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WIDA ACCESS ordering started October 6
District Test Coordinators should prepare accurate counts before the initial window 
closes. We strongly encourage Test Coordinators to view the WIDA ordering 
webinars before ordering materials.



WIDA - Technology Transition At a Glance

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rL88tuVuUABmdOWnrp5wbQcsCBg8IoTL/edit
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ELP accountability indicator waiver
The waiver changes one accountability year; districts still administer ACCESS and publicly report results.

2026–27 results

First New York WIDA 
ACCESS 

administration

2027–28 
determinations

ELP indicator excluded 
for one year under the 

approved waiver

2028–29 
determinations

NYSED plans to 
reinstate the ELP 

indicator using 2027–
28 results

Public reporting of WIDA ACCESS results continues during the waiver year.

NYSED waiver fact sheet

8

USDE Letter of Approval

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/accountability/202728-wida-accountability-waiver-factsheet.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/accountability/usde-elp-indicator-response-letter.pdf
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Project Based Learning & ELLs Professional Learning



Additional Updates

● Field Memo- ELL Identification Process Changes
● NYS Academic & Linguistic Demands (ALDs) & WIDA ACCESS Workshop
● Extension of the Supplementary Certification Pathways to August 2027
● NYSED OBEWL Voices United Save the Date- December 1, 2026
● CR-Part 154 Comprehensive ELL Education Plan (CEEP) Due October 31 

(includes questions on WIDA)



Field Memo: ELL Identification Process

Clarifies that there are an additional 10 
days allowed for students subject to the LPT 
Process.

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingu
al-ed/field-memo-ell-identification-final-9.10.26.pdf

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/field-memo-ell-identification-final-9.10.26.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/field-memo-ell-identification-final-9.10.26.pdf


NYS ALDs & WIDA ACCESS
Professional Learning
Join NYSED Office of Bilingual Education & World 
Languages and the Regional Bilingual Education 
Resource Networks as we explore the 
instructional alignment between the NYS 
Academic & Linguistic Demands and the WIDA 
ACCESS framework.

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/academic-and-linguistic-demands-final-11-7-23-a_0.pdf


Supplementary Cert Pathways Flexibility

Extended to August 31, 2027

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingu
al-ed/final-2027-supplementary-certificate-options-for-esol-
and-bilingual-extension-a.pdf

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/final-2027-supplementary-certificate-options-for-esol-and-bilingual-extension-a.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/final-2027-supplementary-certificate-options-for-esol-and-bilingual-extension-a.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/final-2027-supplementary-certificate-options-for-esol-and-bilingual-extension-a.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/final-supplementary-certificate-options-for-esol-and-bilingual-extension-5-a.pdf




CR Part 154 CEEP Update



What’s New for 26-27?

● Major areas of change:

○ Streamlined assurances

■ Several 2025-26 narratives and evidence uploads have been 
removed

○ added WIDA ACCESS transition and training

○ added ELL student data reflection

○ Professional Development Plan upload

○ Reorganized Bilingual Education Programming section

○ Use the 2026-27 Submission Guide as you complete the CEEP

● Due: October 31, 2026

Created by the L.I.RBERN
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https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/bilingual-ed/final-submission-guide-for-2026-27-ceep-1-a.pdf


Assurances & Updates #18 - ELL Student Data Reflection

NEW for 2026-27
Reflect on ELL student data: What is working well, and what may need to be 
improved?
Consider:
● English language proficiency growth
● ELL and Former ELL graduation rates
● ELL participation in advanced coursework
● 3-8 Math/ELA, grades 5 & 8 Science, Regents and local data
● Types of progress monitoring and how the district uses that data  

throughout the year

Created by the L.I.RBERN
21



Assurances & Updates  #19 - WIDA Transition Assurances

NEW for 2026-27
Confirm that district and building leadership are aware of:
● New York’s state-specific WIDA webpage
● 2027 ACCESS testing window: February 1 - April 9, 2027
● WIDA Secure Portal and required online training
● Alternate ACCESS for students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities

22



Assurances & Updates #20 - WIDA Training Plan

NEW for 2026-27
Describe how Test Coordinators, Technology Coordinators and Test 
Administrators will be given time to complete required online training.
● Training must be completed before test administration begins February 

1, 2027.
● Consider departmental meetings, Superintendent’s Conference Days, or 

other designated training time.
● Not all staff need every module — training is specific to the assessment 

administered.

23



L.I. RBERN CEEP Assistance

https://forms.gle/GGiRmQHi3R37oNRE9

It is imperative that your CEEP is close to completion before meeting 
with RBERN staff. In addition, be sure to compile any questions you 
may have beforehand so that we can make the best use of our time.

24

https://forms.gle/GGiRmQHi3R37oNRE9


Thank you!
Eastern Office: 631-218-5175
Western Office: 631-595-6911

LongIslandRBERN.org    
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