population and Resources, 
Ecosystems, Chemical Reactions, Phase Change, Plate Motion, Rock Transformation, and Geology on Mars. 



SOCIAL STUDIES: The objective of this course is to understand how physical geography contributes to the 
political, economic, and cultural developments of civilizations.  Elements of geography, sociology, economics, 
political science, and civics will be used to compare a variety of civilizations.  Course content will include: 
Medieval and Renaissance Europe, Islamic Civilization, African Kingdom, Meso-America, and Andean 
Civilization.  Students will also be taught to think critically, analyze information, research topics and report 
about concepts they’ve learned.  

WELLNESS: (PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH) 
The objective of this course is to provide opportunities for students to plan, implement, and evaluate a 
comprehensive wellness plan. Direct health instruction will take place one week per month in a classroom 
setting. 

Electives 

Students have one elective choice in their schedule. Please select one of the choices from below. 

Choice 1: 

DESIGN AND MODELING - one semester 
Get ready for an awesome adventure in our Design and Modeling course – the ultimate playground where your 
creativity takes center stage! If you've ever dreamed of bringing your ideas to life, this is the class that makes it 
happen. Imagine this: You're the mastermind behind your own projects, but with a twist – there are some 
exciting constraints to keep things interesting. You'll start by designing a personal logo in 2D, and then buckle 
up because it's 3D modeling time with a cool CAD program. This isn't just about creating; it's about unleashing 
your imagination in the world of design. But here's where the real magic happens – you'll dive into the basics 
of engineering. Think hands-on projects where you'll use hand tools and power tools to craft a single-string 
"canjo" instrument, a mesmerizing "LED 3D night light," a 3D printed name tag, and a wooden dragster that's 
powered by compressed air. It's like having your own workshop of wonders! And the best part? You're not just 
learning, you're doing. Apply those basic engineering principles to create something amazing, and watch your 
ideas come to life before your eyes. Join us in Design and Build – where every project is a chance to express 
yourself, try new things, and discover the incredible world of making. Are you ready to design, create, and build 
your way to fun and excitement? Let the adventure begin! 

COMPUTER SCIENCE FOR INNOVATORS AND MAKERS - one semester 
Get ready for a mind-blowing journey in our interactive Computer Science for Innovators and Makers course – 
the place where your creativity takes center stage, and technology becomes your playground! If you've ever 
wondered about the magic behind sensors, actuators, and making things come to life, this is the class for you. 
Picture this: You're not just learning about algorithms and computational thinking; you're actually getting your 
hands dirty (or should we say, coding fingers busy!) with microcontrollers. These mini-computers are your 
ticket to creating systems that interact with the world around you. It's like being a tech wizard with the power to 
make things happen! But wait, it gets even cooler – you'll be part of a team, and together, you'll tackle a 
challenge that's not just any challenge, but one that's personally relevant to you. Think wearable technology that 
might revolutionize your style, interactive art that lights up the room, or mechanical devices that solve everyday 
problems. It's your chance to be the inventor of the future! This isn't just about computer science concepts; it's 
about putting those concepts into action, solving real problems, and having a blast while doing it. Join us in 



Computer Science for Innovators and Makers – where every line of code is a step towards turning your ideas 
into reality. Are you ready to create, innovate, and be the tech genius you were born to be? Let the coding 
adventure begin! 

Choice 2: BEGINNING BAND OR INTERMEDIATE BAND - choice of one year long course 

BEGINNING BAND: Students will learn how to read music and play a band instrument. Music experience is 
not required. The basic instrument choices are: Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, and 
Baritone/Euphonium. Percussion includes BOTH bells and snare and teacher permission is required. NOTE: 
Piano, Ukulele, violin, and guitar are not part of the band. Other instrument options may be available with 
permission from the teacher. The band will perform a number of different concerts throughout the year. 
Participation in public performances is a requirement for this class. Students enrolling in this class make a 
year-long commitment. Families will need to provide or rent their own instrument and purchase the cleaning 
supplies and band book. A limited number of instruments are available to loan to students. Rental meetings will 
be held at a later date. 

INTERMEDIATE BAND: Intermediate Band is for students who have a year or more experience playing 
a band instrument. Students complete Sound Innovations Book One and continue to Sound Innovations Book 
Two. The instrument choices are: Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, 
Baritone, and percussion. Other instrument options (oboe, bassoon, baritone sax, tuba, bass) are available with 
permission from the teacher. Piano, ukulele, violin, drumset, and guitar are not played in band. The Band 
will perform a minimum of three concerts throughout the year. Participation in public performances is a 
requirement for this class and are part of the grade. Families must provide or rent their own instrument, 
purchase the cleaning supplies and band book. A limited number of instruments are available to loan to 
students. Rental meetings will be held at a later date. 

Choice 3: CHOIR - year long course 

Students will learn the fundamentals of singing, musical vocabulary, and musical notation/reading music. They 
will learn how to use proper vocal techniques in order to perform music expressively and to enhance individual 
skills. Students will learn to understand the content and context of the music we perform through musical 
analysis. Students will sing songs in different languages, styles, and cultures. The Choir will perform a 
minimum of three concerts throughout the year. Participation in public performances is a requirement for this 
class. 

Choice 4: LEADERSHIP - year long course 

Leadership class is designed to improve communication, leadership, self-awareness, and human relation skills 
in and outside of a school setting. The structure of this class will include leadership lessons and activities to 
improve the school culture. Student work will include weekly meetings with the teacher and self-reflection, 
small committees working toward common goals, and participation in one large leadership project each 
semester. This class is by application and teacher recommendation only. Application information will be 
announced later in spring. 

Special Programs 

These programs may replace electives or core classes listed above for students who qualify. 



SPECIAL EDUCATION: Specially designed individualized instruction is offered for students who qualify for 
special education programs. There are different levels of support offered which is determined by the individual 
student’s education plan. 

MULTI-LINGUAL LEARNERS (MLL): Students for whom English is not their first language are offered 
instruction with vocabulary and reading. To qualify for MLL services, students take a language proficiency test. 

LAP MATH AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: Students who are not meeting standard on state 
assessments in Math or English Language Arts may qualify for additional support. Students who qualify for 
LAP support will be notified during the summer. 

HICAP: Our highly capable program is offered for students that have qualified through district assessment for 
Math and Language Arts. Students that are designated as Hi Cap in one or both of these areas are placed into 
Advanced Challenge Language Arts and/or Algebra unless they request differently. 


