
ELHS SENIOR COLLEGE 
APPLICATION PLANNING

SEPTEMBER 18 & 21, 2026



“LIKE” EAST LYME HIGH SCHOOL 
COUNSELING ON FACEBOOK

•COUNSELORS

Liz Maiese, A-Cha
David Willis, Che-Gre

Jaclyn Sullivan, Gri-Mang
Christy Bryant, Manw-Re

Nadine Barnes, Ri-Z



SENIOR 
CONTRACT
• List of courses you need to 

meet the ELHS Graduation 
Requirements

• Elective is anything beyond 
requirement (a fourth math, 
a fourth science, etc.)

• Seniors need to have 6.0 
credits filled on their 
schedules

• Contact your counselor 
if there is any confusion

• A signed copy will be mailed 
home to parents

• Turn contract in at end of 
class



SENIOR FOLDER – DISTRIBUTED DURING SENIOR 

ENGLISH CLASSES

Senior Transcript

Senior Contract

Class of 2027 Senior College Checklist

Class of 2027 Common App Completion Guidelines

2026-2027 Common Application Essay Prompts

Recommendation Guide

FAFSA Fact Sheet



SENIOR 
TRANSCRIPT

• A Summary of your final grades 

• Credit Count

• GPAs

• List of Senior Classes (needed to fill out 
college applications)



CAREER CONCENTRATIONS

Application Due October 9...

• Complete the application on Google Classroom (code: v6cf64c) - students join now if not 
already joined.

• Successful completion of a Career Concentration is also recorded on the student’s 
official transcript.

Program Requirements...

• Each concentration has a minimum credit requirement that consists of both required 
courses and elective courses.

• If you are finalizing your concentration this semester, you can apply now.

• If you are finalizing your concentration in the spring, you will apply then with TBD 
deadline in April.

Students must...

• Take the correct sequence of courses as outlined in the Program of Studies.

• Earn a ‘C’ or better in each concentration class. Grades are checked at the end of 
Quarter 3.





THE 
COLLEGE 
APPLICATION 
PORTFOLIO

Application

Includes 
Essay

Transcript Profile Secondary 
School 
Report

Recommendations Standardized 
Test Scores



EARLY ACTION VS. EARLY DECISION

Early Decision

Students apply to a college 
1st semester senior 

year. Deadlines: Nov. 1, Nov. 15 
or Dec. 1 (depending on school).

Pros: Sometimes students have a 
better chance of being admitted. 

Notified by a published date if 
they were Admitted, Denied or 
Deferred for Regular Admission.

Cons: Students must enroll at 
that college if accepted. No 
true negotiation power for 
financial aid.

Early Action

Students may apply to 
certain colleges in 1st 
semester, but the 
decision is Not Binding.

Pros: If admitted, 
students have a 
“place to go” early

Cons: student must 
make 
Nov./Dec. application 
deadlines.



ROLLING ADMISSION VS. REGULAR DECISION

Regular Decision:

• Students apply by deadline

• All applications are 
reviewed and decisions 
released on set date

• Students make their 
decision by May 1

Rolling 
Admission:

• First come, first 
served basis

• Colleges review 
applications as 
they arrive and 
hand out 
decisions 
continuously until 
the incoming class 
fills up



APPLICATION FEE FREE WINDOW

● Pay attention to your deadlines

10/15-11/2

10/15-11/15

All of November

Through 11/15

All of November



THE COMMON 
APPLICATION

• Most colleges require electronic 
submission of application.

• More than 1,100 colleges accept the 
Common Application – be sure to check for 
supplements.

• Payment is made electronically with credit 
card.

• Common App Tool Kit:

• https://www.commonapp.org/apply/fy-
toolkit

• http://www.commonapp.org/

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/fy-toolkit
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/fy-toolkit
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/fy-toolkit
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/fy-toolkit
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/


COALITION APPLICATION

As of last year’s 2025-26 application cycle, the 
Coalition app has about 170 member colleges, 
but many of these also use the common app.

It is important when researching colleges and 
creating your application timeline to make a 
note of which institutions use Coalition 
exclusively, if any.

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


CT STATE

Did you know you may be able to 
attend CT State for free?

CT State offers funding that covers the 
gap between federal and state grants 
you receive and community college 
tuition and mandatory fees. To receive 
this additional funding, apply to CT 
State*, register for classes (6+ credits), 
and fill out the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Entry into 
the program is on a first-come, first-
served basis.

https://ctstate.edu/

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://ctstate.edu/


DO YOUR 
RESEARCH!

•Naviance

•Common App

•CT State

•College Board

•Niche

•Collegevine

•US News

https://id.naviance.com/
https://id.naviance.com/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://ctstate.edu/
https://ctstate.edu/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/value/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/value/
https://www.collegevine.com/
https://www.collegevine.com/
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges?scrlybrkr=ec826794
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges?scrlybrkr=ec826794


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
PRIOR TO YOUR APPLICATION





STUDENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 
APPLYING



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
SENDING TRANSCRIPTS

*If you have asked Hansen and/or Daly for letter, please see 

your counselor



FAFSA – Get Started Here

Scholarship Google Classroom code - jhbqjj7
Net Price Calculator on each school's website

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
FOLLOW-UP & FINANCIAL AID

http://www.studentaid.gov
http://www.studentaid.gov
http://www.studentaid.gov








CONNECTICUT AUTOMATIC 
ADMISSION PROGRAM (CAAP)
● The Connecticut Automatic Admissions Program (CAAP) offers eligible 

students automatic admission to participating Connecticut Colleges and 
Universities based on high school grade point average (CAAP GPA) and/or 
percentile class ranking, both calculated using the College Board’s formula for 
calculating GPA.

1. Eligibility: To qualify, you must have earned an unweighted GPA of 2.75 through 
your junior year. Students who are eligible for CAAP based on their recalculated 
CAAP GPA will be notified directly by ELHS.  

2. Application: You apply through the Common App, which partners with the 
program to manage the application process.

3. Waived Requirements: The program waives application fees, student essays, and 
recommendation letters for participating institutions.

4. Direct Admission: After submitting your application and transcript, Common 
App sends you direct admission offers to eligible colleges and universities, which 
you can view and respond to through your Common App account.

● In order for CT automatic admissions schools to populate on your common 
app, you must set your communication preferences so that: “Common App 
may communicate with me by email, phone or text message…” This allows 
Common App to send your CAAP auto-admission information.  You also 
must complete the common app profile, including your address, graduation 
date, and GPA. Within 24-48 hours, schools will populate.



VOCATIONAL RESOURCES

Occupational Outlook Handbook

Career One Stop

mySkills myFuture

My Next Move

CT Apprenticeships

Occupational Outlook Handbook

Career One Stop

mySkills myFuture

My Next Move

CT Apprenticeships

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.myskillsmyfuture.org/
https://www.mynextmove.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/dol/divisions/apprenticeships?language=en_US


ARMED SERVICES FAIR & ASVAB

• Armed Services Fair - November 12 

o 8:30-9:30 in cafeteria

o Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard

• ASVAB - November 19

o 9:00 in Library

o Interpretation date of January 5 @ 9:00 in Library

o Signups in Counseling office as we near date



LET'S GET STARTED!

• Hand out Senior Folders

• Take out your devices

• Review Class of 2027 Google Classroom Page

• Create Common App Account

• Add college, add ELHS to Education section, Sign 
FERPA

• Login to Naviance

• "Colleges"

• "Colleges I'm Applying to"

• Match Accounts - Naviance and Common 
App

• Make Counselor Appointment

https://classroom.google.com/c/NTkxOTU1NjA5Mjkx
https://classroom.google.com/c/NTkxOTU1NjA5Mjkx


HOW TO 
MAKE A 

COUNSELOR 
APPOINTMENT





BEFORE YOU GO!

•Please complete the 
google form exit ticket 
located in Google 
Classroom

TURN IN SIGNED

SENIOR CONTRACT!!
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