
8th Grade Info
Eliot Arts Magnet

 and 
McKinley School 

2026-2027



Welcome & Thank You For Attending !!!
Lanisha McKenzie - Principal Josephine Schaller- Assistant Principal 
mckenzie.lanisha.pusd.us schaller.josephine@pusd.us 

Jody Simmons - Eliot Counselor Gilbert Mora - McKinley 
simmons.jody@pusd.us     mora.gilbert@pusd.us 

Madelyn Velasquez Martinez  - Eliot Senior Community Advocate 

velasquezmartinez.ma@pusd.us 

Camille Pierce Trujillo - McKinley Senior Community Advocate

piercetrujillo.camil@pusd.us 
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8th Grade Activities 2027 

June 1, 2027

Knott’s Berry Farm

June 2, 2027
8th Grade Breakfast

Promotion Rehearsal #2

May 28, 2027
Promotion Rehearsal #1

BBQ @ Grant Park

June 3, 2027
McKinley

Promotion @ 9:00 AM
GYM

June 3, 2027
Eliot

Promotion @ 11:00 AM
GYM



8th Grade Package







Credit Recovery (FIRST SEMESTER GRADES)

For students who receive an F grade after the first semester (11/16 - 12/18/26), 
they must do credit recovery to be eligible for end of year activities.  Whether it is 
completing i ready assignments, papers or/and presentation. 

Time and Dates TBA



Promotion Requirements for 2nd Semester 
● No F grade for final grades in the 2nd Semester of the 8th grade year (5/3-6/3/27)

Students with 1 F  in the final grading period, in Semester 2 will not participate in the 8th grade Activities nor 
Promotion Ceremony. Teachers will know by the 2nd week of May who will make it or not.

Students will go to high school but no 8th grade activities.  8th grade package refunds will be given. 

● All book fines and other financial obligations are paid per board policy 6161.

● 20 hours of community service completed by the end of 8th grade year by May 2027.
*Hours completed in 6th and 7th grade will be included.

● Leaving PUSD? Return chromebook, charger and all books to librarian 

In addition, students must fulfill two of the following criteria:

● No more than 2 U’s (Behavior)  in the last grading period of Semester 2.
● No more than 60 period absences (10 days), excused or unexcused, per semester. 
● No more than 15 total tardiness to all classes during the last grading period of Semester 2.
● No more than 2 disciplinary office referrals.



Community Service
20 Hours Total, 15 hrs. Nonprofit & 5hrs. On Campus - Due MAY 2027

Students Can Earn Hours Through: 

● Churches
● Local Libraries 
● Pasadena Humane Society
● Boys and Girls Club
● Boys and Girls Scouts
● Staff on Campus (Using own time) 
● PACTL - Community Partner
● Parents Job (Parent can not Sign) 
● Opportunities On Campus Campus Clean Up on 

Wednesday
● PTA/PTSA has opportunities throughout the year
● See Ms.Camille and Maddy For Community Service
● 40 hours in High School



Eliot & McKinley’s 8th Grade Defense - May 2027



Shadow Day Field Trips

Muir Field Trip

Monday, 11/16/26

PHS Field Trip

Wednesday, 12/2/26

Tardies = 10 (not first period)

Referrals = (No more than 2)

No go…must attend with parent 



High School Academies

wwgthhasss

Arts Academies
Creative Arts, Media 
Academy 
(PHS)

Academy For Creative 
Industry (MARSHALL)

Arts Entertainment & 
Media Academy
(MUIR)

Computer Science 
Academy
(PHS)

Law Academy
Law & Public Service 
Academy
(PHS)

Engineering Academy
Engineering & Environmental 
Science Academy
(MUIR)

PCC DUAL ENROLLMENT 
All High Schools

Business Academy
Business & 
Entrepreneurship 
Academy

Sports Management
(MUIR)

Health Academy
Health Careers Academy

ROTC 
(BLAIR)



High School Counselors to Eliot & McKinley In April 2027!!
PASADENA HIGH SCHOOL  & JOHN MUIR  

PHS PACKETS & MUIR’S QR CODE WILL BE SENT HOME WITH STUDENT

Top 3 Academy Choices?

Joining the Puente Program?

Sports? Cheer? Flags? Dance? 

Dual Enrollment/PCC Classes?

If leaving PUSD….







College Readiness Programs



High School Timeline

9th Grade 11th Grade10th Grade 12th Grade

As students transition into 
high school, they will learn 
about the different types of 

higher education 
institutions and the 

requirements for each. 

Students will understand 
the importance of their 

semester grades and how 
these affect college 
admission decisions.

Students should have an 
idea of what they would 
like to study in college. 

They will be given career 
exploration assessments to 
match their interests with 
majors and careers. The 

goal is for them to be 
aware of the steps they 
have to take after high 
school in order to reach 

their career goals.

Once students narrow 
down their major choices, 
they will research what 
colleges have the best 

programs in their field of 
interest. 

Students should have their 
college lists ready by fall of 

senior year. 

During senior year we focus on 
college and financial aid 

applications! 

College applications open in 
October (due late November)

Financial Aid applications open in 
December (due beginning of March)

Puente students get specialized UC 
application support from UC 
Berkeley admission officers.

Introduction to 4 year 
University Requirements Major Exploration College, Financial Aid,

& Scholarship 
Applications 

Developing their 
College Lists



If you are interested in learning more about the 
program, 

check out the Puente Project website!





Dual Enrollment - PCC 

● Take classes at the High School during school hours
● Earn college and high school credit 
● Eases transition to college
● All high school students will graduate with 12 units is 

the goal of “Vision 2030” the strategic framework 
established by the California Community Colleges 
Chancellor's Office 

https://www.cccco.edu/
https://www.cccco.edu/


The Great UB Program

U:ljqslkdjkla

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c4k77etcrbw
1cnst7nleb/AK4EfdOAHPnC48BjQ-vAd4U?rl
key=jlsuhx3fu83f7yvf9hsiebo0v&e=1&st=6pc
l7bei&dl=0
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