


WHY Attendance Matters

The same thing applies to friendships ~ the more
they're in school, the deeper the friendships they'll make,
the greater the sense of belonging at school.

MATTERS

SCHOOL +YOU = SUCCESS >



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g_tfUyroZM

When Do Absences
Become a Problem?

CHRONIC ABSENCE Chronic absenteeism is widely

18 or more days defined as missing 10 percent

or more of school days in a school
year for any reason, including
excused and unexcused absences.
This can translate into missing

15 or more

days per year or 3 days per month.

10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY
9 or fewer absences

Did You Know?




Tardies and/or Early Out

e When your child arrives late to School, or leaveS early, S/he misses
instruction and or Support of a lesSon.

e TFrequent tardieS or early outs can add up to a consSiderable amount of
learning lost, and can Seriously diSadvantage your child.

Minutes Tardy or Leaving Early Days worth of teaching LOST in a School year

5 minutes 3.4 days
10 minutes 6.9 days
15 minutes 10.3 days
20 minutes 13.8 days

30 minutes 20.7 days




Who Can Read on Grade Level After 8rd Grade?®

» 64%

of kids with good attendance in K and 1st

(missed 9 or fewer days both years)

> 43%

of kids with at-risk attendance
(missed more than 9 days both years)

Chronic absence in Lower levels of Lower achievement as
kindergarten literacy in first grade far out as fifth grade
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> 41%

of kids chronically absent in K or lst
(missed 18 or mors days one year)
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> 17%

“)&

of kids chronically absent in K and lst

(missed 18 or more days both ysars)




Make Attendance a

e Establish routines for bedtime, waking up, and leaving for
School.

e Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before .

e Develop back-up plans for getting your child to School.

e When School iS in SeSSion, avoid extended family vacations
or non-urgent appointments.

e Continue to engage in learning if absent and at home by

reading , writing , and working on assignmenfs




School Goal: 987 or higher each week

weekly Drawing for Perfect Attendance (no Absences,
Tardies, or Early Outs)

Monthly Class Top / Attendance = 15 minutesS extra recess

*#xStill encouraging parents to keep sick kids home

Attendance Goal & Rewards <



BP 5113(a)
Students

ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

The Governing Board believes that regular attendance plays an important role in achievement.

The Board shall work with parents/guardians and students to ensure their compliance with all state
attendance laws and may use appropriate legal means to correct problems of chronic absence or
truancy.

Absence from school shall be excused only for health reasons, family emergencies, and justifiable
personal reasons, as permitted bylaw, Board policy, and administrative regulation. (Education Code
48205)

Student absence for religious instruction or participation in religious exercises away from school
property may be considered excused subject to law and administrative regulations. (Education Code
46014)

Inasmuch as school attendance and class participation are integral to students' learning experiences,
parents/guardians and students shall be encouraged to schedule medical and other appointments
during non-school hours.

Students shall not be absent from school without their parents/guardians' knowledge or consent,
except in cases of medical emergency or, as authorized pursuant to Education Code 46010.1, for a
confidential medical appointment.

The Board shall, by resolution entered into its minutes, approve reasonable methods that may be used
to verify student absences due to illness or quarantine. (5 CCR 421)



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1750091213/wsdk8us/sss3cauup8kcapoqp5fz/BP5113AbsencesandExcuses-Revised121423.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i5KxggkPTw

BP 5113.1(a)
Students

CHRONIC ABSENCE AND TRUANCY

The Governing Board believes that absentecism, whatever the cause, may be an early warning sign
of poor academic achievement and may put students at risk of dropping out of school. The Board
desires to ensure that all students attend school in accordance with the state's compulsory education
law and take full advantage of educational opportunities provided by the district.

The Superintendent or designee shall establish a system to accurately track student attendance in order
to identify individual students who are chronic absentees and truants, as defined in law and
administrative regulation, and to identify patterns of absence throughout the district.

The Superintendent, attendance supervisor, or designee shall consult with students, parents/guardians, c H 0 N I c ABSEN c E

school staff, and community agencies, as appropriate, to identify factors contributing to chronic
absence and truancy.

The Superintendent, attendance supervisor, or designee shall develop a tiered approach fo reducing

chronic absence. Such an approach shall include strategies for preventing attendance problems, which Counts on |y unexcused Counts all absences:

may include, but are not limited to, efforts to provide a safe and positive school environment, relevant

and engaging learming experiences, school activities that help develop students' feclings of absences excused, unexcused &

with the school, school-based health services, letters alerting parents/guardians to the
value of regular school attendance, and incentives and rewards to recognize students who achieve

cxcellontatendance or s p in Emphasizes compliance suspensions

The tiered approach shall also provide for early outreach to students as soon as they show signs of Wlth SChOOl rules Em phasizes academic

poor attendance or if they were chronically absent in the prior school year. Early intervention may

include personalized outreach, individual attendance plans, and/or mentoring to students with < . .

enodersts lowels of chronle abseace, wih addifional infaive, nferagency wrap-eround servioes for Relies on legal & impact of missed days

students with the highest level of absence. o b d
ini i i mmunity-

Students with serious attendance problems shall be provided with interventions specific to their needs, administrative solutions Uses co unity-based,

which may include. but are not limited to, health care referrals, transportation assistance, counseling e .

for mental or emotional difficultics, academic supports, efforts to address school or community safety positive strategies

concerns, discussions with the student and parent/guardian about their attitudes regarding schooling,

or other strategies to remove identified barriers to school attendance. The Superintend di

supervisor, or designee may collaborate with child welfare law enforcement, courts, public

health care agencics, other government agencics, and/or medical, mental health, and oral health care

providers to make alternative educational programs and support services available for students and

.
families. Attendance

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that staff assigned to fulfill attendance-related duties are
trained in implementing a trauma-informed approach to chronic absence and receive information
about the high correlation between chronic absence and exposure to adverse childhood experiences

Chronic Absence & Truancy



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1750091213/wsdk8us/awpxo50tmirhonajc2r4/BP51131ChronicAbsenceandTruancy-Adopted121423.pdf
https://www.attendanceworks.org/whats-the-difference-between-chronic-absence-and-truancy/

Clear ONE AbSence each
Saturday
8:00am - 12:15pm
October 24, December 5, January 23,
March 20, April 24, May 8
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‘Westminster Sclmnl District

Master Independ

T Py 6155

Student's Name:

School Girade:
Term of Program (Dates): Number of School Days:
Reason for Independent Study

Independent Study Program: @ )y __ Long Term (16 days up1o 1 school y

tudents may paricipate in Short Term Independent Study program for a minimum of three consecutive days and a maximum

of 15 consccutive days. Students may participate in the Long Term Independent Study program for a maimum of one school
i ca o et th ullowog koot Y

Subjecs to be taught: Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Physical Education, Special Programs, and the Arts, with

the goal of meeting or ex hmunmmmm tandards for the grade

Th Asrgmnent Cover Shect il the coun descripon, bjcives, sudy mehods, cvluaion mcthods, md rtcurces

coverd b thin Agreement Wit e suppor f e par, g,

befor the dus date and manmer spociied in Asignment Cover Shec

satisfactory manner. Incomplete work or unaceeptable work will not b

According (0 Died ol 158, o graden TX through 84, the i cngh of i allned bt i g

dependen study is an appropriate strategy for this
i onc woek ofthe child enun o sgbool,
mgmlwnu.\' ‘must partcipate in weekly teacher check-ins. Teachers will
s academic progress in-person.
S stud nthm s consocutve daye; ot o eassd 2 ool yeas)in grade Kindegar
erades 1 10 8, may participate n the program duc (0 student needing alemative program du o iliness, extended travel, or
Femporary reocation. Assigacd teacher will sign clsswork and sommnicate bow ofien work isreamed during
articipaiion in program.
TR e s s S T S A
Academic and other support (academic intervention, additional teacher meetings, requi
o of stacks who aro ook pectoeing o, mm Fove o needsoparsin e
onal needs in order to be consistent with the student’s individualized
education program or S04 plan, pupils in foster care or experiencing homelessness, and pupils requiring mental health support
Independent Study s ptonaleducaton shemaive inwhic tidents ar o ered o paticpate, Whie e st i
tudy Program, the parent o

scd. The parent o guardisn assumes al lablity forthe safey and welare of the siudent while o
Indey
Tunderstand and agree to these provisions:
Parent/ Guardian;
Student:
Teacher
Principal:

ot sl e sign o day penecement of e it doyofthe pupitscvclment inindeperent sudy SEC 31747 () (9)
shal b e of e S1747 ) O).

plcte upon cvaluation of asugnment!
riify that the above-named student has met the curriculr objecti e given assignment(s) and completed all work i a saisfctory mamner.

Teacher Signature: Date:

Rev. 8/2025 PP-58

Students may participate in wSD's
Short Term Independent Study
program for 1-15 conSecutive days
or Long Term Independent Study
for more than 16 days.

See the Front Office for more info!

Independent Study
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Principal Tardif
atardif@wsdks.us
(714) 894-7271



mailto:atardif@wsdk8.us

