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Tonight’s Agenda

What is SoR?
What is the Science of 

Reading? 

State Literacy Policy
What is Maryland 

requiring around literacy?

Classroom Impact
What’s happening in 

classrooms?

Now What?
What are our next steps 

with Science of Reading?
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What is 
Science of 
Reading ?



Definition

Science of Reading is an 
interdisciplinary body of research 
spanning cognitive science, 
educational psychology, and 
instructional design to examine 
how humans acquire, retain, and 
utilize knowledge (Heal & Lee, 
2026)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtDEMHMRd8E






Maryland’s 
Literacy Policy



Key Components 
of the MD Policy

System of support for educators (both 
preservice and inservice)

Instructional supports like coaching, 
co-planning, job-embedded professional 
learning

Reading instruction, assessment, and 
intervention (Ready to Read Act)

Parent Involvement, possible student 
retention based on proficiency



Classroom 
Impact



Classroom Impact

Tiered Support
Supplemental 

instruction as needed

Instruction
Explicit instruction on 

foundational skills

Differentiated Support
Assistance for all 

student groups (SWD, 
ML, etc)

Evidence-Based
Utilizing materials that 

show results



Next Steps



Where do we go 
from here?

3
Adopt and implement 
State Policy (pending 

final approval)

1
Continued teacher 

and admin learning 
on Science of 

Reading

2
Provide interventions 

and report progress to 
families



Questions
?


