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EDUCATION 
 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Ph.D. (Systematic Theology), diss. magna cum laude, 2004 
 
University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 
M.Th. (Theological Ethics), cum laude, 1999 
B.Th. (M.Div. equivalent), cum laude, 1995 
B.A. (Law), 1991, with addition of supplemental year in theological studies, 1992 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS HELD 
 
Union Presbyterian Seminary   
Assistant Professor of Theology and Ethics since July 1, 2019 
 
Villanova University  
Assistant Professor, Lawrence C. Gallen Teaching Faculty, ACS Program, 2016-2019 
Lawrence C. Gallen Fellow, Augustine and Culture Seminar (ACS) Program, 2005-2016 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Core Humanities, 2004-2005 
 
TEACHING AND ADVISING 
 
Union Presbyterian Seminary 
Introduction to Theology I, II, and BLP, various semesters 
Mary for Protestants, Fall 2026 
The Many Faces of Jesus, Fall 2024, Fall 2026  
Germany/Poland travel seminar, The Shoah and its Aftermath (with Dr. Tripodi), May 2026 
Paul Tillich, Theologian of Culture and Politics, Spring 2025 
South Africa travel seminar, Contemporary Confessions (University of Stellenbosch), May 2024 
Womanist, Feminist, and Mujerista Theologies (with Dr. Jones Quarles), Fall 2022 
Theology and the Struggle for Justice, Fall 2021, Fall 2023, Fall 2025 
Christianity and Judaism (with Dr. Luckritz-Marquis), Fall 2022 
Theological Hermeneutics (D.Min. seminar), Spring 2022 
Introduction to Ethics, Spring 2022 
Theology and the Arts, Fall 2021 
Spirit in the World (with Dr. Taneti), Spring 2021 
Paul Tillich: Theologian of the Boundaries, Fall 2020 
Confessions, May 2020 
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Political Theology, Fall 2019 
Directed studies on feminist theologies, eco-theology, Calvinism, Mariology 
Project advising for multiple Th.M., M.A.P.T., and D.Min. students 
 
Villanova University 
 
Ancients and Moderns (two-semester interdisciplinary humanities freshman seminar),  
      College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Professional Studies, 2004-2019 
The Many Faces of Jesus (undergraduate theology elective), Theology Department, Fall 2018 
Graduate Seminar on Social Justice, Liberal Studies Program, Spring 2012, Fall 2016 
Graduate Seminar on Feminist Theology, Theology Department, Summer 2013 
Christian Faith and Life (undergraduate core course), Theology Department, Fall 2012 
One Church, many churches (undergraduate elective), Theology Department, Spring 2007, 2009 
Christology and Culture (undergraduate elective), Honors Program, Fall 2006, 2008 
Interdisciplinary Humanities: Medieval Theology, Honors Program, 2006 
Master’s Thesis adviser, Liberal Studies Program, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2018 
Qualifying Portfolio committee member, Liberal Studies Program, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2018 
Comprehensive Exam Committee member, Theology Department, 2013-2014 
 
Other 
 
External dissertation committee member at the Schools of Theology at the University of 
Stellenbosch (2008, 2015), Pretoria (2009), and the Western Cape (2021), South Africa. 
 
TEACHING INTERESTS 
 
Systematic/Constructive Theology, Theological Ethics, Public Theology 
 
SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Books 
  
Editor, The Political Theology of Paul Tillich, Lexington Press (2024)  
 
Sexism and Sin-Talk: Feminist Conversations on the Human Condition, Westminster John Knox 
Press (2019). Winner of the 2020 Andrew Murray/Desmond Tutu Book Prize.  
 
Current book-length research project 
  
Mary Matters: The Case for a Protestant Mariology  
 
Peer-reviewed journal articles  
 
“A Chorus of Dissent: The Confession of Belhar in Conversation with the Kairos Document and 
Ubuntu Theology,” Journal of Reformed Theology, vol. 20 no. 1-2, 2026  
 



 “Public Theology and the Linguistic Turn,” Stellenbosch Theological Journal, vol. 8 no. 1, 2022  
 
“The Heidelberg Catechism on Human Sin and Misery,” Acta Theologica, Suppl. 20, 2014  
 
 “Responding to the Kairos of HIV/AIDS,” Theology Today, vol. 65:3, October 2008  
 
“Original Grace, Not Destructive Grace: A Feminist Appropriation of Paul Tillich’s Notion of 
Acceptance,” Journal of Religion, vol. 87, July 2007  
 
Book chapters 
 
“Paul Tillich,” The Modern Theologians: An Introduction to Christian Theology, 4th edition, 
ed. Rachel Muers and Ashley Cocksworth. Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2024, ch. 8. 
 
 “Feminist Theologies in Conversation with Paul Tillich,” Why Tillich? Why Now?, ed. Thomas 
G. Bandy. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2021, pp. 246-263. 
 
“Feminist Theologies as Political Discourse,” T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology, ed. 
Rubén Rosario Rodríguez, New York: T&T Clark, 2019, ch. 19. 
 
 “Feminist Theology and Reformed Spirituality,” Living Theology: Essays Presented to Dirk J. 
Smit on his sixtieth birthday, ed. Len Hansen et al., Wellington, South Africa: Bible Media, 
2011, ch. 18. 
 
“Tillich and Feminism,” Cambridge Companion to Paul Tillich, ed. Russell Re Manning, 
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2009, ch. 17. 
 
Other publications  
 
“My Road to Belhar,” translation of Jaap Durand, “My Pad na Belhar,” Journal of Reformed 
Theology, vol. 20 no. 1-2, 2026 
 
“Public theology and the many faces of Jesus,” Presbyterian Outlook, January 2025 (Associated 
Church Press Merit Award) 
 
Dictionary entries (Theological Perspectives on: John 13:1-11, 12-20), Feasting on the Gospels, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2015  
 
Dictionary entries (Theological Perspectives on: Jeremiah 20:7-13; Jeremiah 28:5-9; Zechariah 
9:9-12), Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A, Volume 3, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2010 
 
“The Dialectics of Language and Experience in David Tracy’s Epistemology,” Koinonia XV, 
2003.   
 
 



Conference papers and presentations 
 
The Body is Not the Problem: An Incarnational Public Theology, Global Network of Public 
Theology Interim Consultation, Amsterdam, Netherlands, October 2026 
 
Carl Schmitt and the Problem of Original Sin, Global Network of Public Theology Consultation, 
Pasadena, CA (online), September 2025  
 
Mary as Character: the Gospels, Apocrypha, Hebrew Bible, and Quran. International Meeting of 
the Society of Biblical Literature, Amsterdam, Netherlands, July 2024 
 
Towards a Constructive Protestant Mariology, keynote paper, Encountering Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, in South Africa Conference, Bloemfontein, South Africa, June 2024 (virtual participation) 
 
Whose Authoritarianism? Whose Bonhoeffer? XIV International Bonhoeffer Congress, Sydney, 
Australia, January 2024  
 
Christ, Context, and Culture: The Confession of Belhar in Continuing Conversation, Reformed 
Theology and History Unit, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, 
November 2022 
 
Panelist, Honoring the Work of Dr. Paul Farmer, MD, Liberation Theologies Unit, American 
Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, November 2022 
 
Introductory dialogue/presentation, with Derek Woodard-Lehman, Confession Then & Now: 
Thinking with Belhar in North America conference, Princeton Theological Seminary/Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary/New Brunswick Theological Seminary, online, October 2022  
 
The Confession of Belhar and Public Theology, Global Network for Public Theology 
Consultation, Curitiba, Brazil, October 2022 (virtual participation) 
 
Public Theology and Theologies of Publics panel, Dirkie Smit 70th Conference, University of the 
Western Cape/University of Stellenbosch/Princeton Theological Seminary, online, October 2021 
 
Roundtable on Patriarchy, Political Theology Unit, American Academy of Religion Annual 
Meeting, San Diego, 2019 
 
Panelist, The Political Theology of Paul Tillich, Annual Meeting of the North American Paul 
Tillich Society, San Diego, 2019 
 
Bonhoeffer and Tillich: Brothers in Arms, Tillich Group, American Academy of Religion Annual 
Meeting, Boston, 2017 
 
Belligerent Public Theology: The Confessional Theology of Dirk J. Smit, Reformed Theology 
Group, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Atlanta, 2015  
 



The Method of Correlation: Its Continuing Relevance, North American Paul Tillich Society 
Annual Meeting, November 2014  
 
The Heidelberg Catechism on Human Sin and Misery, University of Stellenbosch Conference on 
the Heidelberg Catechism, October 31, 2013  
 
The Kairos of Belhar, Reformed Theology Group, American Academy of Religion Annual 
Meeting, Atlanta, 2010  
 
Ubuntu and Augustine’s Understanding of the Self: A Comparative Exploration, Augustine and 
Augustinianisms Group, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, 2007  
 
HIV/AIDS and the Christian Doctrine of Sin: Moral Possibilities Beyond Moralism, Systematic 
Theology Section, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 2006 
 
Material Theology: Talal Asad and the Task of Rhetorical Theology, Theology and Religious 
Reflection Section, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, 2004 
 
Tillich and Feminism: A Rhetorical Roadmap, Tillich Group, American Academy of Religion 
Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, 2004 
 
Original Grace, Not Destructive Grace: A Feminist Appropriation of Paul Tillich’s Notion of 
Acceptance, Tillich Group, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, 2003 
 
Other speaking events  
 
Festival of Homiletics, Plenary on Public Theology and the Life of the Church, Atlanta, GA, 
May 2025 
 
Festival of Homiletics, Workshop on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Atlanta, GA, 
May 2025 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina Pastor Retreat, Confessing Jesus Christ Today, Trinity Center, 
Salter Path, NC, August 2024. 

Pathways Gathering, Atlanta, GA, June 2024, workshop on public theology, with Dr. Agnes 
Chiu of the China Evangelical Seminary of North America. 

New Hope Presbytery Pastors and Christian Educators Retreat, Confessing Jesus Christ Today, 
Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC, October 2023. 
 
Duerr Lectures, Confessing Jesus Christ Today, St. Philip Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX, 
February 26-28, 2023. 
 
Cotham Lectures, The Confession of Belhar, Westover Hills Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, 
AR, October 15-17, 2022 



 
What Shall We Do with a Problem Like Maria? Barbieri lecture, Villanova University, 
November 8, 2013  
 
Rome en Reformasie: Nadenke oor die Genade en Maria (Rome and Reformation: Reflections on 
grace and Mary), Willie Jonker Memorial Lecture, Cape Town, South Africa, October 27, 2013  
 
Sexism and Sin-Talk, NOSTE (Postgraduate society of Systematic Theology & Ecclesiology), 
University of Stellenbosch, South Africa, May 5, 2010 
 
Ubuntu, Not Blame: Augustine’s Surprising Contribution to a Moral Conversation on HIV/AIDS, 
Centre for Christian Spirituality, South Africa, March 4-6, 2008  
 
Feminist Sin-Talk: Its Ethos, Pathos, and Logos, Barbieri Lecture, Villanova University, 2006 
 
The Dialectics of Language and Experience in David Tracy’s Epistemology, Fall Forum, 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 2002 
 
Violence Against Women: A Theological Perspective, Women’s Conference of the Bureau of 
Continued Theological Education, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa, 2002 
 
 
Webinars, podcasts, television appearances 
 
Legacies of King, Bonhoeffer, Mandela, and Gandhi, webinar, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 
2025 
 
Does Freedom Come? 30 Years After Apartheid, webinar, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 2025 
 
I am Beyoncé always: Feminism, Theology, and Paul Tillich, Tillich Today podcast, 2024 
 
The War, Trauma, Moral Injury, and the Search for Meaning, webinar, Union Presbyterian 
Seminary, 2024  
 
Waldensian Webinar: In celebration of the 850th anniversary of the Waldensian Church, 
webinar, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 2024  
 
Feminist Theology and the Christian Faith, webinar, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 2020 
 
Andrew Murray Prize Fund television special, South Africa, 2021  
 
Racial Implications of the 2020 Elections, webinar, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 2020  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Reviews 
 
Douglas F. Ottati, “A Theology for the Twenty-First Century,” Interpretation, 2022 
Clive Marsh, “A Cultural Theology of Salvation,” Interpretation, July 2021 
Sigridur Gudmarsdottir, “Tillich and the Abyss: Foundations, Feminism, and Theology of 
Praxis,” Internationales Jahrbuch für die Tillich-Forschung, 2017  
Dirk J. Smit, “Essays in Public Theology: Collected Essays 1,” International Journal of Public 
Theology, vol. 4:4, 2010  
Mary Ann Stenger & Ronald H. Stone, “Dialogues of Paul Tillich,” Princeton Seminary Bulletin, 
Summer 2004  
Don Compier, “John Calvin’s Rhetorical Doctrine of Sin,” Koinonia XIV.1, Spring 2002  
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE 
 
Union Presbyterian Seminary 
 
Director of the Master of Arts in Public Theology Program since 2022 
Director, Church in the Public Square Initiative since 2022 
Pathways Reformed Theology course, 2022-2026 
Organization of Spiritual Leadership: Honoring Creation and Embracing Justice conference in  
   collaboration with the Leadership Institute at Union Presbyterian Seminary, Second  
   Presbyterian Church of Richmond, VA, Virginia Interfaith Power and Light, and Chesapeake  
   Bay Foundation, and workshop on Creation Care, with Dr. Sam Adams, October 2024 
Presented to alumni, 2025 and 2022 
Organized, with the Leadership Institute, the Fall Forum on Public theology 
Multiple faculty committees 
Occasional preaching in chapel 
Workshop, “Living faithfully in an era of hate,” Seminary for a Day, September 2019 
 
Villanova University 
 
Multiple ACSP (Augustine and Culture Seminar Program) committees 
Co-founder of Diversity Initiative for ACSP 
Founder of Research Support Group for ACSP 
Villanova University Political Theology Project advisory committee, 2018 - 2019 
Faith and Learning Scholar, Villanova Office of Mission and Ministry, 2016 - 2019 
Organizer/participant, inter-religious dialogue panel, Fall 2015, 2016, 2017 
Developed two online courses in collaboration with BISK Education, 2014 - 2015  
Core Curriculum Foundational Courses Committee, 2012 - 2015 
Core Curriculum Diversity Requirement Subcommittee, 2010 - 2014 
Participant in multiple seminars and workshops on interfaith dialogue, Catholic Social Teaching, 
Augustine, pedagogy, etc. 
Member of One Book Villanova Committee, 2005 - 2009  
 



Service to the Academy 
 
Stellenbosch Theological Journal, editorial board, 2022-present 
Tillich: Issues in Theology, Religion and Culture Group, AAR: Steering committee member, 
2018-2024, co-chair, 2007-2009 
North American Paul Tillich Society: Board of Directors, 2003 – 2006, 2015 – 2017, 2020-2024 
External peer reviewer for the Journal of Religion, Theology Today, The International Journal of 
Philosophy and Theology, Acta Theologica, Lux Verbi Press, and Westminster John Knox Press. 
 
Church involvement 
 
Regular pulpit supply preaching 
 
GRANTS, HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
Lilly Foundation Pathways to Tomorrow, Phase II, $1 million grant, 2022-2027 
Lilly Foundation Pathways to Tomorrow, Phase I, $50,000 grant, 2021 
Andrew Murray / Desmond Tutu Book Prize, for Sexism and Sin-Talk, 2020 
VERITAS Faculty Research Award, Villanova University, 2018 
VITAL Grant, Villanova University, 2016 
VERITAS Faculty Research Award, Villanova University, 2006 
North American Paul Tillich Society, Best Graduate Student Paper Award, 2003 
Princeton Theological Seminary Doctoral Fellowship in Theology, 1998-2002 
Human Sciences Research Council of South Africa Scholarship, 1998 
Stellenbosch 2000 Scholarship, 1997 
Academic Honor Colors, University of Stellenbosch, 1995 
University of Stellenbosch Merit Scholarship, 1994, 1995 
Standard Bank Merit Scholarship, 1989-1991 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
American Academy of Religion 
Westar Institute (Christ Seminar) 
Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians 
University of Stellenbosch Systematic Theology Research Associate 
North American Paul Tillich Society 
 
 
 
 


