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October/November 2026 
Dates To  

Remember 
 
10/8-School Picture 

Retake Day 
10/12-No School 
10/21-Budget 

Hearing/Annual 
Meeting, 6:30 
pm, Auditorium 
-Board of 
Education 
Meeting, 
following  
Annual Meeting, 
Boardroom 

10/30-Early Release,  
Noon 

11/10 &12-Parent 
Teacher 
Conferences,  
4:00-7:30 pm 

11/13-No School 
11/18-Board of 

Education 
Meeting, 6:30 
pm, Boardroom 

11/25-27-No School, 
Thanksgiving  
Break 
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Almond-Bancroft School District Vision 
Statement 

 

We are a collaborative community focused on 
continued growth in opportunities, choices, and 
expectations for all students.  We prepare self-
motivated and responsible students to become 

well-rounded and successful citizens. 

Almond-Bancroft School District Mission 
Statement 

 

The Almond-Bancroft School District,  
with support of families and community 

members, will provide a safe and supportive 
learning environment, which challenges and 
prepares each student for success today and 

tomorrow. 

Notes from the District Administrator 

Ahhhhh Faallllll! How I love fall! I love when the weather starts changing 
and it’s cool, but not too cool and the sun is shining, but it’s not too hot. I 
love when I can get out long sleeves and sweatshirts but not a coat. I love 
when I can wear jeans but also sandals. I love fall sports - football - being 
outside, hearing the crowds scream and the pads and helmets smack 

against each other; volleyball - with the spikes that smash down and the girls that throw 
their bodies after a ball and the amazing saves that give the Eagles the point!  
 I know I get excited at the games, but I also love how our community comes out to 
support our athletes and coaches. It’s amazing if you look around the stands there are so 
many people who don’t have kids or grandkids or relatives playing, but they still come out 
to watch because they were once an Eagle….and once an Eagle, always an Eagle! I have 
been in education for over 30 years and I have never seen a community support a school 
district like this one does. It warms my heart every time I see it. 
 Recently, I was witness to this amazing community support again. At the 
September 11th football game against Port Edwards, there was a lot going on. It was our 
annual Black Out Cancer Football Game, the Booster Club was recognizing our Almond-
Bancroft Staff for Staff Appreciation Night and we were honoring our first responders and 
military in remembrance of the 25th anniversary of the tragedy of 9/11. …And the 
community showed up! So many people and businesses donated baskets for the raffle to 
raise money for Dale McLarnan and his family for Black Out Cancer. A ton of people 
bought tickets for the 50/50 raffle and the winner donated everything back! Many staff 
members were recognized at half time and the A-B Eagle even came out to play! And, of 
course, the Eagles ended up winning!  

Definitely the best part of the night was when Dale McLarnan, named honorary 
team captain, went out on the field with Tucker Stiles and Kaden Martinez for the coin flip. 
It was something that I have never seen at any other football game. That’s what Almond-
Bancroft is! It’s a special place, a special community, a 
special district. We support our own and we are here for 
each other. Thank you for being that type of community! I 
couldn’t be more proud to be your District Administrator.  
 

Jodi Becker 
 



Welcome New Staff 

Hello! My name is Kayla Erdmann. After being a stay at home mom for 7 years, I’m excited 
to have the opportunity to join the Almond-Bancroft Kitchen Staff. My son is in 2nd grade, 
and my daughter is in Kindergarten, so it’s nice to be able to see them at school! I look 
forward to getting to know the staff and students!  

The Almond-Bancroft Theater 
Department presents  

Clue (High School Edition)  
as our fall show.  

 

Join us on  
Friday, November 13th at 7:00 PM 

and  
Saturday, November 14th  

at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM.  
 

Tickets on sale at the door.  
$10 for adults and $5 for  students.  

Contact  with questions,  
abehnke@abschools.k12.wi.us 
egordon@abschools.k12.wi.us 

Hi! My name is Isabelle Behnke and I am so excited to start my journey as a Special Ed 
Paraprofessional here at Almond-Bancroft. I have lived in Almond, WI my whole life and 

actually graduated from Almond-Bancroft High School in 2025. In my free time I love 
hanging out with my family, friends, and dog Judge. I also love watching sports whether they 

are a professional team or just my siblings' sports games. I am looking forward to what this 
year has in store. Go Eagles!  

District awarded Early Learning Literacy Coach Grant 
 
 As I think most of you know, I love small, rural school districts. 
I would much rather work in a small school than a large school or urban 
school. However, being a small, rural school does have its 
disadvantages. One of those disadvantages is a lack of resources, many 
times in supportive staffing roles. A larger district will have a larger 
staff that will include positions like a Director of Instruction, Transition 
Coordinator, Literacy Coach, Social Worker, RTI Specialist, etc. Some 
of these positions provide teacher support and others offer student 
support.  

In our district, we do not have any of these separate positions. 
Our administrators, teachers, counselors and staff take on some of these 
duties or our district contracts with other agencies for services or we go 
without these services. So, when we hear about funding or grants that 
are available to help us fill one of these positions, we try and get it.  

That’s exactly what happened last year. As part of the ACT 20 
Early Literacy legislation, the Department of Public Instruction was 
tasked with providing literacy coaches to districts across Wisconsin to 
support K-3 teachers. Literacy coaches work with teachers to support 
them in planning, data analysis and instruction. Literacy coaches also 
provide professional development to teachers.  

We have amazing teachers at Almond-Bancroft! They are 
student-centered, creative, dedicated and work very hard to meet the 
needs of all of our learners. They have deserved to have a literacy 
coach to support them for a long time. It’s just like a talented sports 
team needs a coach to keep them improving; teachers need the same 
thing.  

I wrote the grant and was thrilled to be notified that we were 
awarded a part-time literacy coach for 2026-2028. Through this grant 
we are able to hire a coach and have the funds needed to build a 
coaching program. Late this summer we hired Shannon TerMaat, an 
experienced reading specialist and literacy coach from the area, to work 
with our teachers. And we have hit the ground running. She has already 
been in classrooms, collaborated with teachers and will be providing 
professional development to our teachers in October.  

Our district, administrators, our teachers and our staff are 
dedicated to continuous improvement, because we know that’s the only 
way that our students will learn and grow. If you have any questions 
about this program or this grant, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

 
Dr. Jodi Becker 
District Administrator 

mailto:abehnke@abschools.k12.wi.us
mailto:mweiland@abschools.k12.wi.us


Some AB high 
school students had 
the opportunity to 
attend the Fine Arts 
Weekend at the 
American Players 
Theatre in Spring 
Green, WI. They 
saw Two 
“Gentleman” of 
Verona and As You 
Like It written by 
William 
Shakespeare. They 

also had the chance to participate in an acting workshop led by an 
APT actor. Knowledge was gained and memories were made!  

Good things are happening 
in the secondary art room… 

 

Sophia Chapa and Tia 

Dernbach have been teaching 7th 
grade students how to throw on the 
potter's wheel.  

The second grade 
students took to 
hands on learning, 
by creating 
cumulus, stratus, 
nimbus, and cirrus 
clouds in Science.  

At the end of the first 
week of school, the 
middle school had a 
'Know Your Teachers' 
Scavenger Hunt. 
Congratulations to the 
winning team! Kayden 
Warzynski, Nolan 
Johnson, Kendall 
Mykisen and Camila 
Perez-Aguirre.  

Almond-Bancroft students put flags out in front of the 
school in memory of the anniversary of 9/11.  

We will never forget!  

Our A-B Elementary 
School's first PBIS 
Pep Rally was a hit!  

Our elementary 
principal, Mrs. 
Larkin, brought out 
her 'pet chicken'! She 
also had three 
students who helped 
her share the message 
that fair doesn't 
always look the same.  

Again this year, students can earn 
tickets for showing respect, 
responsibility, or solving problems 
and each month a pep rally is held to 
celebrate the positive behaviors. 

Second grade and 
kindergarten book 
buddies met for the 

first time! We were all 
excited to meet our 

new reading partners!  



October/November 
Athletic Events 

10/1-MS volleyball home vs. Pacelli, 4:30 pm 
-HS volleyball at Port Edwards, JV  
5:30 pm and varsity 6:45 pm 

10/2-Varsity football at Menominee Nation,  
4:00 pm 

10/3-HS volleyball home vs. Goodman, White  
Lake, Crandon,  10:00 AM 

10/6-MS football at Tigerton/Marion, 4:30 pm 
-HS volleyball home vs. Pacelli, JV 5:30 
pm and varsity 6:45 pm 

10/8-MS volleyball at Tri-County, 5:00 pm 
 -HS volleyball at Manawa, JV  5:30 pm and  
varsity 6:45 pm 

10/9-Varsity football at Bowler, 7:00 pm 
10/12-MS volleyball home vs. Wild Rose,  

5:00 pm 
10/13-HS volleyball at Rosholt, JV 5:30 pm and  

varsity 7:00 pm 
10/15-MS volleyball at Rosholt, 4:30 pm 

-HS volleyball home vs. Tigerton, JV 5:30 
pm and varsity 6:45 pm 

11/2-MS boys basketball home vs. Tri-County,  
5:00 pm 

11/5-MS basketball at Port Edwards, 5:00 pm 
11/9-MS boys basketball home vs. Rosholt,  

5:00 pm 
11/12-MS boys basketball at Pittsville, 4:30 pm 
11/16-MS boys basketball home vs. Wild Rose  

5:00 pm 
11/17-HS girls basketball at New Lisbon, JV 5:45  

pm and varsity 7:00 pm 
11/19-MS boys basketball at Pacelli, 5:00 pm 

-HS girls basketball at Northland Lutheran 
JV 5:45 pm and varsity 7:00 pm 

11/23-HS girls basketball home vs. Montello,  
JV 5:45 pm and varsity 7:00 pm 
-HS boys basketball at Nekoosa, 5:30 pm 

11/30-MS boys basketball at Tri-County, 4:30 pm 
 
 
*Schedule is subject to change.  

Back (L to R): Finnley Phillips, Waylon Hintz, Eric Troestler, Brody 
Warzynski, Coach Ruzicka 
Front: Kaydain Weber-Wilmont, Sheon Koby M Revilla, Kaden Stroik, 
Clayton Ruzicka, Ty Jacowski, Kace Clark, Nolan Johnson, Michael Ceballos 

Back (L to R): Coach Newby Duchow, Kayden Warzynski, Emma Pratt, 
Shelby Wheelock, Coach Behnke  
Middle: Lexanni Painter, Imogene Behnke, Kendall Mykisen, Arabella Chapa, 
Adyah Cisewski, Sophia Maganas, Kylie Bradley 
Front: Zoey Barden, Samantha Maganas, Camila Perez-Aguirre, Aubriella 
Sikorski, Codi Warzynski, Casey Clark, Geneva Behnke, Arianna Helbach  
Not Pictured: Brynnlee Mata, Manger Elleanore Pratt 

Kaden Martinez broke his own school 
record, running for 423 yards behind 
great blocking from his teammates 

during the September 11 home football 
game.  

Congratulations Kaden! 



Back (L to R): Coach Chapa, Abigail 
Cisewski, Aiyana Feltz-Walker, Hailie 
Pavelski, Tallie Stiles, Loretta Behnke, 
Coach Grote  
Front: Delaney Baum, Andrea Ramirez, 
Claira Powers, Alexa Sanchez, Indigo 
Sheffy, Halayna Garlow, Mazie Bradley 

Back (L to R): Coach Chapa, Kassidy 
Warzynski, Mazie Bradley, Delaney 

Omernick, Kaylee Doll, Tia Dernbach, 
Coach Grote 

Front: Sophia Chapa, Lexi Carlton, 
Makayla Peskie, Audrinna Sikorski, Indigo 

Sheffy, Aubree Wojcik, Lacie Bradley 

Back (L to R): Coach Stiles, Coach 
Martin, Coach Louis, Coach Bates 
Middle: Manager Lucille Behnke, 

Darron Potts, Hazen Gralow, 
Milton Perez-Pacheco, Manager 

Macy McCracken 
Front: Easton Falk, Tucker Stiles,  
Spencer Kramer, Kaden Martinez, 

Jackson Barden, Karson Garner, 
Carson Barden  







Attention Almond Village Residents! Need help Raking? 
 

Our NHS students will be raking on Friday, October 16, and are 
looking for several yards within walking distance of the school. 

If you are interested, please contact Amy Behnke. 
abehnke@abschools.k12.wi.us          715-366-2941 ext. 124 

National Honor Society 
Leaf Raking  
Friday, October 16th 

mailto:abehnke@abschools.k12.wi.us


Almond Lions Club  
Annual Halloween Party 

Costume Contest, Games & prizes! 
 

Where: Almond-Bancroft East Gym 
When: Friday, October 30, 2026 

Time: 6:30-7:30 pm 
Ages: Infant to 5th grade  

 
 

Trick-or-Treat Dates & Times 
 

Village of Almond  

Friday, October 30 
5:00-7:00 P.M.  

Turn on your outside lights if you want trick-or-treaters to visit. 
Make sure to visit the Almond-Bancroft School (District Office 

Doors) and the Almond Fire Department too. 
 

Town of Pine Grove -Bancroft 
Saturday, October 31 

4:00 to 7:00 P.M.  
If you want children to stop at your home for 

treats, please leave your light on. 
The Fire Department and EMS will also have 

treats, stop in and visit them! 

Wisconsin School Board Week 
 
 The Almond-Bancroft School District will join 
school districts throughout the state in saluting their 
local education leaders during Wisconsin School 
Board Week, which runs from Oct. 4-10. 
 The commemorative week is designed to 
recognize the contributions made by Wisconsin's 
school board members, including those on the 
Almond-Bancroft School Board. Charged with 
governing public education, board members develop 
and articulate a clear vision for their school district. 
Ultimately, this vision steers every decision while 
ensuring that student achievement remains at the 
forefront. 
 Wisconsin school board members are chosen 
by their communities to manage local schools. They 
oversee multi-million-dollar budgets that fund 
education programs for about 800,000 students in 
421 public school districts. Their personnel decisions 
affect thousands of teachers, administrators and 
support workers. 
 These volunteer leaders are responsible for 
formulating school district policy, approving 
curricula, maintaining school facilities, and adhering 
to state and federal education law. Legal concerns 
and the complexities of school finance, including 
budgeting and taxation, require them to spend 
many hours in board training programs and 
personal study to enhance their understanding of 
these issues. 
 Our deepest appreciation is extended to the 
dedicated men and women who make it possible for 
our community’s citizens to participate in education. 
We salute the public servants of the Almond-
Bancroft School Board, whose commitment and civic 
responsibility make local control of public schools in 
our community possible. We extend our gratitude 
to Keith Dernbach, John Ruzicka, Debbie 
Bradley, Taylor Dernbach, 
Nicole Huntington, Eugene 
Fosmire, and Brad Garner, 
during Wisconsin School 
Board Week—and all year 
long—for their dedication 
and service. 

Thank you, Knights of Columbus  
Plainfield Council #12793! 

 
The Knights of Columbus 
Plainfield Council #12793 
donated $400 to the 
Almond-Bancroft School 
District from their Tootsie 
Roll Distribution. Mike 
Salomone, a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, 
stopped by the district to 
present the check to Dr. 
Becker.  
 
Thank you so much for 
your generosity!  

Almond-Bancroft 
Scholastic Book Fair  
November 6-12, 2026 

 
Parents and Scholastic 
Book Fair Shoppers can 
set up an eWallet  and 
manage funds for 
purchases from 10/15/26 
to 11/13/26. Using the 
Book Fair eWallet is the 
easy way for students to 
pay for books they can’t 
wait to take home and 
read! 

Scan the QR Code or use the link below. 

https://account.scholastic.com/my-scholastic/profile/
ewallet.html?fairID=6255726&sUCN=600106225  

Don't forget to share with your family and friends. 
They can add to your child's e-wallet, too!  

https://account.scholastic.com/my-scholastic/profile/ewallet.html?fairID=6255726&sUCN=600106225
https://account.scholastic.com/my-scholastic/profile/ewallet.html?fairID=6255726&sUCN=600106225
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BOXHOLDER 

ALMOND-BANCROFT 
VETERANS DAY PROGRAM 

The National Honor Society will be hosting 
a celebration in honor of our military 
Veterans past and present.   

The program will be held on November 11, 2026, 
at 9:00 AM in the West Gym at the Almond-

Bancroft High School.   

The American Legion will be present to honor our 
servicemen and women, the Quilts of Valor will be presented 
by the Golden Needle Quilting Club, and there will be special 
performances by the ABHS band and choir.  There will also 
be a small reception with refreshments following the 
program in the West Gym Lobby.   
We invite all community members, but especially the 
Veterans of our community, to attend our program so we 
may show our appreciation.   

ALMOND-BANCROFT PUBLIC SCHOOLS NOTICE OF ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING 
 

Notice of Budget Hearing 
(Section 65.90(4)) 

 
Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the Almond-Bancroft School District that the budget hearing 
will be held at the Almond-Bancroft School Auditorium, on the 21st day of October 2026, at 6:30 PM. 
Detailed copies of the budget are available for inspection in the District office at 1336 Elm Street, Almond, WI
     

Notice of Annual District Meeting 
(Section 120.08(1)) 

 
Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the Almond-Bancroft School District that the annual 
meeting of said district for the transaction of business, will be held at the Almond-Bancroft School 
Auditorium, on the 21st day of October 2026, immediately following the Budget Hearing. 
 
Dated this 19th day of September 2026. 
 
Debbie Bradley 
District Clerk 

 

Join us, in the A-B School Auditorium,  
for our MS/HS Concerts! 

 

Choir: Nov. 19th at 6:30 p m 
Band: Nov. 20th at 6:30 p m 

Don’t miss out on the memories!  
Order your school yearbook 

before prices go up! 
 

• High School Yearbook: $43 

• Elementary/Middle School 
      Yearbook: $18 

 
Order online at www.jostens.com or 
email cklismith@abschools.k12.wi.us to request an 
order form. 

The Class of 2027 
Graduation date has been 

rescheduled to  
Friday, May 21, 2027. 

 
Due to a conflict with the WIAA spring schedule, the 
Almond-Bancroft school board has changed the date of 
the Class of 2027 graduation to Friday, May 21 at 7:00 
p.m. Please make a note of this on your calendars.  

Thursday 

October  

8th 

Almond-Bancroft Schools 
FALL 

https://www.jostens.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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