
How can families help?  Spend time in exploration together!  
There are so many options that it CAN be overwhelming.  
Breaking things down to explore one by one, like we are 

doing tonight, can help increase understanding and 
excitement about the possibilities to continue education 

beyond high school! 

Yearly Guidance Focus

Sophomore year - Exploration: It’s time to explore and investigate 
careers and colleges. Think about what you enjoy, what you’re good at 
and what is important to you!  Research what it takes to achieve these 

options and try to find activities now to help gain experience.

Transition Exploration Research Selection
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2026-27 Counselor Breakdown

Ms. Khan: Mu - S
jkhan@hlpusd.org

Ms. Valenzuela: T - Z
ncvalenzuela@hlpusd.org

Ms. Jara: Do - J
mjara@hlpusd.org

Ms. Ortega: A - Di
lgriego@hlpusd.org

Counselors are available in the office 
during break or lunch for questions, no 

appointment needed!

Mr. An: K - Mo
davidan@hlpusd.org Ms. Hannah: Intern
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The Four Systems of Higher 

Education in California!

(great choices out of state too!)

Let’s Start the Exploration!  

Out of state, Military options, Technical schools and Adult school 
programs are also great option & will be covered next year! 
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Why the focus on CA Schools?
We have a GREAT higher education system 
in California and we want all students to 

understand their local options! 

Also, knowing how to 
navigate THESE 
systems will help 

students transfer that 
knowledge into the 

exploration and 
research of OTHER 

opportunities across 
the country and the 

world!
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California Community Colleges

Admission Requirements
• No subject requirements, but A-G 

recommended
• Must be 18 or HS graduate
• Placement determined by HS grades

Designed as 2 Year Programs (Varies)
• Associate Degrees
• Vocational Certificates
• Transfer Track
• Some may offer limited bachelor programs (Rio has automotive!)

Low Cost Tuition and Fees
• $46 a unit (many classes are 3 units)
• Promise Grant may cover all tuition costs
• Additional funds for books, food, supplies 

are available for many students
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California State University

Admission Requirements
• A-G completion with C’s or higher 
• CSU GPA must be at least 2.5
• Stem Majors consider math and 

science GPA more heavily!

Designed as 4 Year Programs - Applied Focus
• Bachelor or Arts/Sciences Degree
• Master Degrees
• Teaching Credentials

Cost: Tuition and Fees
• Total COA about $27,000 

(including room & board!)
• Tuition & fees alone about $7,800
• Grants can cover full cost of 

tuition!

NO SAT or ACT CONSIDERED!
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University of California

Admission Requirements
• A-G completion with C’s or higher
• UC GPA must be at least 3.0
• Personal Insight Questions
• Consideration of activities, awards, community 

service and outside passions!

Designed as 4 Year Programs - Research Focused
• Bachelor or Arts/Sciences Degree
• Master Degrees
• Doctorate Degrees

Cost: Tuition and Fees
• Total COA about $41,000 ( with room & board!)
• Tuition & fees alone $15,300
• Tuition and fees covered for families earning 

$80,000 or less
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Independent Colleges & Universities

Can be 2 or 4 Year Programs
• Associates Degrees
• Bachelor or Arts/Sciences Degree
• Teaching Credentials
• Master Degrees & Doctorate Degrees

Cost: Tuition and Fees
• Total COA varies widely, $20 – $90,000
• Generally more expensive than CSU or UC, 

BUT may offer great financial aid packages!

Admission Requirements
• A-G pattern typical, but varies by school
• Cumulative GPA considered
• Essays and letters of recommendation typical
• Listing of activities, awards, service
• SAT or ACT may be required / optional
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What type of school is the right fit?
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You can still register your account if 
you haven’t done it yet!

CaliforniaColleges.edu is accessible! 2

http://californiacolleges.edu


Great resources for exploration!
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How about a family road trip?

“Create a road trip plan for a family that lives in Hacienda Heights that wants to visit 
CSU San Marcos as well as UC Merced and maybe a few more schools along the way.  

Include interesting site to visits along the way.  Make the plan for 6 - 7 days.”

🚗 Day 1: Hacienda Heights → UC Merced

● Morning: Depart early and stop for lunch in Fresno.

○ Visit Fresno Chaffee Zoo or Forestiere Underground Gardens.

● Afternoon: Arrive in Merced.

○ Check into a hotel.

○ Explore UC Merced with a guided campus tour (book in advance at UC Merced Tours).

● Evening: Dinner downtown at Taste of Little India or Coffee Bandits.

Let Chat GPT or CoPilot do the initial planning for you!
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Not travelers? Explore here!

Keep an 
open mind 

& explore all 
kinds of 

possibilities!

NOV. 5th
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Additional Resources
College Access Plan (CAP) offers FREE college readiness 
support for students and families.  Anyone and everyone
is welcome.  Check in with the after school program!

G-12

3:45 - 5:45pm
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How to ensure your student is 
on track for all these options?

Log in to your 
PARENT Aeries 

account! 
Need help to access?  Give 
our office a call at 626-
934-1111 to ensure your 
email address has portal 

access!
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First - Graduation is a must!

40 English

30 Math

30 Science

30 Social Science

230 CREDITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 

20 Physical Ed.

20 LOTE/VAPA/CTE

60 Electives

11th Grade 6 Classes

English
Math

Science
Social Science

Elective 
Elective

12th Grade 5 Classes

English
Social Science
Elective (Math) 

Elective 
Elective 
Elective

LOTE: Language Other Than English
VAPA: Visual and Performing Art
CTE: Career Technical Education

10th Grade 6 Classes

English
Math

Science
Social Science

PE 
Elective

6 Classes  +  6 Classes  +  6 Classes  +  5 Classes  =  230 credits!
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Sophomore Conferences Open!

Grade Level Conference Timeline
Aug-Oct: Seniors

Oct-Dec: Sophomores
Jan-Mar: Juniors

Mar-May: Freshmen
Students select their appointment on Canvas and are responsible for 

informing their teacher and coming ot the office on time! 

These are individual meetings with each student to 
go over their progress, plans and address any 

concerns!  
Ask when they scheduled and follow up with 
them after it occurs to check understanding!
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Review Credits On Aeries!

This screen will have 
lots of information to 

show your student’s 
progress!

Under ‘GRADES’ on 
the left, select 
“Transcript”
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Review your Transcript Summary

Credits completed should 
be at 60 or higher to be 

considered ‘on track’
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Support study habits! Don’t ASK if they have homework -
help them set aside time to STUDY!  Reach out to teachers if 
there are discrepancies between what your student says and 
what the grade says.

Not quite on track?

Think about the right classes for your student!  
Everyone has different strengths, responsibilities and 
priorities: encourage junior year classes that match 
your student’s interests and time commitments!

Plan on summer school! 10, maybe even 15 credits 
can be made up this way; plan for the six weeks right 
after school ends.  More on this in a minute!
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Academic Planning In Progress!

During conferences counselors will 
discuss options and summer school!

Classes listed under 
11th grade

will become the 
COURSE REQUESTS 
for next year once 
locked in February!

Please review 
with your 
student!
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Need homework help?

Looking for a place to hang out, get some homework done, or have some fun 
after school? The Boys & Girls Club After-School Program is officially open!  
If you’re enrolled, come check in at the Snackateria Lounge starting at 3:30 
PM. We’ll have supper from 3:30–4PM, plus snacks, games, music, and much 
more!

Our tutors can help 
with homework, 

studying, assignments, 
or anything you need 

to catch up on!
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Summer School Preview

APEX Online Classes - IN ADDITION TO IN PERSON SUMMER SCHOOL
▪ Space and class options are limited
▪ Credit recovery and grade improvement
▪ From 1:10 - 3:40pm during in person summer school dates

MSAC HS Referral - limited to SCHEDULE CONFLICTS with in person or virtual
▪ Fully online, A-G and NCAA approved
▪ Online teacher and tutorial support
▪ 6 weeks, June 14-July 22, 2027 

TRADITIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL @ WILSON
▪ ADVANCEMENT, credit recovery and grade improvement
▪ 6 weeks, May 24 -July 1, 2027 from 7:30am - 12:50pm
VIRTUAL SUMMER SCHOOL - Puente Hills High School (if conflict with traditional)
▪ ADVANCEMENT, credit recovery and grade improvement
▪ 6 weeks, May 24 -July 1, 2027 with varying check in hours
▪ MANDATORY IN PERSON confirmation day, tentatively Friday May 21st!
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Grades must be    or better for A-G!

CSU/UC  A-G Eligibility Reminder
No more than graduation…

The same as graduation…

The same as graduation…

These last three 
are where 

things get a 
little different!

No more than graduation…
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The CSU/UC admission GPA Calculation 
is different than the transcript GPA!

This GPA has started!

The CSU and UC System will only use 
A-G classes taken AFTER the 9th grade 

to calculate the admissions GPA.
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Importance of GPA for College
▪ A high GPA indicates hard work, dedication and commitment to 

academic success – all qualities that matter to colleges and 
universities!

▪ GPA is one of the main factors that colleges and universities         
look at when reviewing applications for admissions.

▪ Colleges also look for an upward trend in GPA.  If there are 
struggles, they like to see grades get better over time.

▪ NOTE: Having a slightly lower grade in a very challenging 
course such as Honors or AP U.S. History, may look 
better on your record than a high grade in a regular, less 
challenging course for some schools- BUT don’t 
overwhelm yourself!
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FYI: High School Grade and $$$$$

NO. But if her GPA was  3.0 she would have!
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UC and Private Schools look beyond GPA

Is your student ready for more rigor?
Honors Classes: These courses are designed to prepare students for college. They are 
more demanding and require a more rigorous workload than college prep courses to help 
students think more critically.

Advanced Placement (AP) Classes: AP classes are college style classes offered in high 
school. Upon completion of an AP course, students take an AP exam. Qualifying scores 
may earn college credits. *Please note, payment deadline is November 5th! 

Community College Classes: Many college classes are open to high school students and 
are tuition free.  This is a great way to explore something we do not offer and show 
your passion.  *Remember, grades earned begin the college GPA and should never be taken lightly! 

College classes can be the Dual Enrollment 
offered HERE at Wilson or when YOU GO TO 
the college to take the class based on your 

interests or goals. It’s FREE to do this!!
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IB Diploma & IB Career Program
REQUIRED IBDP Classes

IB English HLY1 + IB English HLY2
IB Psychology HLY1 + IB Psychology HLY2

One additional HL Y1/Y2 class
(either in LOTE or Theater Arts)

AND 3 IB SL classes: 
IB Biology SL

IB MAth (MAI) SL
IB Theater SL OR IB LOTE SL

IBCP requires: IB PPS (elective) in 11th 
and 12th, one HLY1/Y2 sequence and one 
SL class along with pathway completion.
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UC and Private Colleges seek to admit students who will make   
meaningful contributions to campus life. By being active in the 

high school and community, students demonstrate the potential for 
being a leader, and skills in collaboration and teamwork!

Extracurricular Activities: Consider participating in clubs, sports or performing arts 
programs. It’s fun and sustained involvement and holding leadership positions 
in extracurricular activities demonstrate commitment and initiative.  

Community Service: Volunteer at an organization whose mission inspires 
you, or where you can gain skills in your interest area! Colleges look for 
individuals who see themselves as part of the broader community.  

Jobs and Internships: Having a part-time job or an internship 
shows responsibility and maturity and gives insight into careers.

Encourage Involvement!

FYI, many clubs use Instagram…
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College and Career Readiness
Get that graduation sash 
and highlight strengths 

and interests!
Here are ways students 
can demonstrate college 
and career readiness:
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Be aware of stress and burnout!

Stress pushes us to stay 
on track with our 

studying and classwork 
and keeps us motivated. 
But when stress, worry, 

and anxiety start to 
overwhelm us, it makes it 
harder to focus and get 

things done. 

Stress isn’t always a bad thing. In fact, it’s necessary 
and healthy, but ONLY at manageable levels. 
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You Can Make A Difference! 4
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Access Tonight’s 
Presentation!

Thank you for coming!
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