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School Vision and Mission 
Mission Statement: "At Valinda School of Academics, our mission is to cultivate a dynamic learning 

environment that fosters academic excellence, a dynamic fusion of language, personal growth, and 

social responsibility. We are committed to providing a rigorous and inclusive education that empowers 

students to become lifelong learners and active contributors to their communities." 

 

Vision Statement: "Our vision at Valinda School of Academics is to be a leading institution of 

learning known for innovation in education, academic achievement, and holistic development. We 

strive to inspire curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking among our students, preparing them to thrive 

in a rapidly changing world. Through collaboration with families and the community, we aim to nurture 

well-rounded individuals who embody integrity, empathy, and a commitment to making a positive 

impact on society." 

 

 

 
Reminder: Please make sure you pick up your children on time, especially on Thursdays. The 
office staff cannot adequately supervise students left behind for over 10 minutes. 

Elementary TK-5 Daily Schedule 

Please note that minimum days are scheduled every Thursday of the week and for parent conference 
days. Two additional Early Release Days will be used for report card preparation in the fall and spring. 



 
 

 
2026-2027 Valinda School Calendar at a Glance 

Parents,  
Please write down the following dates on your calendar or cell phone.  Especially when you are planning 
family vacations and when we have early dismissal times/ vacation days throughout the year.  
 

 



 

GENERAL INFORMATION Arrival and Dismissal 

The cafeteria opens at 7:15 am for all students that eat breakfast only.  

All gates on campus are locked for the safety of students.  Please do not drop 

your children off at school before 7:30 a.m., unless they are eating breakfast, 

as there is no adult supervision outside until that time. 

 

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS, ALL ADULTS MUST REMAIN 

IN FRONT OF THE SCHOOL BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL HOURS. 

Adults that have filled out the volunteer application ahead of time and have 

been cleared by the district will be allowed on campus during school hours 

to volunteer. 

 

Students are expected to leave at the end of the day.  If students must stay 

to wait for older siblings, they are to wait in the quad area. Students 

waiting to be picked up can work on homework or read a book. No horse-

playing or running through the quad will be allowed. If a student cannot follow the school’s 

expectations for behavior, parents will be called, and they will be expected to be picked up every day 

at their dismissal time.    

 

Special Instructions: Please try to make all special arrangements with your child before he/she 

arrives at school for the day.  Calls during the day with instructions for your child to go to a baby-

sitter, to another home, etc., are often confusing to your child/school, and can be misunderstood.  

 

 

School Drop-off and Pick-up! 

 

WE ENCOURAGE FAMILIES TO WALK TO SCHOOL WHEN POSSIBLE! 

Valinda parking lot was designed for the safety of all students before and after school. 

Valinda parking lot is closed to all vehicles except for staff and emergency vehicles. 

Traffic is very heavy in the surrounding area of Valinda. It is recommended that you 

leave home a few minutes early so that you can make the necessary travel time 

adjustments. Staggered dismissal times have been coordinated to help congestion in the afternoons. 

The following are rules that all must abide by: 

● Please make sure that students always use the crosswalks. 

● When driving your child to school, it is imperative that you pull next to the sidewalk and 

never drop off students in the middle of the street. 

● Under no circumstance are unauthorized vehicles to park in the driveway and leave the 

vehicle unattended! 

● Unauthorized vehicles should not park in parking stalls labeled for specific staff members.  

● Please pick up students promptly after school. 

 

Rainy Day Schedule (Please make sure that students come to school when it rains) 

On rainy mornings, students are asked NOT to report to school earlier than 7:40 A.M., unless they 

are eating breakfast.  At that time all students are going directly into the cafeteria.  By doing this, we 

can keep children as dry as possible until class starts. During rainy days, the school parking lot 

driveway will be open for drop-offs and pick-up.     

 

Bicycles  

 Children riding bicycles are to dismount at the driveway and walk their bicycles to 

the rack.  Bicycles are to be properly locked to prevent them from being taken from the 

grounds.  It is against the rules to ride bicycles on the sidewalk, in the corridors, or on 

the playground.  Students must always wear helmets when riding bicycles.  

 

Skateboards and scooters are not allowed on campus.  

 
 

 



Data Confirmation 

Every parent who has enrolled their child in our school will need to complete the Aeries Data Confirmation 

Process for their child(ren). It is imperative that this process is completed and up to date for emergency 

purposes. The following link will provide instructions on how to access AERIES. 

https://www.hlpschools.org/family/data-confirmation-instructions  

Note: Students whose parents have not completed the Data Confirmation, may not attend any 

fieldtrips due to the emergency information not being verified through the process.  

 

 

Emergency Contacts and Changes of Address 

Throughout the year, please update the Aeries Parent Portal immediately if you 

have a change of address or phone/cell numbers.  This information is critical in case 

we need to contact you on behalf of your child.  If you need assistance with changing 

the information and cannot do it on-line, you may stop by the office for assistance. 

Only adults whose name appears on the emergency card will be able to pick 

up students from school.  Photo ID will be required to pick up.   

 

Parent Square 

School to home communication is sent out through Parent Square. This program 

uses the information provided on the Aeries Parent Portal to communicate through emails, texts or 

through the Parent Square App.  Parent Square may be accessed through your cell phone or 

computer. https://www.hlpschools.org/family/parentsquare-communications 

 

School Safety 

● Safety is a priority, and we are a closed campus. Only parents that have completed a parent 

volunteer application and have been approved by the district are allowed on campus during school 

hours. https://valinda.hlpschools.org/parent-involvement/volunteers 

 

● Only adults with a valid picture ID on the student emergency contact information are allowed to 

withdraw students early from school. This is why it is important to update your Aeries information 

through the Data Confirmation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Campaigns at Valinda School of Academics 

Parents must make sure that their children come to school on time 

every day.  Last year, Valinda had over 47 students that were chronically 

absent.  Chronically absent means that they were absent from school more 

than 18 school days in one year.  Absences make an enormous impact on 

student academics.  We need parental help to make sure all our students are 

successful and coming to school.

https://www.hlpschools.org/family/data-confirmation-instructions
https://www.hlpschools.org/family/parentsquare-communications
https://valinda.hlpschools.org/parent-involvement/volunteers


 

Attendance Information and Procedures 

Attendance 

Regular school attendance is very important and necessary for the students to do their 

best. According to the research done by the National Center for Education Statistics, poor 

attendance in TK and kindergarten leads to poor attendance in subsequent years and 

lower achievement in reading, math, and general knowledge. In addition, a child with 

poor attendance in TK-8 will be at greater risk for dropping out of high school. 

(http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/attendancedata/chapter1a.asp) 

 

 

 

Please remember the following: 

 

There are 3 ways that you can communicate with the school office if your child is absent: 

 

1) Call the front office on the day of your child’s absence to notify our office staff. The school’s number is (626) 

933-4705.  

2) If you cannot call the office, then a note must be sent to the office upon the student’s return. 

3) Parent Square will automatically send notifications out when a student is tardy or absent.  You may also 

excuse your student by responding to notifications within 72 hours.  

 

● If an extended absence is necessary, please notify the office and principal ahead of time. Also notify the 

teacher so that work can be assigned  

● Always send a written excuse to school when your child returns after an absence if you have not 

notified the office.  In case of illness, we must know the specific nature of the illness (i.e., cold, flu, 

measles, etc.) 

● Absences are excused for the following reasons:  illness, medical or dental appointments (for the 

student only), family death, court matter for the student only and quarantine of family by health 

officials. Please provide a doctor, dental or court note to be included in the student’s attendance 

records.  

● GREAT Attendance includes not being tardy to school.  Awards given for GREAT Attendance include 

coming to school on time.  This year we will look at excessive early pick-ups for each student. 

We suggest that doctors’ and dentists’ appointments are scheduled after school when 

possible. 

● School Staff will call home if a student frequently misses school or arrives late.  Student Attendance 

Review Team (SART) meetings may be held for serious attendance concerns.   

● Excessive unexcused absences trigger the district SART & SARB process.  This process is when the 

school is mandated to hold meetings with parents to inform them of excessive absences or tardies, and 

if not rectified can result in district hearings.  Please note that 3 tardies = 1 absence for this process. 

● Every day counts for learning! Attend today, Achieve Tomorrow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Withdrawing Students During the School Day 

If an emergency or appointment makes it necessary to take your children from the classroom, please come to 

the office and sign the “Early Check-Out” book.  Your child will be called to come to the office once the adult 

has physically come in and shown proper identification. Children will be released only to parents or guardians 

who are listed on the emergency card.  Please be sure to carry your government issued identification 

card.  

● Please do not check out students during the last 15 minutes of the school day.   

● Please do not check out all siblings for the appointment of one sibling (this is against the law, and such 

action will be listed as unexcused).  



Aeries Parent Portal access is needed to edit (add or remove contacts).  We do not accept over the phone requests to 

add or remove information or contacts from your child’s Aries account due to not being able to verify who is making 

these requests over the phone.  

 

Student Illness During the Day 

Students will be sent up to the office by teachers or staff.  Students are NOT to use 

their cell phones to text or call parents. Parents will be notified, by office staff, to 

pick up students if deemed necessary.   

 

If a student is sent home for throwing up, high fever, or has non-clear fluids running 

from noses, pink eye, or exhibits any other contagious symptoms, please make sure they 

are seen by a doctor before they return to school. Please bring a doctor's note upon 

return. 

 

 

Medications 

If a child is taking prescribed medication that is to be taken during school hours 

per doctors’ request, parent and physician signatures are required on form 

#440 available through the data confirmation process or from the school office.  The 

medication must be kept in the school office and will be given out only by school 

personnel (nurse, office manager, principal, or teacher).  

 

The school cannot assume the responsibility of notifying students of the time to 

take their medication.  Please make sure your child and the teacher are aware of 

time requirements. No over the counter (OTC) medications will be dispersed at 

school. 

 

Without this form, staff may not administer any type of medication, including over the counter. 

 

 

School Services 

 

Bus Service 

Our transportation department asks that students be consistent in riding the school bus to and from 

home every day.  A note must be given to the office if your child is not riding the bus on a particular 

day. Students may only embark and disembark the bus at their designated stops. 

Students are to conduct themselves properly while riding the bus or may be issued a citation by the 

driver for misconduct.  The first citation will serve as a warning.  The second citation will result in a 

temporary suspension of bus privilege.  If the child receives a third citation bus privileges may be revoked.  

 

 

Cafeteria Service 

For the 2026-27 school year, ALL HLPUSD students will receive breakfast and lunch for FREE.  We still ask that 

you complete the Aeries Parent Data confirmation so that the district can provide data to demonstrate 

that these programs are much needed in our communities. 

 

**Free Breakfast and Lunch for Every Student** 

Breakfast and lunch will be served daily starting on the first day of school: Breakfast is served between 7:15-7:50 

AM. The food services department does not allow fast food to be brought to students during the day.  We 

also do not allow students to receive food delivered to them through food apps. 

 

Lunch Time Food Drop Off 

The office will not accept any food to be brought and dropped off in the office for students to pick up.  

The office will not be calling and interrupting class time to have students pick up lunch or any other 

items. Please plan ahead of time as the office gets extremely busy, there isn’t proper food storage and 

we do not want to disrupt classrooms. 

 

 

 



Meal Mandate 

Code of Federal Regulations, Title 7 CFR Part 210.10[g], requires that a “nutritionally adequate meal” be available 

for every student on any day for which ADA is collected. This means that any student, TK-12 must have lunch 

available to him/her every day and cannot be told that there is no lunch offered to them.  

 

 

Cafeteria Expectations- Be Kind, Work Hard, Be Safe and Be Clean 

The first week of school we will be taking the students to the cafeteria to model the expected cafeteria process of 

lining up, going through the lunch line, getting their utensils, walking to their seats, eating, practicing their inside 

voices and cleaning up after themselves.  

 

Other Lunch Information Reminders 

If your child does not want to eat the lunch provided by the cafeteria, please send them to school with their lunch in 

the morning.  With over 325 students on campus and a high percentage of parents dropping off food in the office it 

becomes high in traffic, and we cannot be responsible if lunches go missing or if the student forgets to pick it up.  

 

Lunch Menus Available On-Line 

Make sure to register so that you may have access to the breakfast and lunch menus provided.  
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/2221 
 

Students are not allowed to order food from a food app and have it dropped off during school hours. Students should 

not be using their cell phones, and they need to be in their designated area during lunchtime and not in the front 

office waiting. Students need to eat the food provided in the cafeteria or bring their own lunch to school in the 

morning. 

 

Classroom Celebration (Only one small item) 

Parents often ask if they can bring treats to celebrate their child’s birthday in class. Just a reminder that parents 

are not allowed on campus unless they have completed a parent volunteer application and have been cleared by the 

district.  

Parents will only be able to bring one small item (usually a small cupcake) or a small bag of treats. Five 

minutes before students are dismissed, the classroom will sing happy birthday and will receive the goodie on the 

way out. Treats should be given to the student in the morning so that they can give them to the teacher.  This will 

eliminate having it inside the school office.  

 

Library Services  

(You will need to sign a Library Borrower Agreement Form for your child to be able to check out books)  

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748890625/hlpschoolsorg/hxwyloplcooa0as8thzw/LibraryBorrowerAgreemen

tFillable.pdf 

The school library will be open Monday through Friday.  Our librarian supervises the library and 

students on a regular schedule.  Students may check out books on a weekly basis. Parents are 

required to sign a contract regarding lost or damaged books.  The cost of lost or damaged books must 

be reimbursed to the school. For 5th grade students, this needs to be cleared up prior to the end of the 

year promotion.  You will be issued a receipt for your payment.  Our library is continually updated 

with new books which reflect student interests.  

 

 

Lost and Found 

As the year progresses, we accumulate lots of lost articles.  Please label all student items (coats, 

sweaters, jackets, lunch boxes, notebooks, books, etc.).  Parents may check the lost and found clothes 

rack in the cafeteria after school. Any leftover items will be donated to the needy 3x a year, Winter 

Break, Spring Break, and at the End of the School Year.  

 

 

Pictures 

Student pictures are taken twice a year, in Fall and Spring. Fifth grade students also take panoramic pictures 

in January and during spring pictures they will take graduation pictures.  School picture purchases can be 

completed online. Teachers may also take pictures of students during the school year in their classrooms. 

Valinda has several social media accounts to promote our school where students might come out with your 

https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/2221
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748890625/hlpschoolsorg/hxwyloplcooa0as8thzw/LibraryBorrowerAgreementFillable.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748890625/hlpschoolsorg/hxwyloplcooa0as8thzw/LibraryBorrowerAgreementFillable.pdf


permission.  If you would like your child to participate in our social media, you will need to give 

parent permission during the Aeries Parent Data Confirmation by clicking “yes”. 

 

 

Field Trips 

 

Field trips are offered as privileges to enrich a given area of study.  They are not mandatory, and 

students may be excluded if the teacher and/or principal feels that the student is not following the 

behavior or academic school expectations and might put themselves or others in safety situations. 

 

You may anticipate that each grade level will have one field trip for the 26-27 school year if we are able to 

raise the amount of money needed. 

 

Parents who are interested in assisting during field trips must submit the appropriate volunteer paperwork to 

the district ASAP …NO EXCEPTIONS! Please keep in mind that once on the volunteer list, each teacher 

reserves the right to establish their criteria for selecting volunteers for a field trip. Volunteer forms are to be 

completed on-line using the following link: https://valinda.hlpschools.org/parent-involvement/volunteers   Do 

not wait until the last minute to turn in the documentation as the processing times for parent volunteer 

applications can take a couple of weeks.  

 

Note: If parents are not cleared to volunteer, they may not be around our students during a field trip. 

 

Academic and Behavioral Supports 

Valinda School of Academics implements the MTSS program to assist students that are at-risk and need additional 

services and support, whether it is academic, behavior or social emotional. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://valinda.hlpschools.org/parent-involvement/volunteers


Positive Behavior Intervention Systems 

As part of the Tier 1 behavior program, these are some of the programs that we have in place to assist 

schoolwide with positive and preventative measures. 

 
Student Creed 

Valinda students recite this creed every 

morning after the pledge of allegiance. 

 

I live to learn. 

I learn to live. 

I am capable. 

I am confident. 

I am responsible for my choices. 

I chose to succeed today. 

 and every day! 

 
School Expectations 

 

Be Kind 

Work Hard 

Be Safe 

Be Clean 

 
Virtuous Valiant Tickets 

All students have an opportunity to receive 

Virtuous Valiant tickets by following our 

school expectations. 

These tickets are entered in our monthly 

raffle. Winners will be chosen during our 

monthly Valiant Assembly. 

 

Be Kind, Work Hard, Be Safe, Be Clean 

 
 

 

Positive Behavior Intervention 
Systems (PBIS) Stations 

 
TK-5 grade students take part in our PBIS learning 
stations.  Stations take place in different areas of our 
school.  The purpose of these stations is to review 
what the expected behaviors are in each area such 
as:  
Playground, Hallways, Office, Front of the School and 
Cafeteria. 
 
This helps prevent unwanted behaviors. 

 
Social Emotional and Bullying Curriculum 

Second Step 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Student of the Month 
Teachers will choose one student a month that 
demonstrates the following virtues/ traits. They will 
be recognized every month during our monthly 
Valiant Assembly. Virtues/Traits may include: 
 
              Responsibility       Resolution 
                   Respect          Accomplishments 
              Perseverance          Gratitude 
                 Friendship            Citizenship 
                 Generosity          Collaboration 
             Communication      Creativity 
                         Critical Thinking Skills 



 

 



         VALINDA SCHOOL OF ACADEMICS 
Elementary Student Cell Phone & Mobile Device Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Uniform/District Dress Code Policy 
(Please refer to the District Website under “Parents-> Policies and Procedures Handbook for more information) 

 

The 26-27 District Annual Information Handbook states that, “Parents who object to the Dress for Success Uniform Policy must fill 

out and submit a waiver request form at the school site during the two weeks before the opening of school (Starting July 22, 2026). 

This information was provided when completing the Data confirmation that opens on July 23rd, 2026. 

This form will also be available in the school office.  Please complete it and submit it to the office so that the waiver can be reviewed 

by the administration. The HLPUSD School Board and Valinda School of Academics believe dress affects attitude and behavior, and 

students wearing uniforms arrive at school with the “ready- to- learn-and-succeed” attitude. Parents will be asked to bring appropriate 

uniform or dress attire if students are not following our district policy. 

 

Exemption Procedure Outlined by the HLPUSD District Annual Information Handbook 

 

Yearly Waivers  

1. Parents who object to the Dress for Success Uniform Policy must fill out and submit a waiver request form at the school site during 

the two weeks before the opening of school.  

2. Parents of students new to the district will have a two-week period to file a waiver request from the date of enrollment. During this 

two-week period, students must meet district Student Dress and Grooming Standards.  

 

WAIVERS OF VARYING DURATION  

Waivers of varying duration for the Dress for Success Uniform Policy may be issued by the site administrators. These waivers are 

restricted to those who meet one of the following criteria:  

 

1. Short-Term Health – a health issue that would preclude the student from being able to wear regular clothes to school. 

2. Religious Freedom – for those families who belong to a denomination or sect that has historical religious tenets that can be verified, 

which precludes them from wearing anything other than their religious apparel.  

3. Financial Hardship – For those families that have four or more children in the district and meet one of the following criteria: a. 

homelessness; b. head of the family is unemployed or on disability.  

 

More Dress Code Policy Information is included on the HLPUSD website under Policies and Handbooks in the Parent Tab. 

 

Valinda expects all students to adhere to the uniform/waiver policy. We also encourage students to 
participate in college wear Thursdays and school spirit day Fridays  

(Students can wear spirit wear any day of the week.) 

Uniform Policy 
Uniforms are required in.  

Grades TK-5 

District Waiver Policy 
 

The school uniform consists of 
the following: 

● Bottoms: Navy blue 
or Khaki (slacks, 
uniform pants, shorts, 
skorts, skirts, jumpers, 
sweatpants) 

● Tops: must have collar 
- boy and girls tucked 
in if longer than wrists 
(shirts, blouses, 
sweaters) white, lt. 
blue, black, red  

● School jackets, t-
shirts, sweatshirts 
(school logos, college 
or university logos; 
must be worn over 
collared shirt) 

● White sweaters (no 
logos) 

Students on waivers still must wear appropriate clothing that contributes to a 
safe and productive learning environment.  Students will dress for success.  

● No baggy pants 
● No faded or torn jeans (no skin exposed at any time) 
● No tank tops, spaghetti straps, short tops, or halter tops 
● No shorts or skirts/skorts shorter than fingertips (girls) or longer 

than knees (boys) 
● Logos should not be on T-shirts or blouses. 
● Collared shirts are preferred. 
● No immodest clothing 
● Shoes should be sturdy and appropriate for Physical Education.   
● No sandals, open-toed shoes, steel-toed boots, or shoes with a heel 

over 1 inch or shoes that can slip off easily.  
● Jewelry should be subtle and not pose a safety concern. 
● No gang attire. 

Make-up: 
● Make-up will not be allowed on site. 
● Students can wear light lip-gloss and powder, as needed. 

 
General  Rules 



• Toys should not be brought to school unless the teacher has given permission for them to be shared. If toys 

are brought without permission and are lost, they will not be replaced. They may also be confiscated by staff 

members if necessary. 

• Restrooms are not play areas. Any student found vandalizing the restrooms will face appropriate 

consequences. 

• Profane language is offensive to others and will not be tolerated. 

• Appropriate footwear (shoes) must be worn at all times. Shoes must cover both the toes and the heel. 

"Appropriate" means that students must be able to actively participate in physical education. 

• Students must show courtesy, understanding, and respect for others every day. 

• Students may not eat in hallways, courtyards, or paved play areas. Food must be eaten in the designated 

area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALINDA HAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT FOR OUR STUDENTS TO USE DURING RECESS. STUDENTS 

MUST CARRY THEIR SCHOOL ISSUED I.D.’S IN ORDER TO CHECKOUT EQUIPMENT. We will be 

issuing a tentative student ID on the first day of school to all students. 

 

Playground Rules  

● No group of students shall exclude any one student from playing any game.  No one is to be left out.  

● Students are to be respectful of each other at all times with no physical contact.   

● Bullying (physical or emotional) is not tolerated. 

● During recess and lunch time, students are to remain on the playground area.  

● Students are to walk to and from the playground area with their teachers.  

● Bouncing balls off classroom walls and hallways is prohibited. 

● Rough games such as: tackle football, chicken fights, keep away, “play fighting”, etc., are not allowed.  

● Dodge Ball is allowed, as long as it does not become too rough.  It must be played in the blacktop area.  Any 

adult in the yard may deem a game too rough and stop it immediately.  

● Playground equipment should be used in the manner for which it was designed.  

● Climbing trees, fences and backstops is not allowed.  

● If a ball goes over a fence or onto a roof, inform the site supervisor aide.  Students are not allowed to climb 

over fences to retrieve balls.  

 

Equipment Rules 

SLIDE: 

● Wait at the bottom of the ladder for your turn.  

● Go down slide one at a time in an upright forward sitting position only.  

● Sand or paper towels are not permitted on the slide.  

● For safety reasons no loitering at the top or bottom is allowed.  

● Walking up to the front of the slide is not permitted.  

● Keep your feet and legs inside the slide.  

● Sliding up or down support poles is not permitted.  

 

HORIZONTAL BARS: 

● Only one student at a time on each pole.  

● Sweaters coats may not be wrapped around bars.  

● Do not jump off the bars at any time.  

● No hanging by the knees, standing or sitting on the bars is allowed.  

VERTICAL POLES: 

● Only one student at a time on each pole.  

● Do not play under others who are climbing.  

● Do not climb on top of frame.  

HORIZONTAL LADDER: 

● Students may never sit or stand on top of the bars (ladder).  

● Direction of travel can only be in one direction.  



● No hanging from the knees is allowed.  

 

SWINGS: 

● Always swing sitting in a proper fashion.  

● No standing in swings.  No twirling or swinging sideways.  

● Only one person is to be on each swing.  

● Students are not to climb on top or jump off swings.  

● Students can have a turn of 50 full swings. (Students may count up to 50 to switch off on the swing) 

● No countbacks are allowed. 

 

 BALLS: 

● Balls are not to be brought from home for play at school.  

● Softballs, footballs, and soccer balls are to be used only on grass areas.  

● Only footballs and soccer balls are to be kicked.  

● Hardballs, handballs, tennis balls and superballs are not permitted. 

● Balls must be held when the bell rings. 

● If classrooms have ball monitors, when the bell rings, balls are to be handed over to the ball monitor, and 

then proceed to get in line. 

 

 

Discipline and Suspendable/Expellable Offenses 

Please refer to the District Handbook of Policies and Procedures for this information at: 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753898235/hlpschoolsorg/npw4h9saifunepsgd05k/HLPU

SDHandbook2024-2025English.pdf 
 

 

 

California State Tests for 2026-27 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAASPP- Students take the state mandated tests in the Spring of 2027. CAASPP tests will be given to 

students in grades 3-5 this year. Prior to testing, students are prepared with study skills, practice sets, 

and encouragement.  The results are published during the summer.  This data is used to help us improve 

our instruction.  Our academic goals are defined in our school plan, which is available on our school 

website. 

 

California Science Test 

The California Science Test will be administered in the Spring of 2027 to 5th grade students. The results 

are published during the summer.  This data is used to help us improve our instruction.  Our academic 

goals are defined in our school plan, which is available on our school website. 

 

Summative ELPAC 

English Learners will take the Summative ELPAC test to monitor their progress in English.  The 

ELPAC will be administered in March 2027. The results are published during the summer.  This data is 

used to help us improve our instruction.  Our academic goals are defined in our school plan, which is 

available on our school website. 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753898235/hlpschoolsorg/npw4h9saifunepsgd05k/HLPUSDHandbook2024-2025English.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753898235/hlpschoolsorg/npw4h9saifunepsgd05k/HLPUSDHandbook2024-2025English.pdf


MAP District Interim Assessments  

MAP (K-5) assessments are given to students in the fall, winter and spring of this academic school year. 

This helps us monitor their academic progress and growth.  These assessments are norm-referenced 

therefore compare students nationwide based on similar characteristics (age, grade, etc…) 

 

DIBELs District Assessments 

K-2nd Grade phonics assessment will be administered every trimester to monitor students’ reading 

progress. 

 

2026-2027 Valinda Awards Criteria 
 

Currently Under Construction 

Information will be coming in the Fall 

 
 

 

Homework Policy 
 

 

 

 
Homework 

Homework consists of school-related assignments by a teacher, which will require time and 

effort outside of the regular classroom for successful completion by the students.  The teacher 

will provide more information during Back to School Night. 

The HLPUSD Board of Education considers homework to be an important part of the instructional 

program, because when it is properly implemented students will: 

● 1. Develop study habits and self-discipline basic to effective study and the ability to work 

independently. 

● 2.Gain more knowledge and enhance abilities by extending their classroom learning beyond the 

classroom. 

● 3.Have more opportunities to develop personalized, creative approaches to projects and other 

schoolwork. 

● 4.Learn to use their time more effectively and efficiently. 

● 5. Learn to use home and community learning resources. 

 

Helpful Homework Habits: 

● Provide a place to study that is quiet, well lit, and has adequate workspace.  

● Have paper, pencil, and any other needed supplies handy.  

● Set a schedule as “study time”.  Try not to have any interruptions during this time.  

● Turn off the T.V. and technology devices during homework time.  

● Limit television/technology usage  

● Check with your child daily to see if homework has been assigned.  

● Check your child’s homework to see if it is being done correctly.  

● Make sure homework is done neatly and on time.  

● Strive for the best quality of work which he/she is capable of. 

● Motivate your child by using positive reinforcement.  

● Discuss the importance of developing good homework habits.  

 

 



Accelerated Reader Awards Incentives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Policy:   

Students must read daily both in and out of class.  Students are expected to check out books from our 

library and make gains in their reading progress as measured by our AR STAR reading program.  

Students earn AR points by reading and taking comprehension tests online.  Students are rewarded 

for reaching their AR goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Technology Programs-  
Each student must have a signed electronic borrowers’ agreement for the 26-27 school year. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748890713/hlpschoolsorg/oobir1gkgw4jlowfpkxq/ElectronicBorrowerAgreeme

ntFillable.pdf 
 

The following technology programs and other ones will be used by students in the classroom and at home: 

 

● SORA- Gives students online access to eBooks. 

● Accelerated Readers- Reading Fluency and Comprehension (2nd- 5th Grade) 

● Lexia (English Language Arts) Kinder- 5th Grade. 

● Dreambox (Math)- Kinder- 5th grade. 

● EPIC is also another program that provides students with access to reading material. 

 

The teacher will provide your child with all the access information at the beginning of school.  

 

Valinda’s Parent Programs 
 

Parent Volunteers 

Valinda Parent Volunteers are known for the great support they offer our teachers and students.  

They represent a very dedicated and hard-working group of parents and community members. 

Parent Volunteers are always welcomed at Valinda School of Academics.  There are many 

opportunities for parents and community members to volunteer to assist in the school program.  

If you want to be an on-going parent volunteer and work directly with children (classroom, field 

trips, etc....) please go on the following link to follow the process that is needed.  

https://valinda.hlpschools.org/parent-involvement/volunteers .Once you are cleared by the school 

district there are a variety of areas in which you can volunteer in: 

●  Parent Boosters 

●  Library 

● Playground supervision 

● Cafeteria assistance 

● School office 

● Classrooms 

● Sports 

● Student Council 

● Talent Show 

● School Programs 

 

Parent Boosters 

We need parent leadership roles within our Booster.  We are also in need of members who want 

to help make a difference at their child’s school.  Once we get a group of members that want to 

help, we can start providing activities for students and fundraising for the schoolwide activities 

and fieldtrips.  

 

 

Parent Passports  

We encourage all parents to get at least 20 parent involvement hours this year so 

that they may attend a volunteer award luncheon that is held in May 2027.  Any 

parent-related activities may be used to accumulate hours. Activities may include 

attendance at Back to School Night, Parent Conferences, Parent Meetings, 

Classroom Helper, Volunteer Coach, etc....  Just make sure that a staff employee 

signs off on your passport. 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748890713/hlpschoolsorg/oobir1gkgw4jlowfpkxq/ElectronicBorrowerAgreementFillable.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748890713/hlpschoolsorg/oobir1gkgw4jlowfpkxq/ElectronicBorrowerAgreementFillable.pdf
https://valinda.hlpschools.org/parent-involvement/volunteers


 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Parent-teacher conferences occur twice a year.  Our goal is to have 100% 

participation by parents.  Parents are encouraged to ask for conferences 

anytime during the year if they have questions or concerns.  Our goal is 

to keep parents fully informed about students’ progress and meet with every family at 

conference time. 

 

Parent Square Communication  

All communication from school to home will be sent through Parent Square.  It is extremely 

important that you enroll in Parent Square. To enroll go to the following website:  

https://www.parentsquare.com/signin. Go to “Register” and include your email or cell phone that 

was provided to the school. If you use a different cell number or email, you will not have 

access to Valinda’s Parent Square account. 

 

 

 

Parent Input 

● Parents are invited to participate in our parent advisory groups: Shared 

Decision Making/School Site Council (SDM/SSC), Dual Immersion 

Parent Advisory Committee (DIPAC) and English Learners Advisory 

Council (ELAC).   

● SDM/SSC-works with the staff on the school plan and budget/academic 

priorities.   

● ELAC provides input about attendance and support for students learning English as a 

second language.   

● DIPAC- Provides input on how to improve our Dual Immersion Program at our school site.  

● Community School Advisory Council- Parents, staff and community members are invited to 

participate and provide advice on community programs or school needs. 

● These important parent groups help guide our educational support for our children.  

Meeting notices are on the monthly school calendar and posted on the office bulletin board. 

 

 

 

 

Valinda School of Academics is a better place for 

students when PARENTS get involved. 

https://www.parentsquare.com/signin


 

Title I School-Level Parent and Family Engagement Policy  

VALINDA SCHOOL OF ACADEMICS 
1030 N. INDIAN SUMMER AVE.  •  LA PUENTE, CA  91744 • (626) 933-4700 (626) 855-3787 FAX 

2026-2027 School Year 

2.0 With approval from the local governing board, Valinda School of Academics has developed a 

written Title I parent and family engagement policy with input from parents and family members of 

participating children. Parents attend SSC and ELAC meetings to input and assist with the 

development of school policies.   The school has distributed the policy to parents and family 

members of children served under Title I, Part A. The policy is given to students to take home 

to parents.  It is in the Parent/Student Handbook and posted on the school website.  (20 

United States Code [U.S.C.] Section [§] 6318[b][1]) 

2.1 Involvement of Parents in the Title I Program 

The policy describes the means for carrying out Title I parent and family engagement 

requirements. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[b][1]) 

To involve parents and family members in the Title I program at Valinda School of Academics 

the following practices have been established:  

a) The school convenes an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of 

participating children shall be invited to attend and encouraged to attend, to inform parents 

and family members of their school’s participation in the Title I program and to explain the 

requirements, and the right of the parents to be involved. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][1]) 

     Title I program meetings take place during the first month of school. Valinda 

invites parents to attend the meeting via a Parent Square message, announcement 

on the marquee, date on the monthly calendar and website. Parent Square 

communication sent home in English and Spanish. The purpose of the meeting is to 

inform parents of Title I services offered at our school, and their responsibilities. 

b) The school offers a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or 

evening, and may provide Title I funds, childcare, or home visits, as such services related 

to parent involvement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][2]) 

     Parents have the option to attend one of the meetings that take place in the 

school. The school tries to offer meetings during the morning and the evening. The 

meeting is held within the first 30 days of school. 

     Parents that are unable to attend the meeting are asked to review the Title I 

program on our website, a scheduled meeting with the principal or designee. 

c) The school involves parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, 

review, and improvement of the school’s Title I program, including the planning, reviewing, 

and improvement of the school parent and family engagement policy and the joint 

development of the schoolwide program plan. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][3]) 

     Parents are invited to attend SSC/SDM (at least five per school year) or other 

school meetings to provide ideas to implement Title I at Valinda School of 

Academics. Parents are invited to review the plan at any time during the school year.  



A copy of the plan is available in the main office of the school, on our school website 

and/or the parent/student Handbook given to all students at the beginning of the 

school year. 

d) The school provides parents with the following:  

1. Timely information about the Title I program. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][4][A]) 

     The school provides at the beginning of the year information about Title I programs 

available at this school site and when parents request this information. Details 

regarding our Title 1 program are posted on our school website. 

2. A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of 

academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels 

of the challenging State academic standards. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][4][B]) 

     During Back-to-School Night parents receive information about the school 

programs. They receive specific information through AERIES, during parent 

conferences, Student Success Team meetings, ELAC meetings, SSC meetings 

and/or when they request it from the teachers. 

3. If requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and 

to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and 

respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. (20 U.S.C. § 

6318[c][4][C]) 

     At Valinda School of Academics parents can request to meet with teachers or 

administrators any time of the year to discuss the progress of their student. They 

can do it personally, by writing a note, by phone, e-mail or Parent Square. Parents 

are encouraged to visit classrooms as long as an appointment has been 

scheduled. Parents are always invited to Coffee with the Principal and other 

Parent Meetings such as ELAC, SSC and DIPAC. 

4. If the schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, 

the school submits any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan 

available to the local educational agency. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][5]) 

    Parents are encouraged to provide input on the school plan during ELAC and 

SSC meetings. Input and comments are documented in the minutes. The LCAP 

process is carried out during Coffee with the Principal. ELAC and SSC meetings. 

These provide opportunities for families to participate. 

2.2 Building Capacity for Involvement (Parent and Family Engagement Policy) 

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school 

involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school 

and local educational agency assisted with Title I, Part A funds establishing the practices listed 

below. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e]) 

a) The school provides parents with assistance in understanding such topics as the 

challenging State academic standards, State and local assessments, the requirements of 

Title I, Part A, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve 

the achievement of their children. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][1]) 

● Parent workshops 

● Student Focus Team meetings (SST) 

● Parent conferences 



● Grades sent home and accessed online (AERIES). 

● School offers technology assistance with accessing: AERIES and Parent 

Square 

b) The school provides parents with materials and training to help parents work with their 

children to improve their children's achievement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][2] 

● Handouts of presentations (ELAC, SSC, DIPAC, Coffee with the Principal, 

Parent Workshops)           

● Links to helpful websites 

● The Latino Literacy Program (K-3) 

● One-to-one assistance 

c) The school educates teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and 

other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility 

of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 

parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties 

between parents and the school. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][3]) 

● SSC meetings 

● ELAC meetings 

● Valinda Parent Boosters 

● Coffee with the Principal 

● DIPAC 

● Latino Family Literacy Program 

● Other parent groups 

● Implement a Parent Program to assist with raising student achievement  

d) The school, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinates and integrates parent 

involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, 

including public preschool programs, and conducts other activities to encourage and 

support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children. (20 U.S.C. § 

6318[e][4]) 

● Parent workshops 

● Food Distribution 

● School activities 

● After school program 

● Parent Certification Classes 

● Parent Passport Program 

e) The school ensures that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and 

other activities is sent to parents in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language 

the parents can understand. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][5]) 

● Parent Square communication sent in English and Spanish  

● Bulletins in English and Spanish 

● Bulletin board at the office in English and Spanish 

● Monthly calendar 

● Information posted on our website 

 



f) The school provides such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities 

under this section as parents may request. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][14]) 

● Workshops for parents 

● Food Distribution 

● One-to-one support 

● Encouraging Parents to participate during school activities 

 

2.3 Accessibility 

Valinda School of Academics, to the extent practicable, provides opportunities for the informed 

participation of all parents and family members (including parents and family members with 

limited English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities, and parents and family 

members of migratory children) including providing information and school reports required under 

20 U.S.C. § 6311 in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents 

understand. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[f]) 

● English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC) 

● Student Success Team (SST) 

● Individual Educational Plans 

● All meetings and information are in English and Spanish when needed 

 

2.4 School-Parent Compact 

As a component of the school-level parent and family engagement policy, each school served 

under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-

parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the 

responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school 

and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high 

standards. The school-parent compact shall carry out the requirements listed below. (20 U.S.C. § 

6318[d]) 

a) Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a 

supportive and effective learning environment that enables the children served under this 

part to meet the challenging state academic standards, and the ways in which each parent 

will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning; volunteering in their child’s 

classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their 

children and positive use of extracurricular time. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][1]) 

Valinda School of Academics has jointly developed with and distributed to parents of Title I 
students a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and 
students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement. It also 
describes how the school and parents will develop a partnership to help children reach 
proficiency on the California content standards. The school-parent compact describes the 
following items in addition to items added by parents of Title I students:  

1. The school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction  

2. The families’ responsibility to support their children’s learning at school and home 

3. The students’ responsibility to improve their academic achievement 



4. The importance of ongoing communication between parents and teachers through, at 
least, annual conferences, reports on student progress, access to staff, and opportunities 
to volunteer and participate in and observe the educational program 

 

b) Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing 

basis through, at a minimum, the requirements listed below. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2]) 

1. Parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the 

compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s 

achievement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][A]) 

● The school/staff are responsible for informing and schedule a parent-

teacher conference to discuss the students’ academic 

achievement/progress. 

● School-Family Compacts will be revisited during fall conferences. 

● The families are responsible to support their children’s learning at school 

and home. 

2. Frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][B]) 

● Progress reports are discussed and provided every trimester through 

Aeries and during the first and second parent-teacher conference 

(elementary).  

3. Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s 

class, and observation of classroom activities. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][C]) 

● Parents are offered free fingerprinting (10 on a first-come-first-serve basis) 

to volunteer in the classrooms.  

● Parents can request and schedule a meeting with their child’s teacher to 

volunteer or participate in their child’s classroom (when the volunteer 

process has been cleared by the district). 

4. Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and 

school staff, and, to the extent practicable, in a language that family members can 

understand. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][D]) 

● The School-Family compact is revised each year during ELAC and SSC-

SDM meetings. It is reviewed and discussed with families during the first 

conference. 

● All flyers and Parent Square messages are sent in English and Spanish 

● Large majority of bilingual staff are on campus. 

 
**The policy must be updated periodically to meet changing needs of parents and family members and the 

school. If the school has a process in place for involving parents and family members in planning and 

designing the school’s programs, the school may use that process if it includes adequate representation of 

parents and family members of children receiving Title I, Part A services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Please read the approved Home School Compact for the 2026-27 school year.  You will be signing a 

school copy during parent conference in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Discipline and Suspendable/Expellable Offenses 
 



 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS SECTION TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER 

 

 

 

 
 

Check off Sheet 
❑  My Parent Aeries Data Confirmation is complete! (Reach out to your child’s teacher if you 

need assistance) 

❑ I have read through the Parent/Student Handbook with my child. 

❑ I have signed up and downloaded the Parent Square App to receive school 

communications. (Reach out to your child’s teacher if you need assistance) 

 

❑ I have looked at the “Valinda Calendar at a Glance” provided in this handbook to plan 

ahead in regard to childcare needs, family vacations or scheduling doctors’ appointments 

whenever possible.  

 

❑ I checked yes or no on the bottom section of this form regarding my child’s picture, 

likeness, or words included in HLPUSD publications, school website, social media and/or 

other school related materials?  

 

  Parent Name ___________________________________ Parent E-mail__________________________________________ 

      

      Parent Cell Phone #____________________ 

 

      Student Name __________________________   Grade: __________   Teacher _____________________________ 

 

I would like to be involved in the following ways: 

 

❑ Volunteer in the classroom. 

❑ Become a parent Booster 

❑ Volunteer for fundraising events. 

❑ Parking Lot Safety Team 

❑ Shared Decision Making/School Site Council (SDM/SSC)  

❑ English Learners Advisory Council (ELAC).  

❑ Dual Immersion Parent Advisory Committee (DIPAC) 

❑ Community School Advisory Council 

❑ Volunteer in School Events 

Note: If you want to volunteer during school hours you must be cleared by the district.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you give permission to have your student’s picture, likeness, or words included in HLPUSD 

publications, school website, social media and/or other school related materials?  

 

    YES   NO 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________ Date:  _________________ 

 


