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Purpose of Today’s Conversation 
Coffee and Conversations is designed to be a welcoming space for parents 

and guardians to learn more about special education, ask general 

questions, and better understand the IEP process.

Our focus is on providing information, building understanding, and 

helping families know how to partner with their child’s IEP team.

To help keep our time helpful and respectful for everyone:

● Questions should be broad and general so the information can 

benefit the whole group.

● This is not a forum for promoting or advertising private companies, 

services, programs, or advocacy organizations.

We may not be able to address every individual situation during the 

session, but we are happy to help connect families with the appropriate 

person for follow-up after our meeting.



What is Special Education? 

Special education is individualized support and instruction designed to meet a student’s unique educational 

needs. It is not a specific place, but rather a set of services and supports provided to help a student access 

their education and make meaningful progress. Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 

special education is defined as specially designed instruction, provided at no cost to parents, to meet the 

unique needs of an eligible student with a disability.

Special education looks different for every student. 



What is an IEP? 
An Individualized Education 

Program (IEP) is a written plan 

developed by the IEP team that 

describes a student’s unique 

educational needs, goals, services, 

supports, and how progress will be 

measured. 

IEP team members may include some or all of the individuals listed, 
depending on the purpose of the meeting and the student’s 

needs. 



What is FAPE? 
Free Appropriate Public Education

Under IDEA, eligible students with disabilities are entitled to a public education that is appropriate 

to their individual needs and provided at no cost to their families.

● Free – Provided at no cost to the family

● Appropriate – Designed to meet the student’s individual educational needs

● Public – Provided through the public education system

● Education – Includes the special education and related services needed for the student to 

access and benefit from their education

FAPE is individualized to best meet the needs of the particular student. 



How Does a Student Become Eligible?   
✳ Autism (AUT) 

✳ Deafness (DEAF) (DHH) 

✳ Deaf-Blindness (DB) 

✳ Emotional Disability (ED) 

✳ Hard of Hearing/Hearing Impairment  (HH/HI) 

✳ Intellectual Disability (ID)

✳ Multiple Disabilities (MD)

✳ Orthopedic Impairment (OI)

✳ Other Health Impairment (OHI) 

✳ Specific Learning Disability (SLD) 

✳ Speech or Language Impairment (SLI) 

✳ Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

✳ Visual Impairment (VI) 

Having a diagnosis or disability does not 
automatically mean a student qualifies for 

special education. The IEP team determines 
whether the student meets eligibility criteria 

and needs special education and related 
services because of the disability.  



Supporting Students From Birth to Adulthood  
★ Birth to 36 Months 

○ Riverside County Office of Education
○ Inland Regional Center 
○ Infant /Early  Start Services 
○ Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) 

★ 36 Months to Ages 18/22
○ School District
○ Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

■ Age 18 - Graduate with a high school 
diploma or alternate pathway diploma

■ Age 22 - Certificate of completion for 
students in the Adult Transition 
Program

 



Common Acronyms Used During IEPs   
AAC – Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication

AP – Assessment Plan

APE - Adaptive Physical Education

AT – Assistive Technology

BIP - Behavior Intervention Plan 

FBA – Functional Behavior Assessment

FLS – Functional Life Skills

IEP – Individualized Education Program

LRE – Least Restrictive Environment

NOM – Notice of Meeting

OT – Occupational Therapy

PLAAFP – Present Levels of Academic 
Achievement and Functional Performance

PT – Physical Therapy

RSP – Resource Specialist Program

SAI – Specialized Academic Instruction

SDC – Special Day Class

SLP – Speech-Language Pathologist

SST – Student Study Team

SWD – Student with Disability

Click here to access a comprehensive list of  
Acronyms.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wvk_u8lt6QX_dzrjuoUFX9L8LOFXANMa/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107672150359039894653&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wvk_u8lt6QX_dzrjuoUFX9L8LOFXANMa/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107672150359039894653&rtpof=true&sd=true


Continuum of 
Special Education 

Services &  
Programs 



What is the IEP Process? 
Identification and Referral

Assessment and Evaluation

IEP Meeting and Development

IEP Implementation

Plan Review (annually)/Reevaluation (every three years)



Important Timelines  
★ 15 Days – After a referral for special education assessment, the school provides a 

response to the parents within 15 days.

★ 60 Days – Once the assessment plan is signed and returned, the school has 60 days to 
complete assessments and hold an IEP meeting to determine eligibility.

★ 30 Days - When there is a request for an IEP meeting to review part or all of it, the 
meeting will be held within 30 days. 

★ Plan Review – The IEP must be reviewed and updated at least once a year to evaluate 
progress and make any necessary adjustments.

★ Reevaluation – Every three years, a full reevaluation must be conducted to determine if 
the student continues to qualify for special education and to assess any changes in 
educational needs.

★ 5 Days – Upon a parent’s written request, the school provides access to student records 
within five days.

Note: Timelines pause during extended breaks (Winter, Spring, Summer) 



Procedural Safeguards/Parents’ Rights
The Notice of Procedural Safeguards explains the rights and 
protections available to parents and students throughout the special 
education process.

It includes information about:

● Parent participation in the IEP process

● Consent for assessment and services

● Access to educational records

● Prior Written Notice

● Independent Educational Evaluations

● Disagreements and dispute-resolution options

● Due process and complaint procedures

Parents receive information about these rights so they can 
understand and participate meaningfully in decisions about their 
child’s special education program.

 



Assessment Reports 
The assessment report summarizes the 
evaluations completed as part of the special 
education assessment process.

Parents may find information about:

● The areas that were assessed

● The assessments and other information 
used

● The student’s strengths and areas of need

● Assessment results and how they may 
affect learning

● Recommendations for the IEP team to 
consider

The assessment results help the IEP team make 
decisions about eligibility and educational needs.

 



Eligibility
This page documents the IEP team’s 
determination of whether the student meets 
criteria for special education services.

It includes:

● Demographic and contact information 

● Meeting type and purpose

● The student’s identified eligibility category 
or categories

● The disability or disabilities considered by 
the team

● Documentation of the team’s eligibility 
decision

Eligibility is determined by the IEP team based on 
assessment information and the student’s 
educational needs.

 

 



Present Levels
Present Levels describe where the student is 
currently performing and provide the foundation 
for the rest of the IEP.

This section includes information about:

● Academic and functional strengths

● Areas of need

● Current performance and assessment data

● Progress on previous IEP goals

● Parent concerns and input

  

 



Present Levels  
Present Levels also describe how the student’s 
disability affects their involvement and 
progress in the general education curriculum.

Information on these pages helps the team 
determine:

● Which areas need to be addressed 
through goals

● What services and supports may be 
needed

● How the student can access instruction 

 



Annual Goals  
Annual goals describe the skills the IEP 
team expects the student to work toward 
during the year.

Each goal includes:

● The area of need being addressed

● The student’s current level or 
baseline

● A measurable annual goal

● How progress will be measured

● When progress will be reported to 
parents

Goals should connect directly to needs 
identified in the student’s Present Levels.



Special Factors  
Special Factors identifies additional considerations 
that may affect a student’s education and need to be 
addressed by the IEP team.

Depending on the student, the team may discuss 
items  such as:

● Vision or hearing needs for students with 
visual impairments or who are deaf/hard of 
hearing 

● Assistive technology and AAC

● Transportation in the least restrictive 
environment 

● English language development needs

● Behavior that may impact learning

 



Statewide Assessments   
This section identifies how the student will 
participate in state and district assessments.

It may include:

● The assessment(s) the student will take

● Designated supports and accommodations

● Alternate assessments, when appropriate

● Supports that are also used during regular 
classroom instruction

 



Transition Pages   
Transition planning helps students and families prepare for 
changes that come with transitioning to adulthood.

The IEP team may discuss:

● Graduation requirements and diploma 
pathways

● Course selection and scheduling aligned 
directly with the student’s post-high school 
aspirations

● Transfer of rights that comes with students 
reaching the age of majority

● Student strengths, interests, and goals for 
their future

● Transition services  to assist  with successful 
transition from high school to adulthood

Transition plans are coordinated roadmaps designed to 
guide youth from high school into postsecondary 
education, employment, and independent living. 



Behavior Intervention Plans  
A Behavior Intervention Plan is a plan developed to 
help address behaviors that interfere with a student’s 
learning or participation at school.

It may include:

● The behavior being addressed

● Information about what may be contributing to 
the behavior

● Positive, proactive strategies and supports

● Replacement skills the student will be taught

● How staff will respond and provide support

● How progress will be monitored

Tier 2 supports provide more targeted interventions 
for students who need additional behavioral support.

Tier 3 supports are more individualized and intensive 
and may include a Functional Behavior Assessment 
(FBA) and a Behavior Intervention Plan.



Offer of FAPE - Services 
This section outlines the services and supports the 
IEP team determines are needed for the student to 
receive FAPE.

You will see:

● Specialized Academic Instruction (SAI)

● Related services

● Frequency and duration of services

● Where services will be provided

● Accommodations and other supports

● Start and end dates for services

Services are individualized based on the student’s 
needs and IEP goals.



Educational Setting  
This page describes where the student will receive 
their education and services and documents the 
student’s participation with general education peers.

It may include:

● The student’s educational placement

● Percentage of time inside and outside the 
general education setting

● Participation in extracurricular and 
nonacademic activities

● Information related to Least Restrictive 
Environment (LRE)

● Placement is determined by the IEP team 
based on the individual needs of the student.



Emergency Contingency 
The Emergency Conditions Provision Plan explains 
how special education and related services may be 
provided if instruction or services cannot be delivered 
in the usual way because of an emergency condition.

It documents how the student may receive:

● Specialized Academic Instruction

● Related services

● Accommodations and supports

● Access to instructional materials



Signature & Parent Consent 
The signature and consent page documents 
participation in the IEP meeting and the 
parent/guardian’s response to the district’s offer.

Parents may:

● Provide consent to the IEP

● Consent to only part of the IEP

● Indicate disagreement with portions of the IEP

● Request additional discussion or another 
meeting



Community Resources for Parents 



Contact Information 
If you have questions or concerns 
about your student’s IEP, please 
contact your student’s case 
manager or administrator at the 
school site via email or phone.  

If you need to speak to a district 
administrator, please contact the 
Program Specialist assigned to 
your student’s site.





Upcoming Events



Expanded 
Learning Family 
Opportunity for 
Students with 
Special Needs 



Thank you! 


