
WHAT IS THE SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR?
LES Parent Meeting
Sept 30th 2026



AGENDA

• What is the SS Fair

• Due Dates/Timeline (HANDOUT)

• How does it support student learning and achievement

• What is quality work

• Exemplars

• Example SS Fair Interviews

• School Process for Preparation

• County and State Fair

• Parent/Family Expectations

• Q & A



WHAT IS THE 
SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR?

An Opportunity to Become a Historian or Expert on a Desired 
Topic of Choice

• Students select and research a Social Studies topic of 

choice based on current grade level standards
• Conduct research using credible sources
• Analyze findings and draw conclusions
• Create a display board and written component
• Present and discuss their learning

Important Due Dates (HANDOUT)

All project components are due by December 7, 2026



WHY DOES THE SOCIAL 
STUDIES FAIR MATTER?

SUPPORTING LEARNING 
& ACHIEVEMENT

Students develop:

• Research skills

• Critical thinking

• Reading and note-taking 
skills

• Writing and organization

• Public speaking and 
communication

• Time management

COLLEGE AND CAREER 
READY SKILLS

• Problem-solving

• Analyzing information

• Presenting ideas clearly



PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

• Research of chosen topic

• Abstract (maximum 150 
words)

• Bibliography

• Display board/backboard

• Interview preparation

Written components:

• Three Source Reflection 
Documents

• Typed in Calibri, 12-point 
font

• 1-inch margins

• Consistent citation format



DISPLAY BOARD/SOURCE DOCUMENT



WHAT DOES QUALITY WORK LOOK LIKE?

Characteristics of Strong Projects

 Clear research question

 Accurate information from credible sources

 Strong organization

 Student-created work

 Neat and visually appealing display
 Proper citations and bibliography

 Demonstrates learning and understanding

Remember:
"The project should represent the student's work, 

not the work of a parent or expert."



SS FAIR EXEMPLARS

• What makes 
these projects 
successful?

• How do they 
demonstrate 
student 
learning?



DISPLAY BOARD EXPECTATIONS

Maximum dimensions:
• 48 inches wide (open)
• 30 inches deep
• 60 inches high

Display should include:
• Topic title
• Background information
• Research question
• Findings and evidence
• Conclusions

Required paperwork should be displayed separately 

on the table.



Prepare your Student for the Interview 

Preparing Students to Discuss Their 

Learning

Possible interview questions:

• Why did you choose this topic?
• What was your research question?
• What was the most important thing you 

learned?
• Which source was most helpful?
• What conclusions did you reach?
• If you continued this project, what 

would you study next?

Practice Tip

Students should explain ideas in their own 

words.  Practice makes perfect.



HOW LES 
TEACHERS AND 
ADMINISTRATION 
WILL SUPPORT 
STUDENTS

At school, students 
will receive:

• Topic selection support

• Research guidance

• Note-taking instruction

• Writing support

• Checkpoints and feedback

• Interview practice

Teachers will monitor project 
progress and provide assistance 
throughout the process. However, 
remember that the construction of 
the display board is fully 
completed at home.



TIMELINE & 
CHECKPOINTS

Plan Ahead for Success

Suggested Milestones:
• Topic Selection
• Research Collection
• Note-Taking
• Abstract Completion
• Bibliography Completion
• Display Board Construction
• Interview Practice

Important Reminder

"The project should be completed over 

several weeks, not several nights. Follow 

the provided checklist, timeline and 

due dates."



COUNTY AND STATE FAIR OPPORTUNITIES

Beyond the School Level

Outstanding projects may:
• Advance to the county competition
• Potentially advance to the state level

Students gain:
• Recognition
• Scholarship opportunities
• Academic confidence
• Experience presenting to judges



PARENT & FAMILY 
EXPECTATIONS

FAMILIES SHOULD:

• Encourage and motivate students

• Help create a schedule

• Provide research and project 
materials

• Assist with proofreading

• Monitor progress and deadlines

• Practice interview questions with 
students

FAMILIES SHOULD NOT:

• Complete the work for students

• Write the project components

• Create the research findings

Student ownership is essential for success.



FAQ

• Can my child use internet 

sources?

• How many sources are required?

• How is the project judged?

• Is the display board optional?



ANY QUESTIONS?

We're Here to Help

Contact Information:
• Your Child’s Teacher (On Parent Square)
• Mrs. Clark – Media Specialist (bclark@rockdale.k12.ga.us)
• Assistant Principal Alexandra Mitchell (amitchell@rockdale.k12.ga.us)

Thank you for partnering with us to support student success!

Our goal is not just a completed project, but a 

student who learns how to research, think critically, 

and communicate effectively.
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