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John F. Kennedy High School to Host CNBC for “Financial Foundations” Event

CNBC journalists and CFP® professionals to deliver hands-on financial literacy sessions.

Paterson, NJ (April 14, 2026) - John F. Kennedy High School will host CNBC on Tuesday, April
21 for its “Financial Foundations” event, an in-person experience designed to help students build
knowledge and confidence to navigate their financial futures after graduation.

The event will connect students with CNBC Senior Personal Finance Correspondent Sharon
Epperson and members of the CNBC CFP® Circle, a select group of journalists who hold the
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ designation. The event is part of CNBC’s editorial efforts
for Financial Literacy Month, highlighting the importance of personal finance education. Together,
they will lead a series of interactive sessions focused on real-world financial skills and decision-
making.

“At Paterson Public Schools, our goal is to prepare every student for success beyond graduation,”
said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Laurie W. Newell. “We want every Paterson graduate to leave
not just with a diploma, but with the financial knowledge and skills to build a secure and successful
future.”

Students will hear directly from CNBC experts, including Kelli Grant, Senior Personal Finance
Editor for CNBC.com; Kate Dore, Personal Finance Reporter for CNBC.com; Darla Mercado,
Markets Editor for CNBC.com; and Emmie Martin, Money Editor for CNBC Make It. These
professionals will provide practical, actionable guidance to help students better understand how to
manage money and plan for life beyond high school.

The program will include four rotating sessions covering essential topics such as understanding a
paystub, managing expenses, and planning for financial independence.

“We are grateful to CNBC for bringing this opportunity to our students,” said John F. Kennedy
High School Principal JoAnne Riviello. “Experiences like this give our students the knowledge
and confidence to make informed financial decisions for their future."



By hosting this event, Paterson Public Schools and John F. Kennedy High School continue to
expand access to meaningful, real-world learning experiences that support students’ academic and
career readiness.

For more information about Paterson Public Schools, visit our website at www.paterson.k12.nj.us

About Paterson Public Schools

Paterson Public Schools serves over 22,000 students from pre-K to 12th grade in New Jersey’s
third-largest city. About 71% of the student population is Hispanic, 16% are Black, 6% are Asian,
and 5.0% are Caucasian. Recognizing its proud traditions, diverse community, and strong
partnerships, the mission of Paterson Public Schools is to provide an academically rigorous, safe,
and nurturing educational environment that meets the social, emotional, and academic needs of all
students. The district is committed to preparing students for post-secondary education and careers.
Despite the Paterson community being classified as low-income, many of its students achieve high
academic success. A growing number of elementary school students are reading at or above grade
level, and more high school students are earning college credits through Advanced Placement
exams and enrolling in college-level courses before graduation. Paterson Public Schools is
distinguished as one of only 17 school districts in New Jersey to offer the competitive International
Baccalaureate program and is among just four districts with a P-TECH high school. In
collaboration with IBM and Passaic County Community College, the P-TECH program allows
students to graduate with an associate degree in applied science and valuable tech sector
experience. For more information, visit www.paterson.k12.nj.us
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