
Wednesday, May 26 - Friday, May 28,  2027
Washington D.C.



A Great Experience!
• Final culmination of the LBMS experience.
• Last year’s trip went GREAT!
• Lasting memories with friends
• Fully curricular experience – wrapping up and 

providing extension with curriculum taught all 8th 
grade year social studies and all core courses.

• Chaperoned by WCS Staff (7th and 8th Grade)
• Medical professional on hand
• Nighttime supervision provided
• Students will learn and have a packed itinerary



Important Dates
• November 6:  200.00 Refundable (with exceptions) deposit 

due to secure reservation
• January 22: Second deposit of 252. 00
• April 2:  Pay remaining balance of 253.00

− Turn in Emergency Data Sheet (Will be done via Google 
Form)

− Turn in Authorization to Consent to Treatment of a Minor 
(Will be done via Google Form)

• Weds, May 19  Parent Information Night at 6:30 (LBMS 
Gymnasium - Required)

• Weds, May 19: Medication Form and all Meds Due in LBMS 
Office or at Meeting that evening



Nowak Tours
• Itinerary (See Itinerary and Registration Packet)
• Payment Process (See Itinerary and Registration 

Packet)
• Tour Details and Information

− Sent home with students tomorrow
− www.nowaktours.com
− All things tour related - they can handle, as well.

http://www.nowaktours.com


Refund Policies
From the Nowak Tours Registration Packet:

• Registration is based upon availability. 
• First 100 dollars of payment is non-refundable
• Cancelling at least 45 days prior to the trip departure 

date will receive a refund less that 100 dollars and any 
non-refundable items in addition to a 35 dollar 
processing fee.

• No refunds issued for cancellations within 45 days of the 
trip. 

• A non-refundable convenience fee of 3% is added to all 
credit card payments. 

• There is no fee for mailing a check. Checks will not be 
accepted within 30 days of trip departure.



Insurance for Trip Cost
• Please read and take a look at all insurance related policies 

BEFORE making a payment.
• All Insurance MUST be purchased within 14 days of paying the 

first trip deposit
• All insurance MUST be purchased BEFORE paying the trip in full
• In other words, don’t pay the trip in full and then ask for 

insurance.  Please secure that before you pay in full.
• Pay attention to the insurance coverages

− Health related (read policies)
− Cancel For any reason (CFAR)

• Students who are removed from the trip for disciplinary reasons 
will follow the Nowak Refund schedule all the way up to the 
day we leave (CFAR would be a good insurance to have if 
you have these fears).



Departure and Return
• Departure will be promptly at the time listed on 

the itinerary
• Luggage Dropoff will be Tuesday, May 25 from 

3:00-5:30 PM
• Students must arrive ½ hour before departure time 

and go to assigned areas
• Upon return, parents are expected to be at the 

school at or before arrival time (updates will be 
sent via Parent Square and student cell phones)

• More information will be presented at the Parent 
Information Night on May 19.



Behavioral Expectations
• Excellent behavior the entire trip
• Representatives of family, school, and district
• We ask for parent assistance in relaying the 

importance of courteous and proper behavior 
well in advance of the trip

• Safety is of utmost importance
• Traveling in a large group is very different than a 

family trip



Removal From Trip
• Students are expected to behave and follow the 

code of conduct throughout the school year.
• Office referrals, continual disruptions or behavior 

concerns can warrant a student’s removal from 
the DC trip.

• Behavior will be tracked and logged
• If students pass certain predefined thresholds, they 

will be removed.
• Deposits are lost and may not be refundable
• OSS leads to removal, 2 ISAs lead to removal, etc.



CELL PHONES / ELECTRONICS
• Cell Phone / electronic games are permitted. (Wi-Fi and plug-ins will be 

available on the bus.) 
− On the bus, phones are to be on vibe mode
− Cell phones are to be turned off and put away whenever we have a 

tour guide on the bus talking and when touring at the various sites.
− Phones will be taken away if seen at inappropriate times.

• If cell phones are used inappropriately, they will be confiscated and 
returned to a parent on Friday. 

• If usage violates school policy, students will be disciplined. Cyber bullying, 
accessing or distributing obscene material, will be reported to and dealt 
with by the local Police Department and any other governing law 
enforcement agency.

• DVD’s, cameras, and all electronics must be labeled with your name and 
are brought at your own risk. Westlake City School District is not responsible 
for any lost, stolen, or damaged personal devices.

• Gaming systems are not to be brought and will be confiscated.



Luggage/Packing
• Students are permitted one 19x26 “normal” size 

suitcase and one soft carry-on bag.
• Suggestions and requirements for what to pack are 

located in the packet and will be discussed again at 
the Parent Information Night in May.

• School Code of Conduct and dress code will still apply 
on the trip

• Students will have 3 T-shirts designed as part of the cost 
of the trip - makes packing easier

• Parents are required to supervise the packing process 
to ensure that students do not bring items that violate 
the code of conduct

• More specific information will be provided



MEDICAL INFORMATION 
• REQUIRED PAPERWORK FOR ALL STUDENTS:

− Emergency Data Sheet  (Google Form)
− Signed the Authorization to Consent to Treatment of a 

Minor form.  (Google Form
− Medication Form (Must be signed by physician and 

turned in physically)

• Please note all the medical information on the 
permission form we need to know including all 
allergies, chronic conditions, etc. 

• ALL FORMS AND MEDICATIONS ARE DUE NO LATER 
THAN WEDS, MAY 19. Students who do not have the 
completed forms will not be permitted on the trip. 



Odds and Ends

• Buses – Roommates will be assigned to the same 
chaperones and bus.

• Team Captains:  Each room will have a team 
captain responsible for holding the room key, 
taking attendance on the bus, in the room, and at 
various sites

• Sack Lunch and Drinks:  There will be one day with 
a packed lunch:  Avoid all peanut and milk 
products and should be free of glass

• Average students spends 25-50 on the trip.
• More specific details to be provided at the Parent 

Information Night on May 19, 2026.



Odds and Ends (continued)

• Political Climate Concerns and Safety
• Dietary Concerns

− Contact Nowak Tours directly and they will 
coordinate around any dietary needs

− Reach out early and often with Betsy Kaiser about 
any specific medical concerns or questions you 
have about the trip.  Nothing hasn’t been asked 
before.

• Bowling Night!!!
− Not formal attire.  May have dancing?

• Cross Teaming and Rooming (Sssshhhh Until May)



MEDICATION CONSENT FORM(S)
• A Staff member will carry and administer all medication except rescue 

medications: inhalers and Epi-Pens.
• Over the counter medications must be listed on the back side of the form 

and the form must be signed by a parent.
• If your student needs to take any prescription medication, you must 

complete the form with the medication name, dosage and times to be 
administered.  The parent and a physician MUST sign this form.  

• This form must include if your student will carry and self-administer his/her 
inhaler and/or Epi-Pen.  If your child has an allergy and carries an Epi-Pen 
you must also complete an Emergency Action Plan.

• All medications must be in original bottles or packages.
• The parent must deliver the medications and this completed form to the 

office by May 19
• Students may not share medicine. If a student is caught distributing or 

taking a drug, local authorities will be contacted as per the board policy.



Fundraising and PTA

● We will be working with Stoller Fundraising, who is 
directly involved with Nowak Tours.

● Funds are not raised directly through LBMS.
● Funds are sent to Nowak in one large check.
● Nowak then separates funds.
● In the event of cancellation, these funds are not 

refundable.
● This year, we are selling Pizza and Cookie Dough
● Flyers coming home with students very soon
● Online “Store” via QR Code



Financial Assistance
● Two fundraisers offer a major way to lower the 

cost of your student’s trip.  Please start right away
● We want all students to attend this trip.
● Financial assistance is available but not infinite 

and we reserve it for those most in need.  Please 
reach out to Mr. Barre directly if you have 
concerns about financial obligations.

● Feel free to donate if you are fortunate and wish 
to help!  Donate directly through Laurie Bowles

● Please alert us with any questions
● Nowak Tours is EXCELLENT about payment plans



Fundraising
● Two fundraisers offer a major way to lower the 

cost of your student’s trip.  Please start right away
● Paired with Stoller Fundraising

− Fundraiser begins on October 13 and orders will be 
taken through 10/27.  Item pickup will be Tuesday, 
11/11.

− One check made payable to Stoller Fundraising 
(Not WCSD)

− Register Your Store Online with QR Code I'll Share
− Flyer will be sent via Parent Square
− Order Forms given to students early  next week

● Prizes for selling (TBD)



Questions
At this time, Mr. Barre will address Q and A live during 
webinar above what he has not been able to during 
the presentation.

Please always feel free to contact me at 
440-250-1303 or at barrek@wlake.org at any time 
regarding all things Washington, DC.  This includes 
any private concerns or questions you have 
regarding cost, access, or medical information.

mailto:barrek@wlake.org


Who Do I Contact?
General Questions:  Mr. Barre
Financial Assistance/Payment plans:  Nowak Tours and/or Mr. Barre
Donations:  Mr. Barre
Dietary Restrictions:  Nowak Tours, Betsy Kaiser
Medical Questions:  Betsy Kaiser, School Nurse and Rock Star!
Rooming Concerns (Major):  Mr. Barre (with consideration for his 
sanity!)
Emergency Medical Forms and Documents:  Jill Mikoy, Front Office
Chaperone and/or Curricular Questions:  Team Teachers



Additional Information
• The Washington DC packet and forms are located 

on the LBMS website and will be sent home with 
your students tomorrow.  Please read and review.

• Please download parent square and have your 
students download student square on their phones 
(more information will be provided via PS 
messaging so that we can keep both you and 
students updated as we make this journey)


