
SAT vs. ACT 
 

SAT ACT 

Format Digital everywhere for 
everyone (paper for students 
with related 
accommodations). 

National testing is paper in most 
places. The online version isn’t widely 
available. 

Timing 98 questions 

2 hours/14 minutes 

131 questions without optional 
Science section.  2 hours/5 minutes 
 
171 questions with optional Science 
section.  2 hours/45 minutes 

Structure Math, Reading, Writing and 
Language 

 

Math, Reading, English, and      
Science (optional) 

Essay (optional) 

Separate 
Science Section 

No (science reasoning is 
integrated across test 
sections).  

The Science section is optional.  
  

Math Algebra 1, Advanced Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, 
Data Analysis, & Problem 
Solving 

Algebra 1, Advanced Algebra, 
Geometry, & Trigonometry 

Reading Short passages with one 
multiple choice question per 
each 

Long passages with multiple 
questions (9-10) each. 

Registration Fee $68   $68 
Add-on essay:  $25                                       
Add-on Science: $4  

 


