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72 Linwood Drive, Lincoln NH 03251
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Peter Stivali, CAGS Matthew Manning, MBA
Principal Director of Elementary Education
Athletic Director

September 30, 2026

Dear Families,

As we work to ensure that every student has access to healthy, nourishing meals during the school day, we want to share
an important reminder about our School Meal Charging and Payment Policy and how to apply for the Free and Reduced-

Price Meal Program.

School Meal Charging and Payment Policy (Policy EF-R Attached)

To ensure all children receive a nutritious meal, Lin-Wood maintains the following charging guidelines:

Meal Access: No student will ever be denied a complete, reimbursable meal due to a lack of funds or an
outstanding account balance.

Account Balances: Parents and guardians are responsible for maintaining a positive balance in their child(ren)'s
lunch account. Payment notifications reminders will be sent via email or letter. Payment may be made to the Food
Service Manager at the point of sale using cash or check or though MY SCHOOL BUCKS.

A la Carte Items: Students with a zero or negative account balance will not be permitted to charge for a la carte
items or incomplete, non-reimbursable meals.

Free & Reduced-Price Meal Applications (Attached)

We encourage all families to submit an application for the Free and Reduced-Price Meal Program. Even if you are not
sure if you qualify, applying helps ensure our school receives essential state and federal funding for educational

programs.

You can complete and submit a Free and Reduced-Price Meal Application at any time during the school year. If your
family experiences a change in financial circumstances at any point such as a job transition, a change in household
income, or a change in family size, you are eligible to apply or re-apply immediately. Applications can be downloaded from
https://www.lin-wood.org/departments/food-service. Paper forms are also available in the main school office. All
applications and student status information are kept strictly confidential.

Thank you for your partnership in keeping our students fed, healthy, and ready to learn. If you have questions about your
child(ren)’'s meal account balance please contact Darlene Stokowski: Phone: (603) 745-2214 ext. 228 Email:
foodservice@lin-wood.org. If you need assistance completing a Free and Reduced application, please contact Billie
Barnett Phone: (603) 745-2214 ext. 240 Email: bbarnett@lin-wood.org or Erin Bell Phone: (603) 745-2214 ext. 204 Email:

ebell@lin-wood.org.

Peter Stivali
Principal

Middle/High School Fax: (603) 745-6797
Elementary Fax: (603) 745-3730
Accredited by New England Association of Schools and Colleges



EF-R
SCHOOL MEAL CHARGING AND PAYMENT

The Lincoln-Woodstock School District believes that no child can learn while hungry. Therefore in order to support the
success of our schools, any student that is hungry and wants to eat, either breakfast or lunch, will be fed a complete,
reimbursable meal, regardless of the balance of their student account. No student will be turned away, no meals will
be taken away at the point of service and no student will be given an alternative meal as a result of no funds to purchase

a meal.

All complete, reimbursable meals will be charged to the student account at the appropriate meal costs (Reduced Price
or Paid). As an Offer versus Serve (OVS) School, our definition of a complete, reimbursable meal includes the following
food components: Meat/Meat Alternate, Grain, Fruit, Vegetable, Milk. The student must take at least 3 food
components, with one of the selections being either a Fruit or a Vegetable.

A la carte food items or incomplete, non-reimbursable meals will not be allowed to be purchased if a student has a

negative account balance.

Schools may not do the following (reference United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition, Instruction
765-7, Revision 2):

» Deny meals to free students regardless of any other charges at the school;

« Deny meals to any student for disciplinary reasons;

Payment to the students’ food service accounts may be made by cash or check to the Food Service Director or at the
Point of Service (register). Payment may also be made using the School District’s current online school payment system.

It is the responsibility of each household to maintain a positive balance in their student’s food service account. When
the student account balance goes below $0.00, the Building Administrator or designee will contact the household by
email or letter. The Food Services Director shall also attempt to contact the household by telephone to establish a
payment arrangement prior to small claims. The District’s Free and Reduced Determining Official shall reach out to
families and provide paperwork and resources as needed. All attempts to collect outstanding funds will be documented
and collected through small claims court at the expense of the child’s parents/legal guardians.

Any processing fees incurred for returned checks will be charged to the student’s food service account for payment by

the household.

If a student leaves the district, for any reason, their food service account will be reimbursed to the household in full.

At the end of the school year, any account that is still delinquent will be written off as bad debt and will be made
whole by the school district.

Legal References:
A Provision of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, USDA

Legal References Disclaimer: These references are not intended to be considered part of this policy, nor should they be
taken as a comprehensive statement of the legal basis for the Board to enact this policy, nor as a complete recitation of
related legal authority. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of

the policy.



USDA

1
all United States Department of Agriculture

Application Prototype Cover Page

OMB Number: 0584-0026
Expiration Date: 07/31/2023

This information is being collected to assist the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) in providing
program operators an application prototype for participation in the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) and the School Breakfast Program (SBP). This application prototype meets all of the
regulatory requirements. While it is voluntary for program operators to use this application prototype,
the information it collects is required for applicants to obtain program benefits in accordance with the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (NSLA) (42 U.S.C. § 1758). FNS does not use the
information collected at the local level. This collection requests personally identifiable information
under the Privacy Act of 1974; all responses are to be kept private to the extent provided by law.
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a
person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB
control number. The OMB control number for this information collection is 0584-0026. The time
required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 7 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and
Nutrition Service, Child Nutrition, Office of Policy Support, 1320 Braddock Place, 5t Floor,
Alexandria, VA 22314, ATTN: PRA (0584-0026). Do not return the completed form to this address.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender
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