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Dear San Mateo County Students, Families, Residents, Friends, and Partners,  

  
The San Mateo County Office of Education has received credible reports of increased federal immigration 

enforcement activity in the Bay Area. We know many students, families, and educators are feeling fear and 

uncertainty, and we want to reassure you that our schools are, and will remain, places of safety, learning, and 

belonging for every child.  

  
What is true today: 

• Every student is entitled to a free public education regardless of immigration status. This is settled law 

under Plyler v. Doe. 

• Schools do not ask about a student’s or family’s immigration status as a condition of enrollment. 

• Student records are protected by federal and state privacy laws. We do not release personally 

identifiable student information without a lawful court order. 

• We will maintain safe and supportive campuses. Learning cannot happen when students are afraid, so 

we will take concrete steps to reduce fear, share facts, and keep routines stable. 

What we are doing now: 

• Coordinating with district leaders to ensure consistent information goes out to families in the top 

languages spoken in our county. 

• Communicating with school districts about student and family rights, attendance, and privacy to 

ensure staff can respond accurately to questions. 

• Increasing mental health and wellness support for students who may be experiencing stress, anxiety, 

or trauma. 

• Working with trusted community partners to connect families with legal information, Know Your 

Rights materials, and rapid response support. 

What families can do: 

• Keep children in school. School is a safe and stabilizing place for learning, nutrition, and support. 

• Make an emergency family plan. Identify a trusted adult who can pick up your child if needed and 

ensure the school has current contact information. 

• Reach out to your principal, counselor, or family liaison with questions. 

If you see ICE activity in San Mateo County or if you know someone who has been detained, please 

call the Rapid Response Hotline for San Mateo County: (203) 666-4472 (or 203 NO-MIGRA).  

  

https://mcusercontent.com/58b81e659adeb7cf06605ae76/files/9e3947a7-0b06-c56a-796c-80143c598586/SMC_Orange_cards_Sept_2025_print.pdf
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Additional resources: 

• Bay Area Resources / Recursos del Área de la Bahía 

o Bay Area Legal Aid / Asistencia legal del Área de la Bahía (English / Español) 

o Local Legal Resources / Recursos legales locales (English / Español) 

o San Mateo County Office of Education - Resources for Undocumented Students and Families 

/ Recursos para apoyar a familias indocumentadas de la Oficina de Educación del Condado de 

San Mateo (English / Español) 

o Faith in Action Rapid Response / Faith in Action Línea de Respuesta Comunitaria  (English / 

Español) 

• California State Resources / Recursos del Estado de California 

o CA.gov - Immigration and California Families / CA.gov - Inmigracion y familias en 

California (English / Español) 

o CA Department of Justice - Know Your Educational Rights (English) / CA Departamento de 

Justicia - Conozca sus derechos educativos (Español) 

o CA Department of Justice - Quick reference guide for school officials (English) 

• National Resources / Recursos nacionales 

o Immigrants Rising (English) 

o ACLU - Student Rights (English) 

o ACLU - Immigrant Rights / Derechos de los Inmigrantes (English / Español) 

o Family Preparedness Plan - ILRC (English) / Plan de preparación familiar - ILRC (Español) 

o Community Resources - ILRC (English) 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/R2jVp3UJveER3PL5oeEaEg~~/AAAAARA~/uNkLAvDiYohF2WIC2e4qEnid1iYvfPeZMHnxMUUZ6mWUVkhrUv6tT5v8goHT-xzgqiE8s_zRTUzyk8vVJYHGfRpfdL0D-orpa16GGXZhYFI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/-p2kgWkSkUAlnExpltHnUQ~~/AAAAARA~/DjLQqNcvfoMWruSyrHyFKdVlpEk1enYz4U0gbxt1voHELqahfMoDjQNJ1-iLJkjsVwCNhjrvtuLQoxpkqR_9xDa4cQ1xZ3-dMzaUmHx2lLHoQbT2oJQUYY2Xl8_gh0q6KstHBTGS8zQfWTRL4K51iX2rPOkbabMOkbEe01g3bi10eUdnHvh2x8vY4isfjfkY4mtLENf6t_DPdWo0dkKbpQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/cbDCL_5TYchyxLmKDCWZEg~~/AAAAARA~/a7c4fwqV2zlGB6X7vGJB1sUP5ntm27so48u46iMM_l9qHqTDt86dKcvS_daLUdd8pBGr4r5c6rbJY8l8t0DnL9YR64fVvAT9SIeNxUpoPtzdJmhuqV1LA9j6WTGstf1Et5BcCpyUmSXowlsZvTFpiA2kviUo2wGc7ivyCo8bxAGJkEzauJ2JdmzWBQz1ocekcEoj1g0WqwIP3iN3_nApCQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/cbDCL_5TYchyxLmKDCWZEg~~/AAAAARA~/a7c4fwqV2zlGB6X7vGJB1sUP5ntm27so48u46iMM_l9qHqTDt86dKcvS_daLUdd8pBGr4r5c6rbJY8l8t0DnL9YR64fVvAT9SIeNxUpoPtzdJmhuqV1LA9j6WTGstf1Et5BcCpyUmSXowlsZvTFpiA2kviUo2wGc7ivyCo8bxAGJkEzauJ2JdmzWBQz1ocekcEoj1g0WqwIP3iN3_nApCQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/cbDCL_5TYchyxLmKDCWZEg~~/AAAAARA~/a7c4fwqV2zlGB6X7vGJB1sUP5ntm27so48u46iMM_l9qHqTDt86dKcvS_daLUdd8pBGr4r5c6rbJY8l8t0DnL9YR64fVvAT9SIeNxUpoPtzdJmhuqV1LA9j6WTGstf1Et5BcCpyUmSXowlsZvTFpiA2kviUo2wGc7ivyCo8bxAGJkEzauJ2JdmzWBQz1ocekcEoj1g0WqwIP3iN3_nApCQ~~
https://www.faithinactionba.org/rapid-response
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KqPkYu3PpFRaRZUxJLutew~~/AAAAARA~/lHNhmtfyPdHl3HXyyAZhgE6FfrklzXAC6gSKfWEVpPX4wZXf4YRe6kQrofGr4dXVnHEIDSsv1kMnRnrjsjVmOqy_-J8wiLLXrROTrHIATtsnLQ3kPVALba93ipl3eI8f
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KqPkYu3PpFRaRZUxJLutew~~/AAAAARA~/lHNhmtfyPdHl3HXyyAZhgE6FfrklzXAC6gSKfWEVpPX4wZXf4YRe6kQrofGr4dXVnHEIDSsv1kMnRnrjsjVmOqy_-J8wiLLXrROTrHIATtsnLQ3kPVALba93ipl3eI8f
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/DL3jhnvnIg-oWDAMclsi4Q~~/AAAAARA~/5i0eTHiznPxAcKhlFzAVaY7itypOZAo9df9ZVbdutdM2fhC_nLEqNzWBH_Frl9ZSOqnAdAKCqWrf099IQnuvYOlFqALE5vAxGbWt0BQd1FuYVJSKlg5oI--dFciQq5xLQGz2vRNRAaSJtwwtYa8iq-_Bn1gBzMmqbaBdOyK2M3GqvNaIf_wJc09IGgCpS5sU
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ehWmV1DwcBlB4dZY0nmZMQ~~/AAAAARA~/ss5r3Id8ojU7oXjhZ_IrcT4-jhs2n3Gn6O0-KfZO8LOLNVBCBpANt98-xlzaGBvlSo4ZuQo6gKtzlbKC25kfjk4v2uwwVNUkcUtfj_mBPlWrl_OcUr2J8y6IaTibRgsb1kHNL0h-LEwrSTy_dPmyf6bVKSmJV-C8CFs-slQIw2ae4hWZgrY2Piyf4fSU8WUr
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ehWmV1DwcBlB4dZY0nmZMQ~~/AAAAARA~/ss5r3Id8ojU7oXjhZ_IrcT4-jhs2n3Gn6O0-KfZO8LOLNVBCBpANt98-xlzaGBvlSo4ZuQo6gKtzlbKC25kfjk4v2uwwVNUkcUtfj_mBPlWrl_OcUr2J8y6IaTibRgsb1kHNL0h-LEwrSTy_dPmyf6bVKSmJV-C8CFs-slQIw2ae4hWZgrY2Piyf4fSU8WUr
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/oHA-y-1JgrxLxmeOJ1MyEQ~~/AAAAARA~/DYkX5X6uD12kseka62j1mFSMkNsrQLLqvOc_vUtDQ3VKA6GDkTDcfjJu5sreJTvSIKplQcNV-ZY6nYCIrObTz27Ehug4eIthbwbALKpayaNXvHt_Mpjv8zlJd8C_jvEYVoKhsmF6CEeTkxw20PuAxd1VfxbD7-1pElylRgKOBH8hin8sOYkUd7JA-Kmyaph8rfCX7VYeGziZrJBFHnXbXfFSActH1eBKgRgrzBD4Z4U~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/kP3bdQE9fkf-YIrkO3fh6w~~/AAAAARA~/TSXeSSUSMb-6Jc5hyfqUzKy5W8AHTKNshTzmGM6XB0f8r0JFkD1TX3qbnkDEu6ZRCYrtM6EB0VcJGdnG5sbd0ZM0C-DxbsRiXM6Te8iurLIBOsr7JSQ0i_3CHXv-GLH1l2oE6V3eOGagzO6VlId9c8i6VXbiiBMdVcUrOzYa8Xs~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/NUz--q1ahEsuLxAUucXbSQ~~/AAAAARA~/QXQQY9kWe0sVGYtBgWFXQ4RUOdc0fnxaIJAacGbOAb_ettUFzmeOSEYnA2jjzNafXNt_g2Hh118hFaYHhR6Gcj0xm1AsTCtB2ckA2iKS2qaGfTjNnG-uJ6Ra0F6sHZMJS6qH2ZtAaANw-IanLP64MXRiNd5de0QbbOkr8rxfkKghc0TuwAtRMm26Cu0Xfu-N-tfgML0K5hodFXTdDEK_-Q~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/eM6xGafwuWDdchVaQib1zA~~/AAAAARA~/V0siRkV8ojZmtMj4gPvW0x6HCN6HIMADnVNLHGC9Jt124y-YShKgj0X_6ZqMlwuUqHA2TiqXzraRrjv6DUucCvhiaRiXX-Bjod_Ft0EdJ7O3L42gqwPGVS3mY_oCtvyXrI8ZortUfjP92qROLUMe6bFxE2bje18k8zUjgNNVb_8~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/G4FHpy2K09-vv6Q4NqhKhQ~~/AAAAARA~/ss5r3Id8ojU7oXjhZ_IrcT4-jhs2n3Gn6O0-KfZO8LPTCNkBEQXYaGkf0kFTv1YLfVU_XlkwW7Dr2jS4utTjLQ2sK3mQJCq0AyrqknfBPRGa5OoT5XOQgZC-IQIxaKVi6nCgN10Mxgj-kd8cpCmfpQSq1Ywg2GSf-JOYFYljmGcpxIiGpnk4_pt0y5HLgRGN
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/rct9O2-s7PXu-hEBtKgv8g~~/AAAAARA~/QXQQY9kWe0sVGYtBgWFXQ3b_SnoQSigudaEmUP3q10DeKgs5ZDt4gBndG2W6bl2fJpjtrxE_NdPkf6N7FLSKaKk4B42iIgUf3R5sWxC0HnmHBsOaca03A2xF3dhboG0fE8S3RT-1mo2IJk1Bv_A6dWu7eCTyzp5E9a6LhC1vvxTvXl2xMCdYBlAdYjtzj2tfyOyQ8NW8t_yUCdczcJXU4A~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_JaUhqnYrgEGHf3idpgVEQ~~/AAAAARA~/4etBm88sFFyyiMrFCcHDLYjVwsrfkn3xNkXpNoUjTcANrwe-nQMYwDcff-S9hk79HxRvkmQxwx62jvBtmaSsm6SbeHKE3BZ5MQvTYyLzkuGktwxrF_NJbSI2m0xKIbYIdJz8owLM1W-KWuyyTHPr-Q~~
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To our students: You belong in our schools. You are valued. Your dreams strengthen this community.  

Together, we will continue to protect the dignity, safety, and promise of every child who walks through our 

school doors. 

In solidarity and commitment, 

  
Marco A. Chávez  

San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools 


